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WASHINOTON (R) _ The White House suit) on 
Wednesday n sees internal -struggles for power" going 

SSSS " ll Tr‘ r0 Wh,le House P* SrerctaiyMihe 
I ! is . as ^ ssmem »f repons by a senior 
Uf milJiaiy official that Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein has put his wife under house arrest (see page 121 . 
said; “Hiere are a great deal of complicated tateraal 

•rtf? P °* ff S °T S ™' " There l»*e been some 
have happened there recently that have been 
reported publicly that would indicate some internal 
machinations. Mr. McCurry said. Mr. McCuny said the 
United Smtes was “closely monitoring" the situation in 
Iraq. The president also has foremost on his mind the 

?XS nal sec . uril >- P^culariy in the Persian 
Gull, Mr. McCuny said, adding that ihere were no indi- 
canons ot troop movements that would suggest any 
renewed threat to Kuwait. 
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GCC head holds talks in Bahrain 

MANAMA l AFP) — Bahraini Foreign Minister Mohammad Ben 
Mubarak A1 Khalifa held talks here Wediwsdaj with a top Gulf 
envoy crj’ing to defuse tension over a leniioriof dispute between 
Bahrain and Qatar. The secretan genera! of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCQ Jainii A! Hujailan, briefed Sheikh Mohammad 
about proposals from GCC members Saudi Arabia. Kuwait. Oman 
and the United Arab Emirates, the official Guff News Agency said. 
Foreign ministers from the fuur-coumiy reconciliation committee 
met Tuesday in Jeddah. Saudi .Arabia, to try to find 3 compromise 
as both Bahrain and Qatar hare \ oiced reser. atioas cn er u pmiaus 
formula for an accord Mr. Hujailan was due to visit Qatar later 
Wednesday to discuss the compromise proposal, a Gulf official 
said The draft which the committee has submitted to Manama and 
Doha does not concern the territorial conflict, which has been 
brought before the International Court of Justice at the Hague. 
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Israeli jets raid 
Hizbollah stronghold 

SIDON (AFP) — Israeli war- 
planes raided suspected posi- 
tions of the Hizbollah in south- 
ern Lebanon on Wednesday, 
police said. Four Israeli jets 
.fired missiles at the Iqlim A1 
Tuffah region, a stronghold of 
Hizbollah guerrillas near die 
southern port city of Si don. 
|| police said There was no 
* immediate word of casualties 
or damage. In Israel, a military 
spokesman said "the planes hit 
their targets and returned safe- 
ly to base.” 

Iraq accuses Iran of 
operating its planes 

BAGHDAD (AFPl — An 
Iraqi official on Wednesday 
accused Iran of operating two 
of the five civilian Iraqi Air- 
ways jets which were flown to 
Iran for safety during the 1991 
Gulf wan The general manag- 
er of Iraqi Airways, Rabih 
Mohammad Saleh, told die 
official A1 Jumhouriyah news- 
paper be Trad solid informa- 
tion that Iran is using two of 
our five planes to fly passen- 
gers on domestic routes.” 

S. Arabia protests over 
detention in Iran 

PRETORIA (AFP) — South 
3 Africa's Foreign Ministry said 
Wednesday that it had lodged 
“a strong protest” with Iran 
over the detention without trial 
of a South African tourist in 
Tfe&an. Foreign affairs 
spokesman Marco Boni said 
2^sear-oId Stuart Timm, has 
be& held without charge since 
he|was arrested by Iranian 
, Sffibrities bn Jan. 12. “They 
-fiSe&anians) claim his travel 
doaimenl^re not in order, but 
have not explained die reason 
for his fcn^hy detention,” Mr. 
Boni said. “They say investi- 
gatiaps"a!re continuing.” The 
director-general of South 
Africa’s Foreign Affairs 
Department, Rusty Evans, 
also met Iran's ambassador to 
Pretoria on Tuesday to discuss 
the matter. “ Mr. Timm was 
working on a social pro- 
gramme in neighbouring 
Triffanenistan and visited Iran 
with a Swiss companion to 
buy leather when they were 
v arrested, according to the 
) SAPA news agency. 

TUrkey says armed gang 
members arrested 

BATMAN (R) — Security 
officials said on Wednesday 
they had arrested 28 members 
of an armed Islamist group in 
southeast Turkey in connec- 
tion with two murders and an 
extortion racket “A blow has 
been struck against the 
Hizbollah organisation which 
has been trying to disturb the 
peace,"' sad Salih Sanman, 
governor of the southeastern 
province of Batman. He told a 
irevre .conference the 28 had 
been arrested in Batman in the 
last month. Hizbollah is not 
believed to be connected to the 
fro-Iranian Lebanese group of 
similar name. It has been 
accused of killing a number of 
Kurdish activists in recent 
> yeans in a feud with the Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK) rebel 
group. Mr. Sarman said 
Hizbollah had been forcing 
~ shopkeepers and traders in 
-Batnian to pay Islamic alms, 
“the commercial sector in Bat- 
man can now rest easy.” 

Turkish ships leave 
iiorthern Cyprus 

ANKARA (R) — Three Turk- 
ish "navy ships left northern 
:; Eypnis on -Wednesday after a 
five-day visit to ' show 
.Ankara's solidarity with the 
■/Thffcish Cypriot state, state- 
Anatolian news agency 
reported. Crowds waved Turk- 
: Cypriot and Triridsh flags 

the frigate and two assault 
■ boats left the port of Faroagus- 
’ta in ooiheastem Cyprus, the 
-agency said. Turkey has 
j fromised closer militaty and 
f -political links with the self- 
declared Turkish Cypriot 
' republic in response to Greek 
f^yjaiot plans to install anti- 
J !i|fe«aft missiles from Russia 
iu fife south of die island 


Four Mideast leaders to 
visit U.S. in two months 

Netanyahu on Feb. 13, Arafat on March 3, 
Mubarak on March 10 and King on March 18 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — The White House 
said on Wednesday the 
leaders of Jordan, Israel, 
the Palestinians and Egypt 
will hold separate meetings 
with President Bill Clinton 
in the next two months. 

Spokesman Mike McCur- 
ry said Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
would visit Washington on 
Feb. 13. Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat will 
make his visit March 3, 
with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak coming on 
March 10 and King Hus- 
sein on March IS. 

The U.S. president had 
confirmed the four visits on 
Tuesday and added that a 
resumption of negotiations 
between Israel and Syria 
would be a key subject dis- 
cussed. 

The visits had been 
expected but the dates had 
not been set. Mr. McCurry 
said the visits were separate 
because there was no dra- 
matic development in the 
peace process that would 
make a summit of the lead- 
ers necessary. 

“With each of these lead- 
ers we can have a some- 
what more comprehensive 
* dialogue outside the emer- 
gency context of dealing 
with a specific event that 
requires immediate focus 
and attention.’* he said. 

He said in some cases the 
visits were scheduled for 
the convenience of the 
leaders themselves, and 
that the order of the trips 
was of no particular signifi- 
cance. 

"These are all visits in 
which we will explore not 
only the bilateral regional 
concerns we have with 
these leaders but also seek 
to deepen and strengthen 
the Middle East peace 


Israel adds 84 settlements to 
its list for priority f unding 

PRIME MINISTER Benyamin Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment has put another 84 settlements, including Jewish 
enclaves in Hebron, on priority “A” and "B” lists to 
receive special government finding, according to a 
report published Wednesday. 

The details of the plan were revealed in a recent cabi- 
net meeting after the government decided late last year 
to grant vast financial incentives to Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The move to expand the presence of settlers in lands 
where Palestinians hope to create a separate state 
brought massive criticism against Mr. Netanyahu from 
around the world. 

The latest decision detailed in the Haaretz newspaper 
brought to 123 the number of settlements slated for spe- 
cial financial subsidies, mostly in the realm of educa- 
tion. There are 144 settlements in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank. 

Among those included on the “A” list that will also 
receive Special treatment in housing, industry, taxation 
and welfare are the ultra-orthodox city Emanuel and set- 
tlements in and around the West Bank city of Hebron. 

Some 450 Jewish settlers live in HebroD surrounded 
by 120,000 Palestinians. 

After his rise to power in June, Mr. Netanyahu decid- 
ed to unfreeze settlement expansion that had been limit- 
ed under the previous. Labour government in efforts not 
to damage the peace process with the Palestinians. 

Former Housing Minister Benjamin Ben-Eliezer 
labelled as Terrible” the decision to grant settlers more 
grants, saying the government was doing “great harm to 
the weaker population centres” by drawing funding 
away from them. 


process as we search for a 
just, comprehensive and 
lasting peace in the 
region." Mr. McCurry 
said. 

The new U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
telephoned Mr. Arafat on 
Tuesday to assure him she 
will work to advance the 
peace process, the Palestin- 
ian news agency WAFA 
reported. 

It said the secretary of 
state congratulated Mr. 
Arafat on the Jan. 15 sign- 
ing of the U.S.-brokered 
Hebron accord for an 


Israeli redeployment in the 
West Bank. 

WAFA also reported that 
Ms. Albright said she hopes 
to meet the Palestinian 
leader on his visit to Wash- 
ington. 

U.S. Ambassador Martin 
Indyk reaffirmed Tuesday 
that Israel alone would 
decide the extent of the 
three further troop pullouts 
it has promised in the West 
Bank. 

“The further redeploy- 
ment is an issue for imple- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Netanyahu ’actively' moving to 
resume negotiation with Syria 

Khaddam; No movement towards quick talks 

Prime Minister Benvamin I Assad satisfied with EU bid I 


TEL AVIV (Agencies; — 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said Wednesday 
he is actively preparing for 
a resumption of peace talks 
with Syria even though 
Damascus has yet to signal 
its readiness to return ro the 
negotiating table. 

In other related develop- 
ments: 

The Washington Post 
reported that Syria and 
Israel were on the verge on 
a peace agreement when 
the then-Israeli prime min- 
ister, Shimon Peres, decid- 
ed to call early general 
elections in May 1996. 

Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam 
said in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) that there 
was no movement towards 
a quick resumption of 
peace talks between Syria 
and Israel. 

In his comments on 
Wednesday, Mr. Netanyahu 
also appeared to dangle 
what he said were econom- 
ic benefits for Syria in 
reaching a peace agreement 
with Israel. 

In interviews with Israel 
Radio and the Haaretz 
newspaper, Mr. Netanyahu 
said he was confident peace 
talks frozen for the past 1 1 
months would soon be 
resumed despite stark dis- 
agreement over the future 
of the Israeli-occupied 
Golan Heights. 

“It is possible for find a 
new formula ... that allows 
the two sides to come from 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — President Hafez A1 Assad on 
Wednesday backed the role which Europe plans to 
assume in the Middle East peace process, following 
talks with a European Union (EU) special envoy on 
restarting negotiations with Israel. 

“President Assad said he was satisfied with the EU’s 
intention to play a positive and active role to help reach 
a comprehensive and just peace,” his spokesman Gibran 
Kourieh said after talks between Mr. Assad and Miguel 
Angel Moratinos. 

Mr. Assad also "reiterated Syria’s commitment to the 
peace process" and insisted on the need to comply with 
the “basic ideas” underlying this process, Mr. Kourieh 
told reporters. 

Mr. Moratinos briefed the Syrian president on the aims 
of his tour and affirmed the European Union’s desire **to 
play a positive role in the peace efforts." the spokesman 
added. 

Mr. Moratinos came to Damascus to discuss prospects 
for restarting Syrian-Israeli peace talks, which were bro- 
ken off a year ago. 

The envoy met Tuesday with Foreign Minister Farouq 
A1 Sharaa to discuss the EU role, the Israeli troop pull- 
back from Hebron, and prospects for resuming the Syr- 
ian-lsraeli talks, a member of the EU delegation told 
AFP. 

Mr. Sharaa “showed himself to be curious and dis- 
trustful” about Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy’s 
statements last week regarding U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 242, the official added. 

Mr. Levy called for Syria to resume the talks on the 
basis of the principles on which the peace process was 
launched in 1991 . He said Israel accepts Resolution 242 
even if it interprets the resolution differently from the 
Arabs. 

According to the European source, Mr. Moratinos 
informed Mr. Sharaa of "Israel’s interpretation of Reso- 
lution 242 ” which calls for Israel to withdraw from 
Arab land occupied in 1967. 


disagreement to negotia- 
tions.” he told Haaretz. 

"What are negotiations 
for if there is agreement? It 


is clear from the start that 
there is a disagreement 

(Continued on page 7) 


King urges democratic practices 
that do not harm national unity 


AMMAN (J.T.J — His 
Majesty King Hussein reas- 
sured Jordanians Wednes- 
day of his good health and 
thanked them for the affec- 
tion they expressed towards 
him following a minor 
surgery in both knees he 
underwent on Saturday. 

During a visit to the Prime 
Ministry. King Hussein 
reviewed with Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
several Arab issues, the out- 
come of his latest phone 
calls with several Arab lead- 
ers and Arab solidarity. 

The King and Mr. Kabari- 
ti also focussed on restruc- 


turing several national eco- 
nomic institutions in order 
to increase its produervity 
and efficiency. 

King Hussein reiterated 
the importance of exercising 
democracy in a good man- 
ner that does not harm 
democratic life in a way or 
another and called for 
national unity among the 
one Jordanian family. 

The King's statement on 
national unity came amid a 
number of lectures and arti- 
cles in local newspapers by 
leading politicians and 
columnists centred on rela- 
tions between Jordanians of 


East Bank origin and Jorda- 
nians of Palestinian origin. 

Minister of Public Works 
Abdul Hadi Majali. in a lec- 
ture delivered in Lrbid earli- 
er this week, said the Pales- 
tinian refugees who origi- 
nally came from Palestine, 
present-day Israel, and who 
are, under a lasting settle- 
ment. would not be able to 
go back to their homes, 
should be considered as Jor- 
danians. 

Mr. Majali, who is also the 
leader of the second largest 
party in Jordan Al Ahd. said 
that Jordanians who hail 
from the West Bank or Gaza 


are Palestinians who should 
practise their political rights 
on Palestinian soil. 

“Those who wish to 
remain Jordanians should 
ask for that, and then identi- 
ty and loyalty should be 
fixed." he said. 

Responding to Mr. Majali 
was former Prime Minister 
Taller Al Masri who hails 
from the West Rank city of 
Nablus. 

Mr. Masri described Mr. 
Majali 's thoughts as “dan- 
gerous." 

(Continued on page 71 



GANDHI ASHES: The box containing the forgotten urn with the ashes of Mahatama Gandhi at Tatana- 
gar station in Bihar on Wednesday where the train halted en route to Allahabad where they were to be 
dispersed in the confluence of the Ganges (AFP PHOTO) 


Beilin: 

Israel 

should 

leave 

Lebanon 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
should pull its troops out of 
Lebanon unilaterally 
because a negotiated with- 
drawal is not within reach 
and too many soldiers are 
being killed, an Israeli leg- 
islator said Wednesday. 

Yossi Beilin, a former 
cabinet minister and 
prominent member of the 
opposition Labour Party, 
said France offered to help 
arrange such a withdrawal 
last April. 

However, then Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres 
turned down the proposal 
because he felt such a 
move would be unpopular 
especially a month before 
the general elections. Mr. 
Beilin said. 

Mr. Beilin said Syria, the 
main power in Lebanon, 
would block attempts to 
negotiate a withdrawal 
because it was interested in 
keeping Israeli troops in 
southern Lebanon as a jus- 
tification of the Syrian 
military presence. 

The Israeli buffer zone 
was established in 1985 
ostensibly to shield north- 
ern Israeli settlements from 
guerrilla attacks. The zone 
is patrolled by Israeli sol- 
diers and the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon army, a 
force of about 2.500. 

Mr. Beilin, who was cab- 
inet secretary in 1985 dur- 

(Continued on page 7) 


5 Jordanian prisoners in hospital 
after reported Kuwaiti beating up 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Five Jordani- 
ans remain in a Kuwaiti 
hospital from among 20 
who were beaten up by a 
special forces team who 
stormed a prison after they 
made a public protest 
against bad conditions in 
detention, independent 
sources said Wednesday. 

The Foreign Ministry, 
prompted by a protest 
action staged by family 
members of the prisoenrs, 
called in the Kuwaiti 
charge d’affaires for an 
explanation of the incident. 

The diplomat denied the 
reported Jan. 22 incident at 


the Selbiyeh prison in 
Kuwait, where up to 60 Jor- 
danians are serving term 
after being convicted of 
“collaborating” with Iraq 
during the August 1990- 
Fe binary 1991 Iraqi occu- 
pation of the emirate. 

The government said it 
was also in touch with the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (1CRC) as 
well as the Qatari and 
Omani authorities over the 
reported incident, Jordan 
Television reported. 

The ICRC, which serves 
as the only link between the 
prisoners and their families 
here, declined to make any 
comment on the reported 
assault. 


The all-Swiss humanitari- 
an agency reaffirmed that it 
was “keen to maintain its 
regular visits to Jordanian 
prisoners held in Kuwait 
and send its observations to 
the highest prison authori- 
ties in Kuwait.” 

But the independent 
sources, who preferred 
anonymity, said the inci- 
dent did take place and con- 
firmed a report that 
appeared in a local Jordan- 
ian daily. 

According to the sources, 
“at least 20 Jordanian pris- 
oners were admitted to hos- 
pital and 15 of them have 
been discharged after treat- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Former Israeli justice minister put 
on trial adding to premier's woes 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — For- n ~ - Tv T" 

mer Justice Minister Yaa- KUDinSteill 00111111116(1 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — For- 
mer Justice Minister Yaa- 
cov Nee man went on trial 
Wednesday charged with 
fraud and obstruction of 
justice in the latest of a flur- 
ry of legal problems for 
close associates of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Mr. Neeman. who 
resigned his cabinet posi- 
tion after being indicted last 
year, is charged with wit- 
ness tampering and provid- 
ing false information to the 
courts in a bid to protect a 
leading politician. Arieh 
Deri, who is on trial for 
bribery. Mr. Neeman has 
denied the charges. 

Mr. Deri, head of the 
powerful religious party 
Shas which is the second 
biggest group in Mr. 

(Continud on page 7) 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
rocky effort to appoint an attorney genera! nearly collapsed 
again Wednesday when the nominee refused 10 undergo a 
lie detector test for a security clearance. 

In the end, Elyakim Rubinstein was confirmed unani- 
mously by the IS-member cabinet after agreeing to honor 
the conclusions of a government committee on polygraphs. 

Mr. Rubinstein's appointment came after police launched 
an investigation into a scandal that erupted after Mr. 
Netanyahu earlier this month tried to appoint a Likud party’ 
loyalist (o the post. 

Mr. Rubinstein's appointment, by comparison, was wide- 
ly hailed. 

The 50-year-old judge was a legal adviser to late Premier 
Menachem Begin in the late 1970s. when he was instru- 
mental in negotiating the breakthrough peace accord with 
EgypL He served as cabinet secretary in Likud and Labour 
governments and led Israel's 1994 peace talks with Jordan. 

But his confirmation was nearly scuttled when he refused 
to take the polygraph test. After a standoff of several hours 
the government decided to establish a committee, to be 
headed by Mr. Netanyahu and include Mr. Rubinstein, to 
examine the issue. 
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Israel extends detention 


of Jordanian engineer 

Activists criticise government , but consul in 
Tel Aviv says efforts continue for man's release 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A member of 
Parliament and an activist 
of the Jordanian Engineers 
Association (JEA) on 
Wednesday accused the 
government of doing little 
to secure the release of a 
Jordanian detained in 
Israel. 

The charges by Deputy 
Toujan Faisal "(Amman) 
and Mozen Rial of the JEA 
followed news from Israel 
that Hatem Istanbul!, who 
was detained on Dec. 26 
while on his return home 
from a West Bank visit, 
was remanded in custody 
for another 1 5 days. 

The Jordanian consul in 
Tel Aviv. Omar Nahar. 
rejected the chaise of gov- 
ernment inactivity and said 
the Kingdom's diplomatic 
mission in Israel was try- 
ing its best to secure the 
release of Mr. Istanbuli. a 
member of the JEA's 
“committee against nor- 
malisation of relations with 
Israel." 

Arrested by the Israeli 
secret service Mossad and 
held incommunicado for 
the first 15 days. Mr. Istan- 
buli still has not been 
allowed contact with his 
family. 

Hopes voiced last week 
that Mr. Istanbuli would be 
released before the k Eid AJ 
Fitr holiday have now been 
dashed by the announce- 
ment Monday by Israeli 
authorities of his continued 
detention. 

“Under Israeli law, they 
mav detain him for up to 
10(5 days before being 
forced to release him," 
Consul Nahar said Tues- 


day. 

Friends and family mem- 
bers have expressed con- 
cern over Mr. Istanbuli's 
health in detention, as he 
has a serious heart condi- 
tion. 

“He is doing fine, a 
physician checks him 
every three days. I visited 
him myself," Mr. Nahar 
said. 

According to Mr. Nahar, 
Mr. Istanbuli is under 
police investigation and 
“as it is a security issue, 
there is very little we can 
do.” 

He also said that Mr. 
Istanbuli was in contact 
with his lawyer, Fadel 
Badarneh. 

Mr. Badarneh was unable 
to be reached for comment 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Istanbuli's detention 
has drawn severe condem- 
nation from the JEA and 
the Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights (AOHR) 
which saw that he was 
being detained for his 
political beliefs. 

Both groups have been 
campaigning for his 
release, seeking help from 
politicians and other 
human interest groups. 

“All efforts have failed to 
push our government into 
actively pursuing his 
release," said Mr. Rial, a 
prominent member of the 
JEA. According to Mr. 
Rial, a joint letter sent by 
the JEA and the AOHR 
three weeks ago to Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti was still unan- 
swered. 

No immediate comment 
was available from the 
Prime Ministry on 
Wednesday. 


Deputy Faisal expressed 
indignation when informed 
by the JEA about Mr. Istan- 
bul^ situation, and 
pledged to do ail that she 
could to help, according, to 
Mr. Rial. 

Contacted by the Jordan 
Times. Ms. Faisal accused 
the government of not 
doing enough to protect 
Jordanian citizens. 

“Can we allow Israel to 
grant our citizens visas and 
then arrest them as they 
leave? It is a trap." Ms. 
Faisal told the Jordan 
Times. 

But Shalom Tourgeman. 
spokesman for the Israeli 
embassy in Amman, said: 
“Mr. Istanbul! applied for 
and received a visa under 
regular procedures: there 
was no plot to arrest him." 

Elina Mitterman. head of 
the Jordan division at the 
foreign ministry’, said Mr. 
Istanbuli “was legally 
arrested and is currently 
under investigation as he is 
suspected of belonging to a 
terrorist organisation." 

She referred further 
questions to the Israeli 
mission in Amman. 

Deputy Faisal dismissed 
the assertion that Mr. Istan- 
buli was suspected of "‘ter- 
rorist activities" and said 
he was just another victim 
of Israeli aggression." 

“His real crime is that he 
is a member of the JEA and 
opposed to normalisation 
of ties with Israel." she 
added. 

“What would happen if 
Jordan arrested an Israeli 
citizen because of his polit- 
ical beliefs or his involve- 
ment with a party like 
Likud?" said Mr. Rial. 


Schwarzkopf’s logs uninformative 
on chemical weapons — Pentagon 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Genera] Norman Schw- 
arzkopf’s Gulf war logs 
contain "darned little” 
about chemical weapons 
and nothing about the 
destruction of sarin-filled 
Iraqi rockets by U.S. 
troops, the Pentagon said 
Tuesday. 

Pentagon officials revie- 
wed the former Gulf war 
commander’s logs after a 
U.S. Senator charged that 
they could shed light on 
the possible chemical 
weapons use during the 
1 49 1 war. 

“The finding was there 
was dam Little in there 
about chemicals." said 
Pentagon spokesman Ken- 
neth Bacon. “There were 
onlv tangential references 


in there to chemical." 

The tangential refer- 
ences dealt in general 
terms with the threat of 
chemical weapons, Mr. 
Bacon said. 

He said the generals’ 
logs made no mention of 
Khamisiyah. the Iraqi 
weapons munitions depot 
where U.S. troops unwit- 
tingly destroyed rockets 
filled with the lethal nerve 
gas sarin in early March 
1991. shortly after the war 
ended. 

The mishap was not 
uncovered by the Penta- 
gon until May of last year, 
but since then officials 
have said as many as 
20.000 U.S. troops in the 
vicinity of the dump may 
have been exposed to low 


levels of nerve agent. 

The Pentagon, however, 
has held fast to the posi- 
tion that there was no evi- 
dence Iraq used chemical 
agents during the war. 

Suspicions of a Pentagon 
cover-up have run nigh 
among veterans, thou- 
sands of whom have 
reported coming down 
with unexplained illnesses 
since serving in the Gulf. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf was 
scheduled to testify' Wedn- 
esday before a congres- 
sional committee looking 
into Gulf war illnesses. 

Britain, another country 
which contributed soldiers 
to the Gulf war. is pursu- 
ing its own investigations 
into the so-called Gulf war 
svndrome. 



POPE SHENOUDA IN BEIRUT: A believer kisses the hand of Coptic Christian Pope 
Shenonda III at Beirut airport during a two-hour stopover the clergyman made there 
on his way back home to Egypt after attending a meeting in Cyprus (AFP photo) 


Prayer leaders urged to warn 
against ‘Satan worshipping' 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s prayets leaders have been 
urged to stress the danger of religious “deviations" in a bid 
to fight alleged “Satan worshipping," Religious Affairs 
Minister Mahmoud Hamdi Zaqzuk said Wednesday. 

“The ministry has given instructions to the country’s 
imams to include in their Friday sermons calls on families 
to protect their children against deviationisr and harmful 
ideas ” Mr. Zaqzuk said, according to A1 Ahram daily. 

“Children should be protected from those who strive to 
play with the minds of our youth such as ‘satan worship- 
pers* the government daily quoted him as saying. 

Echoing recent statements by government officials, Mus- 
lim and Christian clerics. Mr. Zaqzuk said that “Satan 
worshipping was foreign to our society which is known for 
its religious fervour.” 

Last week the Egyptian authorities dismantled a sect 
which allegedly urged "scorn for religions and the venera- 
tion of Satan," police said in the first such report of its kind 
in Egypt. 

Dozens of youths were rounded up by the authorities who 
later released 27 after they “repented." Police are still look- 
ing 19 more. 

On Monday. Egypt's mufti. Sheikh Nasr Farid WasseL 
urged “Satan worshippers" to repent and said that other- 
wise. under Islamic law, they could be sentenced to death. 

Egyptian editor released on bail *- 


The Egyptian authorities have released on bail a news- 
paper editor facing one year in prison for defaming the son 
of Interior Minister Hassan A1 Alfi. the newspaper said 
Wednesday. 

“Magdi Hussein was released Tuesday evening on a 
1,000-pound ($333) bail,” a spokesman for the weekly 
Islamic newspaper Al Shaab said. 

Mr. Hussein was arrested at his home Monday after a 
court sentenced him to one year in prison for publishing a 
defamatory article last year about Alaa Hassan A1 Alfi, the 
son of the interior minister. 

Mr. Hussein, the editor-in-chief of A1 Shaab. was 
released on bail after. his defence lawyers presented the 
court with documents which it had requested, the newspa- 
per spokesman said. 

In May. Egypt’s court of appeal gave Mr. Hussein anoth- 
er 12-month sentence, suspended for three years; after a 
similar complaint by the minister’s son. If the court of 
appeals confirms Sunday’s verdict, the previous sentence 
will also be applied against Mr. Hussein. 


Cypriot MP 
reappears 


NICOSIA (R) — A Cypriot 
politician who hid in a firing 
range to protest against 
British military exercises 
there re -appeared on Tues- 
day night after two days in 
the wilderness. 

“1 had a really good time." 
member of parliament (MP} 
Marios Matsakis told Cyprus 
state radio. “I spent two mag- 
ical days in the Akamas." 

Mr. Matsakis. an MP for 
the centre-right Democratic 
Party, was one of a party of 
15 environmentalists who 
hid in thick bush at the firing 
range in the northwestern 
Akamas peninsula on Mon- 
day to delay the sun of the 
exercises. 

When he failed to appear 
on Monday evening his fam- 
ily filed a report to police on 
his disappearance. It was noL 
immediately clear whether 
Mr. Matsakis appeared of his 
own volition or was found by 
police. 

Police believe other 
activists may be hiding in the 
range, where British troops 
have sianed exercises with 
live ammunition. The firing 
range, covered with dense 
vegetation. covers an 
expanse of six square kilo- 
metres. 


Egypt restores priest’s tomb fit for a pharaoh 


GIZA (R) — Egyptian archaeologists have 
finished restoring a unique tomb of an 
ancient priest with royal pretensions who 
decided he would be buried as well as a 
pharaoh even if he could not become one. 

Submerged under the desert west of the 
Giza pyramids, the tomb of old kingdom 
priest Kai and his family is the only one in 
the area to boast delicate, detailed inscrip- 
tions and bright colours the like of which 
were seen only hundreds of years later. 

“I call this. the. Nefertari of Giza," archae- 
ologist Zahi Hawas. director of the Giza, 
plateau. toldReuters on Tuesday.refening to 
the magnificent decorated tomb) Ramses n 
built in Luxor more than 3.000 years ago for 
his favourite wife. 

‘The paintings are beautiful and rare and 
the colours not found in any other old king- 
dom tomb in the western burial site at Giza,” 
he added. 

Archaeologists took almost three years to 
restore the limestone offering chapel of Lhe 
tomb, which was discovered in 1993 buried 
beneath centuries of sand and rubble. 

The chapel, embellished with inscriptions 
and colourful relief depictions of everyday 
life, helped unfold the story of a man who 
appears to have worked his way up from 
lowly origins. 

Mr. Hawas said the writings also distin- 
guish the tomb from any other because they 
list the four types of workers who built it — 
the sculptors, the draftsmen, the painters and 
sculptors whom Kai said he paid in beer and 
bread. 

“The inscriptions on the tomb show that 
he wore many hats during his lifetime. He 
was a sailor then he became head of 3 sail- 
ing consignment, he was also a judicial 
notary and had several other titles in addi- 


tion to being a priest.'’ said archaeologist 
Sana'a Mohammad who worked on the 
tomb. 

“It seems that be may have had origins that 
were not noble but the inscriptions say that 
the king made him a noble man and a trust- 
ed aide." she added. 

Four burial wells were also discovered 
containing the remains of what archaeolo- 
gists believe to be Kai, his first wife and his 
favourite son and daughter, pictures of 
whom are carefully .etched on the walls of 
thertomb. r . 

Mr. Hawas also said they found the 
remains of a pig, food, for only the peasant 
and working classes in pharaonic times. 

The tomb lists the hieroglyphic name of 
the old kingdom pharaohs Seneferu and 
Chephren but archaeologists say Kai proba- 
bly served in the court of pyramid-builder 
Cheops. 

Kai also had a weakness for women and 
had two wives as well as a mistress but was 
attached to his first wife, who features 
prominently in the tomb and in a unique 
stone sketch of ancient martrimonal 
bliss,“No other tomb ever shows a woman 
hugging and hanging on her husband's neck 
like this one," Mr. Hawas said. “He was also 
fond of one of his daughters who is repeat- 
edly shown clutching her father’s feeL" 

Mr. Hawas said Kai had built another 
tomb for himself and the family further east 
and that the western tomb was originally 
intended for Nubereit, his favourite daugh- 
ter. 

But archaeologists say the earlier tomb 
had fewer inscriptions and listed titles of 
lower rank and that Kai’s vanity led him to 
take over the western tomb rather than mod- 
ify the old one. 


Kuwaitis urged 
to destroy their 
satellite dishes * 


KUWAIT (R) — An Islamist 
group is offering Kuwaitis 
incentives to voluntarily 
destroy their satellite dishes and 
video and audio tapes, a news- 
paper reported on Wednesday. 

Residents in a tribal area said 
teenagers had asked j.tljem -to 
unplug ’thei# s«ellit»5^tfches 
.J because they were “sacrile- 
•gious", Al Watan newspaper 
reported. 

It said that a group calling 
itself the Abdullah Ben Al 
Aiqam Mosque Group was 
offering residents electrical 
appliances as “prizes" to those 
who hand over the largest 
amount of audio and video 
tapes and destroy their satellite 
receivers. Al Watan said three 
satellite receivers. 300 video 
tapes and 1,000 audio tapes 
were destroyed in a ceremony 
in front of a mosque in the area 
while other worshippers 
promised to return with the# 
satellite equipment. 

Some Islamists in the Middle 
East have voiced coacem that 
programmes on Western satel- 
lite television channels violate 
Muslim values and threaten 
their culture. Satellite dishes 
are very popular in Kuwait as 
in other oil-rich Gulf Arab 
states. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


• PROGRAMME TWO 


13:30 Cartoon — Ovide & the 
Ganc and Iris 


Terra Sancta Church TeL 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 


Deserts 

Jordan Valley — 


~..oa/io 

.0S/I5 


i 14:00 


Td. 771331. 

14J0 

They Came From Outer 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Space 


TeL 775261. 

15:00 Riature Film: “A Stranger 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 

in Time" 

771751. 

16:50 . 

Call For Pm\ , er and Iftar 

Amman International Church 

17:30 


TeL 827126 

19:30 

J'lews Headlines 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

I9u33 

— J^nhood 

Tel. S24328. 

20:00 

Documentary 

German-speaking Evangelical 

20 JO Bafokm 5 (Science Fic- 

Congregation Tel. 845457 

i tioiu 


The Latter- Dav Saints TeL 

21:10. 

Kung Fu-The Legend 

654931 

22:00. 


Church of Nazarene Tel. 

23:00 


675691. 

23:50 

Feanire Film: “Angel 

The Evangelical Local Church 

Flight Down" 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1295 

23d» 


English-speaking 

01:05. 


Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 



614190. 

PRA\TER TIMES 


05KT7.. 


WEATHER 

06 J6.. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 

11:49... 


ment of MeteomUtgy 

14:46. 


Under the effect of a depression 

17:11 . 

_ Maghreb 

affecting die Kingdom today. 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 10. Aqaba 18 Humidity 
readings: Amman 53 per cent. 
Aqaba 3S per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Ramzi Mzawi 89478S 

Dr. Bassam Karadsbeb 759200 

Dr- KhakdAbdo 657129 

Dr. Khxied Ma'acfi ,661144 


Fire Brigade 6I7I01 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police £43402 

Traffic Police >896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 


Isha 


i CHURCHES 

; SL Man of Nazareth Church 
I SweifieK Tel. 810740 
j Assemblies of God Gmrch Tel. 

! 632785. 

J SL Joseph Church TeL 624590 
i Church of (be Annunciation 
j Tel. 637440 . 

I Do la Salle Church Tel. 66 1 757. 


and expected to last until Friday, 
rainfall is expected today with 
snow falling in the e\ening over 
hilly ureas and winds becoming 
northwesterly active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly active 
and seas rough. 


Firas pharmacy .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy* —..77S336 
Al Asema pharmacy .....637055 
A] Salam pharmacy .....636750 
Yacoub pharmacy .—644945 
Shmetsaci pharmacy ....637660 
Naironkh pharmacy .....623672 

Najib pharmacy .847632 

IRBED: 

Dr. Gazi Ta'amneh .. .250080 

Al Quds pharmacy — i— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dc Samir .41 Lawri 9S960I 

Kbalifeh pharmacy 9S5417 


Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 78711 | 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan _..7741 1 1 


Shmeisani Hospital .—669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 

.667227/9 

The Islamic Abdali 666126/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

AJ-Bashir. .775111/26 

.Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ' 

602240/50 

Ama! Hospital 674155 

The .Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 


Alia Imernational Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where h should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


04:35 — Roriie(AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

0930 — Marka (RW) 

20**50 — .Aqaba (KW) 


09:20.. 


— -Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 .Tel Aviv (RWj 


ARRIVALS 


Water Authority — 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

- -SI56I5 

Electric Power Company 

- -..636381' 

RJ Ffigbt Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Outre 637111 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Gvfl Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 


Mini ./Max. Temperatures 

Amman 02/08 

Aqaba 08/ 1 6 


Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 6211 11. 
637777 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

- 813SLV32 

KbaUdi Maternity, ...644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, ....642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

MaUias, J. Amman — 636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 


Zarqa 

National Hospital 
(OOlQfKKfin 

Ibo Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(ootoonoon 

lRBfi): 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

Greek 
Ibo Al 

CathoBc Hospital 

— ..(02)27' 1 ' r 75 

Nafees Hospital 
(02 >247 1 00 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 — — Sanaa (RJ) 

08:15 Bombay IRI) 

09:15 -Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

l(kQ5. .Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Berirur (RJ) 

10:30 —Colombo (RJ) 

16^5. — - London (RJ) 

17:00 Jakarta, Abu Dhabi (add) 
(RJ) 

17:35 ...... — - -Moscow (RJ) 

18:10 Athens (RJ) 

19:05 .-Abu Dhabi, Al '.Ain (RJ) 
1925. — Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 
19:40 Rome (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

07:15 Moscow (RJ) 

10 JO ..Abu DhabL Al ’Ain (RJ) 
10*30 


..Wahran (RJ) 




11:00 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 
11:05 Amstad^MainealTixpitio(RJ) 

11:15 Rome (RJ) 

12:10 -Paris (RJ) 

12*15 — .London (RJ) 

12:20 Athens (RJ) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 ajn. every 
Monday 

Are Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Da m as cu s 7:30 aan. 
every Sunday 

Are Amman 5:00 pm. every 
Sunday ’> 

MARKET PRICES 
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oversy 


Bt 


UpperAau er price in fils per kg. 


Apple— .700(500 

Banana. >..550/550 


20:15 Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (add) 
(RJ) 

21:00 — — — Wahran (RJ) 


03K)0 leddah (addJiRJ) 

04:00 leddah (add) (RJ) 

-.Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 


Other Flights 

11:00 -Doha(Q 7 ) 

12:40 .Doha IGF) 

13-JO Riyadh (SV) 


14:10. 

15:15. 


.Shariqah (AH) 


16:15 ....’ 

20:10 


-Damascus (Q7) 


— -Dub » (EK) 
Beirut (ME) 


” PMifciu visj j 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

20 ; 15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

— — .Lamaca (RJi 

21:00 — Cairo (RJ) 

22:00 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta 
(RJ) 

— Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

02J0 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) 

07:35 Beirut London (BA) 

07:45 .Beirut (ME) 

11:45 — Damascus (Q7) 

13J0 Abu DhabL Bahrain IGF) 

15|00 Algiers (AH) 

— Riyadh (SV) 

lfcflO. Doha (Q7) 


20J5 .Cairo (MS) 

2i:40 — Tel Aviv (LY) 


— LA»a tQ7) 

17:15.— Dubai, Damascus (EK) 
2k2S — .Cairo (MS) 


44UIO(M5) 

....... TelA\-ivO.Y I 

-Amsterdam (KL) 


Banana (imported) 

Cabbage 

.-.900700 

60/30 

Carrot 

-200/160 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (small).... 
Eggplant 

..,.280/150 

-.240/140 

...350/220 

....150/100 

Fava beans .... 

.J730/500 

Garlic 

Grape fruit 

..1150/950 

—160/100 

Lemon . „ 

390/250 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Onion igreen) 

... 180/120 
-280/200 
....150/100 

Onion (dry) 

Oranee .. 

...300/120 

...560/400 

Peas 

Pepper (hot) 

PCpperfsweei) 

.. 900/700 
—250/150 
„300/I^ 

Pdmto 

-260/1^5 

Radish 

. HOW 

Spinach 

...320fi60 


String beans....... — 550/400 

Tomato „...i30fl00 
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Ministerial committee resolves 
to amend JEA allowances 


hiMivn iiiMmm .1^,.,,,. ‘ ,ik ‘"i 
A sau \. aveuM,,,.. ti , . . 1,1 '* -m.| l*- 




. 

nt mu \miili Mk || , " " il *’ ai, h 
nmem J;n!\ ' ,,li "i w. 


hin, . • "n t 

sUcmeuMn im\.-, ii1(1 m Mih 

« m/ 


i U*H |i i 


f»li - lpn li* ii||( 

Mir “ 

I >!>(>< mu .miluiiiiK-. 
uet-.J ‘Vom Uu i 
4Ut* x.ihl in tin* hts| 7, 

b' ikuiiiL iI up 
iiMci llics villi*, | ' 

imiin. Mvikli 

•rshipivi \ M in i i'jvmi 
tu law. ilii’N i-miiii iv 


Muli 


'lij| 

■ kn,,i 


\ 

•"■-MiikM , 


"H.iV 


H 


•>i . 

''it 


»ili, 

■nt 


'nii, 


C'S 




'I I 


Ian editor released 

iiuihoniicv lu\e i u-'c.i ^-,i 
lj! I MIC UMl in pi ts. I... 
Htcr H.ivk.in M \h, r. 1 .,- 


■«*] Wt 




on bail 

"'■"•■PaMv 




tlM Was U’li’.iyti 1 
‘ 3*1 Kill.” a spills 
or At SI 1 , 1 . il> x.iul 
.is .iriiMi'd .it hi" 1 1 
linn in niw xeai in p: 
le List year about \|. 
it minister 

llh; editor- in-duel .»i 
•llltfl his deleive l.m\ 
iiciils which it h.nl ie, uu 
.lid 

s l’uui! i»! appeal g.iw \| r 
Hence. suspended i'i*? rlu , 
at by (he minister'' --.«i 
s Sunday s \ Cl diet. III.- 
led against Mr. llu*.M-ni 


'•u-mn-j. 


' ,lK M.'HJjv 

I •> ,- i i,,| 

-i ii.i 


oOr 

publiiL 

"» %m5J 


^ ^Viajh ^ 

!- P^'ClJfcili 
K ‘l •htffcr^ 

l •u-'seinanu:. 

'fan ife 
h the c^uji - 
u ' v “'Ms vttt* 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A special 
ministerial committee 
Wednesday resolved to 
amend the basic salary 
allowances of the Jordan 
Engineers’ Association 
(JEA) members in accor- 
dance with a memorandum 
of understanding the com- 
mittee reached with the 
JEA last October. 

According to Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, the 
committee’s decision will 
be sent to the Cabinet for 
approval on Tuesday. 

JEA Vice President Husni 
Abu Ghida described the 
decision as “a positive 
move which should have 
^been taken earlier." 

“We thank the committee 
for this initiative, but we 
need the government to fol- 
low through," Mr. Abu 
Ghida said. 

The engineers employed 
in the public sector were 
asking for an increase of 
150 per cent in their basic 
monthly salary which cur- 
‘ rently stands at JD 150. 

JEA members were also 
demanding the promotion 
. of engineers to higher lev- 
els on the public sector 
employee scale. 

Public sector employees 
are rated od a scale of 1-10. 
■*Tbe lowest being 10, the 
. highest one. 


Mr. Abu Ghida lamented 
that previous to 1988, a 
recently graduated engineer 
could begin his/her career 
as a public employee from 
grade five, while today 
these engineers are hired as 
sixth grade employees with 
a consequent loss in bene- 
fits and allowances. 

“The engineers' income 
diminished by 30 to 40 per 
cent since 1988. a time 
when the Jordanian dinar 
equalled three dollars,” Mr. 
Abu Ghida said. 

Currently the dinar stands 
at approximately $1.40. 

But, Mr. Abu Ghida 
added, the ministerial com- 
mittee has not yet studied 
all points of the memoran- 
dum of understanding 
which stipulates that engi- 
neers will advance to high- 
er levels on the public sec- 
tor employee scale. 

“The government has 
promised to submit amend- 
ments to the current by- 
laws, regulating the 
allowances for public sec- 
tor engineers within three 
months dating from last 
October,” Mr. Abu Ghida 
said. 

He added that the “gov- 
ernment has not even dis- 
cussed the engineers' 
allowances amendment 
with JEA members," noting 
that no specific figures 
from Wednesday's meeting 
were made available to 


them. 

Mr. Abu Ghida said that 
about 1,500 engineers of 
the 36.000 JEA members 
will meet on Thursday to 
discuss “the serious mea- 
sures" the members will 
take if the government fails 
to heed their demands. 

“We will begin by staging 
sit-ins and organise a 
protest march if the govern- 
ment does nor meer all our 
demands,” he said. 

Mr. Abu Ghida said that 
the JEA is still waiting for 
the government to call for a 
joint meeting tc* discuss all 
of these issues. 

“We are ready to meet 
with the government at any 
time. But it should fulfil its 
prior stated commitments,” 
he added. 

The JEA had threatened 
to organise a strike in Octo- 
ber if the government did 
nor respond positively ro 
their demands. 

But JEA members later 
called off the strike after 
they signed the memoran- 
dum of understanding 
which was described by 
members as “a declaration 
of intents rather than a real 
agreement.” 

They had told the Jordan 
Times that no specific fig- 
ures whatsoever were men- 
tioned in the text of the 
agreement and the quantity 
of the raise in the basic 
salary were not specified. 
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Palestinian, Jordanian police delegations 
discuss cooperation 
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AMMAN (Petra; — Pub- 
lic Security Department 
1 (PSD) Chief Lieutenant 
■ General Nasouh Muhieddin 
and his Palestinian counter- 
: part Major General Ghazi 
Jabali Wednesday held 
talks to promote bilateral 
- cooperation between police 
' ’ajty&atosl • a.- • . j 
rt Maj: ,, Gen. Jabali briefed 

< .t. 


- ifie Jofdahiatf police offi-| ^highly 
'rials on 
regarding 


Palestinian cadres. 

Lieut. Gen. Muhieddin 
reiterared Jordan’s eager- 
ness to extend assistance to 
the Palestinians. 

Maj. Gen. Jabali lauded 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s efforts as well as his 
support for the Palestinians. 

“King' Hussein's' historic 
and courageous stand is 


appreciated '" by 
rials on pefeeived needs' Palestinian President Yass- 
the training of er Arafat and the Palestini- 


ans themselves," he said, 
adding that upon the King's 
directives Jordanian offi- 
cials will initiate coopera- 
tion with the Palestinians, 
particularly in training 

Palestinian cadres. 

Maj. Gen. Jabali 
described Swaqa Rehabili- 
tation Centre as of the most 
developed’ in the/wdrid. ■■ 
” He and his delegation left' 1 
Amman following a three- 
day visit. 


Madaba schools to undergo upgrade 
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* AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Edu- 
, cation will implement school construction 
_ and maintenance work in the Madaba gov- 
. eraorate at a total cost of JD 2.5 million. 
. according to Director of the Madaba Edu- 
cation Department Wajih Qasem. 

He maintained that the ministry will build 
r nine model schools in various parts of the 
i goveraorate at an estimated cost of JD 2 
fnuUiou. 

** Dr. Qasem explained that the depart- 
ment’s plan for 1997 envisages comprehen- 
sive maintenance for 10 schools at a total 
cost of JD 300,000. 

The plan also provides for the construc- 
tion of sanitary units in eight schools at a 


cost of JD 200,000. 

The director stated that his department 
has provided school administrations with a 
specialised educational bulletin covering 
all technical and administrative aspects of 
educational management. 

He added that the plan envisages the 
intensification of supervisor visits to 
schools to assess administrative and techni- 
cal situations and to remove any obstacles 
facing the educational process. 

Dr. Qasem described department plans to 
upgrade teacher performances through on- 
the-job training, including that of the new 
curriculum. 


Editor of weekly tabloid 
released on bail 


Ministry withdraws ‘advance 
permission’ circular 

en 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to The Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Yousef Gbeis- 
han, the editor-in-chief of 
the weekly satiric tabloid- 
Abed Rabbo, who was 
ordered detained on Tues- 
day on charges of slander- 
ing a deputy and a minister, 
was released on bail the fol- 
lowing day, bis attorney 
said. 

Mr. Gheishan was 
ordered detained by 
Amman Prosecutor Jamil 
Zou’bx after Minister of 
Public Works Abdul Hadi 
Majali and Islamist Deputy 
Ibrahim Zeid Kilani filed a 
lawsuit against the newspa- 
per. 

“The Court of Appeals 
accepted our request to free 
Mr- Gheishan on a JD 400 
bail,” said Defence Lawyer 
Habes Shboul. 

He told the Jordan Times 
dial the court had based its 
decision to set Mr. Gheis- 
han on bail as “his release 
will not interfere with the 
course of investigations and 
is not a threat to national 
security.” 

Mr. Gheishan was arrest- 
ed in his Madaba home ar 
11:30 p.m. on charges of 
slandering and tarnishing 
another individual’s image 
and dignity. 

Last week, responsible 
editor for the same newspa- 


per, imar Nadi, was also 
c--?red detained by the 
P i an prosecutor on the 
s ■ . charges. 

Nadi spent three days 
iii" “prison before being 
released on bail. 

Messrs. Gheishan and 
Nadi's detention came fol- 
lowing the respective 
appearances in two separate 
newspaper issues of a cari- 
cature which described 
Deputy Kilani as a “hyp- 
ocrite” and a news item 
accusing the minister of 
public works of stealing 
cars. 

During his interrogation 
by the prosecutor, Mr. Nadi 
claimed he was on sick 
leave when the items were 
published in the newspaper. 

Mr. Gheishan. on the 
other hand, denied being 
editor-in-chief of the news- 
paper, when interrogated, 
and told Prosecutor Zou’bi 
that he was only a journal- 
ist. 

Both journalists pleaded 
not guilty to the charges. 

Mr. Zou’bi told the Jor- 
dan Times Wednesday that 
he is planning to refer both 
editors to court “to deter- 
mine who was the editor in 
chief when the slanderous 
news items were pub- 
lished.” 

On Wednesday, Reporters 
Sans Frontieres, a Paris- 
based group which pro- 


motes journalists' rights 
world-wide, appealed to 
His Majesry King Hussei; 
to defend press freedoms 
and protested against the 
derenrion of Mr. Gheishan. 

The organisation main- 
tained that 12 journalists 
were arrested in Jordan in 
1996 and expressed con- 
cerns "particularly as Jor- 
dan has ratified the 
International Covenant in 
Civil and Political Rights. 
Article 19. which guaran- 
tees the right to freedom of 
information.” 

On Monday, the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) 
Council, which strongly 
opposes the detention "of 
any journalist, issued a 
strong warning of perma- 
nent expulsion from the 
association due to the per- 
formance of some weekly 
tabloids. 

“Some of these weeklies 
are not abiding by press 
ethics and are tarnishing 
our culture, values and tra- 
dition and they are abusing 
press freedoms in a scan- 
dalous manner.” the JPA 
statement said. 

Last week, during a Par- 
liament session, several 
deputies also criticised the 
contents of some weeklies, 
describing their news items 
as indecent and unethical in 
their approach. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ramadan charity campaign distributes items 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ramadan charity campaign organised by the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Development Wednesday continued distributing assistance in 
both the Amman and Madaba govemorates. The higher committee, headed by 
HRH Princess Basma, extended" assistance to 400 families on Wednesday. Min- 
ister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul Sal am Abbadi affirmed that the com- 
mittee has drawn a plan to secure a fair distribution of such assistance to the needy 
in all govemorates. According to Dr. Abbadi, the committee has distributed blan- 
kets, clothes and food to over 2.000 families since the month-began. .> 

■ •• . I * i- * •* j , 

Irbid health departments report violations 

IRBID (Petra) — According to health departments in the Irbid govemorate, 361 
food industries were closed in 1996 for violating health regulations and almost 
1,100 factories were fined for similar violations. 


Royal academy releases publication on life of Jesus 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal Academy for Religious Studies released a new pub- 
lication entitled “The Life of the Prophet Jesus” by Ibn Asaker Al-Dimashqi. 

The book is the work of researcher Suleiman Ali Murad and published by Dar AI- 
Shurouq in Amman. 

The book is a biography of Jesus Christ using the material of historian Al-Qaem Ali 
Ben Al-Hassan Bin Hibab, known as Ibn Asaker in his “History of Damascus." well- 
known among Arab historians. 

The book contains items taken from the Bible, Koran. Hadith and original sources. 
The researcher considers his biography suitable for Muslims to understand Christ’s 
life and the state of Christianity during the period in which Ibn Asaker lived. 

The researcher used two original documents from the “History' of Damascus;" the 
first a Damascus library item and the second an Ahmed the Third library item from 
Istanbul. 


By Maria Bizri 

”ial in the Jordan Times 

^‘AN — The Min- 

’! . .»f Culture Wednes- 

"Jwithdrew a contro- 
;; a ial circular which ir 
»iad released earlier this 
month, requiring that all 
cultural activities in the 
Kingdom obtain prior 
ministry approval. 

The decision to with- 
draw the circular was 
made by acting Minister 
of Culture and Minister of 
Youth Mohammad 

Daoudieh. 

Minister of Culture 
Ahmad Qudah is on an 
official visit to Egypt. 

Informed sources told 
the Jordan Times that the 
decision to prohibit cul- 
tural activities without 
prior approval was token 
following a theatrical per- 
formance thought to be 
anti-religion. 

They described the deci- 
sion as taken at the min- 
istry level and reversed on 
directives from the prime 
ministry. 

Dr. Qudah, on Jan. 6, 
dispatched a circular 
which stipulated that 
organisers of any cultural, 
scientific or artistic activ- 
ity obtain advance written 
consent from the directors 
of their respective local 
cultural department. 

According to the direc- 
tives, these directors were 
then obligated to examine 
the programme of Lhe pro- 
posed activity, both in 
form and content, before 
official approval would 
be conceded and duly 
endorsed by the local 
governor. 

~ The circular was retract- 
ed yesterday by Mr. 
Daoudieh, after a meeting 
President of the Jordan 
Writers Association 


peopl^ 
i the n , 
lehlet 


Ibrahim Absi. 
meeting, Mr. 
and Mr. Ab*’ 
the needs of * 
rion as well as 
tural centres and 0 f ■ .ill- 
sations in the Kin.^om. 

They agreed that cultur- 
al creativity and freedom 
of speech must go hand in 
hand. 

Mr. Absi expressed his 
appreciation for the acting 
minister's role in encour- 
aging the growth of an 
atmosphere conducive to 
the development of seri- 
ous national culture. 

In a press conference 
held last week. Dr. Qudah 
had stated that the circu- 
lar was intended to 
“ensure coordination 
between the ministry's 
activities and the activi- 
ties of different organisa- 
tions. unions and cultural 
centres of the country.” 

He added that the min- 
istry was “concerned with 
political culture and the 
level of awareness it cre- 
ates among citizens." but 
that the ministry tended to 
“make a distinction 
between turning cultural 
organisations and associa- 
tions into political parties 
and the creation of a cer- 
tain level of political 
awareness among citizens 
through cultural activi- 
ties." 

The circular was justi- 
fied by Dr. Qudah as 
being "merely administra- 
tive and organisational." 

It had drawn bitter criti- 
cism from Karak Deputy 
Nazih Ammarin and Al 
Dustcur columnist 

George Haddad who 
charged that the ministry' 
was attempting to repress 
intellectual activities. 
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CONCERT 

* Performance by artists from Aqaba govemorate at the 
Royal Cultural Centre on Thursday at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITION/SALE 

* Exhibition of old prints, arts and crafts and bazaar at Umm Al 
Qundum on Airport Rd. exit to Arabian Horse Club every Friday 
from 11 a.m. — 5 pjn. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Ramdaniat exhibition from Wadi Dana Nature Reserve (silver| 
nature jewelery, jams, dried fruits) and Jordan River Designs 
< JRDl ornaments (tabelcloths, candies, embroidered accessories) 
at JRD showroom, Jabal Amman, Frist Circle (Tel. 6130S1). 
until Feb. 10. 

* Exhibition on the "Institute of the Arab World in Paris" at the 
French Cultural Centre, until Feb. 6. 

* Paintings by Muhammad Ali Shaker ar the Orient Gallery. 
Issam Ajlouni Street, Shmeisani. until Jan. 30. 

* Photographic exhibition on the life of the Founder of Pakistan, 
at Quaid-e-Azam Hall, Embassy of Pakistan, Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 
622787, 624680), until January 31..* Works by Jordanian artists 
at the Royal Cultural Centre, until Jan. 30. 
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Controversy arises over alleged extortion in Zarqa 
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By Sacha Baggili. 

Special to the Jordan Times 
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AMMAN — A fierce con- 
troversy has been sparked 
by accusations that Zarqa 
municipality employees 
are extorting money from 
shopowners in the city. 

Zarqa Deputy Bassam 
Emmoush. a member of 
the Islamic Action Front- 
stated in Parliament 
extortion has played a 
f role in dealings between 
citizens and the Zarqa 
municipality, from com- 
mercial to building 
^fences. 

S-P In addition, complaints 
^rfeagainst the municipality 
jj fehave centred around claims 
^ftJhat employees are 
^demanding money from 
^llshopowflers w ho wish to 
'^!«fisplay merchandise on the 
rf.^pavements outside their 
J^hops. 

,'^^'When contacted by the 
^iWjwdan Times, Mayor of 
sEarqa Mustafa Fayad 
^declined to comment other 
“tf people really 
relieve extortion is being 
^practised by the municipal- 
then they can take their 
l^mplaints to court.” 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, President of 
Zarqa Chamber of 
jmmerce Ibrahim Taqi- 
said “I have not 
P^rd shopowners com- 
Plain that municipality 
^loyees are practising 


I 


extortion. If such a prob- 
lem exists, why don’t peo- 
ple come here and tell us 
so that we can address it? 
Our doors are open.” 

New regulations con- 
cerning the display of 
goods on the pavements 
outside shops were estab- 
lished as a result of a meet- 
ing between the municipal- 
ity and the Zarqa Chamber 
of Commerce several 
months ago. 

According to Dr. Taqi- 
Eddin, the new regulations 
stipulate that each 
shopowner be authorised 
“a 30 cm allotted space 
outside their shops. This is 
the limit for any shop 
keeper and is granted free 
of charge.” 

However, in interviews 
with traders around the 
city, the Jordan Times was 
told that money was still 
being collected by munici- 
pality employees in order 
that shopkeepers might 

display merchandise. 

“Here is the receipt for a 
payment we made on Jan. 
23, “ one shopkeeper said, 
requesting anonymity for 
fear of reprisal. 

“Municipality employees 
come and collect money 
from us for displaying 
goods outside the shop. We 
don't know when they are 
going to come but we pay 
when asked. Last time, we 
paid JD 50 but sometimes 
[the sum is higher],” he 


added. 

When asked by the Jor- 
dan Times if he was aware 
of the new regulations per- 
mitting “30 "cm free of 
charge” the man respond- 
ed, "Yes. we were told of 
this new rule but officials 
still demand money 
regardless of how much 
space our merchandise 
takes up on the pavement 
and if we don’t pay they 
threaten to close our shop.” 

Indicating a vegetable 
shop exhibiting an array of 
goods on the pavement and 
clearly violating the “30 
cm regulation” one trader 
asserted “the owner of that 
shop works at the munici- 
pality and so he takes up as 
much of the pavement as 
he wishes and he pays 
nothing." 

Regulations concerning 
merchandise displays were 
initially established to 
solve problems caused by 
the expanding number of 
traders arriving in Zarqa to 
sell their goods on the 
pavements. 

“In addition to obstruct- 
ing pedestrians, such unli- 
censed traders were posing 
health risks by selling 
foods unfit for human con- 
sumption,” Dr. Taqi-Eddin 
said. 

He maintained that prob- 
lems were so severe that a 
law was enacted to prohib- 
it any display of goods on 
pavements. 


This regulation also 
applied ro shopkeepers. 

Later, the municipality 
endorsed a system of 
“donations” in which pay- 
ments were made to the 
municipality if shopowners 
wished to use pavement 
space. 

Subsequently, a com- 
plaint was made by a Zarqa 
shopowner that these dona- 
tion fees were excessive 
and petitioned the Cham- 
ber of Commerce to reme- 
dy the situation. 

“For this reason we initi- 
ated the meeting with the 
municipality and the ‘30 
cm free of charge' arrange- 
ment was agreed upon,” 
said Ad nan Zahran. a rep- 
resentative of the Zarqa 
Chamber of Commerce. 

In discussions, shopownr 
ers told the Jordan Times 
that the reason for silence 
amongst traders on this 
issue was a pervasive fear 
of reprisals from munici- 
pality employees. 

"I wouldn't dare take a 
complaint to the Zarqa 
Chamber of Commerce, 
municipality employees 
would probably shut my 
shop down if I did,” 
another shopkeeper said 
also requesting anonymity. 

According to a report in 
the Jan. 21st edition of Al- 
Sabeel weekly newspaper, 
journalists witnessed the 
closing of a shop. A munic- 
ipality employee at the 


scene told them that he 
could not state the reasons 
for the closure. 

But the shopowner 
asserted that he had been 
asked to pay JD 1 ,500 in 
order for his shop to stay- 
open this year. 

However, Mr. Taqi-Eddin 
maintained that the munic- 
ipality could not shut down 
any shop in Zarqa without 
a court order. 

He also stated, “I have 
not heard of any recent clo- 
sures in Zarqa.” 

Another Zarqa street 
vendor interviewed by the 
Jordan Times said that, 
according to a statement 
made by the Mayor of 
Zarqa Mustapha Fayad in 
an Arabic daily newspaper, 
he was permitted to contin- 
ue his street sales during 
Ramadan, without paying 
a fee, but would have to 
halt this activity thereafter. 

“But two days after 
Ramadan had began, 
municipality employees 
approached me and 
demanded that 1 pay the JD 
10 fee for selling goods on 
the pavement.” he said. 

Dr. Emmoush was 
unavailable for comment 
Wednesday regarding the 
consequences of his recent 
statements in Parliament. 

(This article was com- 
piled with the help of Zaid 
Khalaf.) 


i Cold air mass headed towards Kingdom’ 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Department of Meteorology Wednesday predicted heavy rainfall and snow 
on Thursday evening and Friday, as a result of a cold air mass originating in North Europe. 
Department source*, said the cold mass will result in heavy rainfall in most parts of the country and 
snow in Ajloun. Sharah and Mu'ab heights on Thursday. 

li warned of frost formation in the Jordan Valley area and called on farmers to take necessary mea- 
sures to protect their crops. 
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Afghanistan’s Taleban militia 
ot t>ws to finish Dostum by force 


(AFP) — The Ta- 
T j' militia vowed Wed- 
l€t i\ ii would soon march 
i! .onhem Afghanistan to 
def* v .t its strong opponent 
Gei.eral Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum. dubbing his powerful 
ethnic Uzbek troops blood- 
suckers. official sources 
said Wednesday. 

"Soon the forces of the Is- 
lamic state will cross the 
Hindu Kush Ranges to up- 
root Dostum" in his north- 
ern fiefdom. Taleban -con- 
trolled Radio Shariat said. 

In its harshest verbal at- 
tack to date, the broadcast 
appealed to the people of 
northern Afghanistan to rise 
against Gen. Dostum, "a 
blood-sucking notorious 
hireling of Russians." 

“Take even - oppon unity 
to attack Dostum, before 
more families are affected 


in a devastating war." the 
station said. de< ng the 
northern warlord'JZ/ifcnemy 
of the people." 

Gen. Dostum controls six 
provinces in nonhem Af- 
ghanistan. 

Earlier the religious mili- 
tia's most senior leader in 
Kabul. Mulla Mohammad 
Rabbani. had a meeting 
Tuesday with some pro-Ta- 
leban local chieftains from 
northern Jauzjan. Gen. Dos- 
tum's main political and 
military base, the radio 
reported. 

Mr. Rabbani. chairman of 
the Tuleban's ruling Kabul 
Council, appreciated their 
support to the religious mi- 
litia and assured that “the 
people of northern pro- 
vinces will be soon liberat- 
ed from despotism." 

The report was interpreted 


by observers a serious indi- 
cation that the Taleban ap- 
peared to be heading for 
another assault to cripple 
Gen. Dostum militarily. 

Over the past two weeks 
the Taleban. in their dramat- 
ic victory marches, captured 
several important towns and 
key Bagram Air Base to the 
north of the Afghan capital. 

The Pushtun dominated 
Taleban have vowed to cap- 
ture northern Afghanistan 
by force and now have only 
to cross the snow-covered 
Hindu Kush Ranges to deal 
with the Uzbek forces and 
the militia's other non- 
Pushtun enemies. 

The anti-Taleban alliance 
which includes the forces of 
Gen. Dostum and the for- 
mer Afghan Defence Minis- 
ter Ahmad Shah Masood 
have already blown up sec- 


tions of the Salang Highway 
which is the quickest route 
to the north. 

The Taleban seized Kabul 
on Sept. 27 and hold now 
more than two-thirds of the 
war- tom country. 

Meanwhile, a senior U.S. 
official said Tuesday the Is- 
lamic Taleban militia in Af- 
ghanistan are too conserva- 
tive and the country should 
have a government accept- 
able to all Afghans. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State for South Asia 
Robin Raphel said Wa- 
shington maintained strict 
neutrality over Afghanistan, 
adding the Taleban were 
“too conservative." 

“It is a tragedy that the 
country is still suffering 20 
years on," she told reporters 
at the end of her five-day 
official trip to Bangladesh. 


A Taleban gunner sits on a truck-mounted 23mm anti-aircraft cannon in front of Ahmad Shah Masood s guest 
house in Jabui Seraj in this recent picture. The Taleban have also captured Guibahar on the entrance to Pamsher 
Valley stronghold of Mr. Masood (AFP photo) 


3 opposition leaders charged in Albania 


TIRANA < AFP) — Alban- 
ian authorities launched a 
political and legal offensive 
uguinM the opposition for its 
role in recent demonstra- 
tions Wednesday, bringing 
charges against its three 
main leaders and arresting 
dozens of officials. 

The secretary' general of 
the Socialist <e\-Commu- 
nisn Party. Rexhep Meida- 
ni. the leader of the Social 
Democratic Party. Jinushi 
Skender. and Arhen lmumi 
of the Democratic Alliance 
were all accused of “respon- 
sibiliiv" for a wave of vio- 
lent demonstrations (hat 
have swept across Albania 
in the past week, the So- 
cialist Party said. 

Protestors were venting 
their anger over the collapse 


of a number of bogus finan- 
cial schemes in which they 
had invested their savings, 
clashing with police and 
setting fire to public build- 
ings. 

The government has said 
repairing the damage will 
cost about $50 million. The 
Socialists have blamed the 
government for the collapse 
of the so-called Pyramid 
schemes and insisted the 
demonstrations are part of 
wider anger over govern- 
ment mismanagement of the 
economy. 

They have called on the 
government to resign and be 
replaced with a technocrat 
administration in which the 
opposition would be repre- 
sented. 

The government has 


bluntly rejected any such 
cooperation. 

As well as the three top 
opposition leaders, four lo- 
cal Socialist Party leaders 
were detained, the party 
said, including the secretary 
generals for the towns of 
Vlore and Berat in the 
south. Edward Alushi and 
Sokol Hazizi. and for Pesh- 
kopia in the north, Kedri 
Rapi. 

Another official in the 
southern town of fieri, Vla- 
dimir Shehu, was detained 
but freed on health grounds. 

A number of Socialist 
Party leaders in Tirana. 
Bandeli Majko, Ndre Legist 
and Mussa Ulguini were 
also charged over incidents 
in the capital Sunday, when 
violent demonstrations took 


place on the central Skan- 
denberg Square. 

In addition, dozens of 
people were arrested 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
throughout the country, par- 
ticularly in Berat. Accor- 
ding to newspaper reports. 
Prosecutor General AJush 
Dragoshi has demanded that 
“all officials who appealed 
for violence" be charged. 

An estimated one in three 
Albanians have sunk a total 
of $1 billion into the shaky 
investment schemes, which 
were widespread in Albania 
until parliament oudawed 
them last Thursday. 

President Sali Berisha 
pledged Tuesday that all 
those who lost their life sav- 
ings in collapsed schemes 
would be compensated 


Burma tells Albright to leave country alone 


RANGOON iR) — Burma 
on Wednesday advised new 
U.S. Secretary of State Ma- 
deleine Albright to learn 
from the experience of for- 
mer American Defence Se- 
cretary Robert McNamara 
and not interfere in the 
country’s affairs. 

Commentaries in two 
state-owned newspapers 
<aid Mr. McNamara, who 
was Pentagon chief during 
the Vietnam War. had writ- 
ten in a book that he was 
aggrieved b> his country's 


unnecessary intervention in 
the domestic affairs of 
Vietnam. 

"I would like to present a 
good advice to Madeleine 
K. Albright to read In Re- 
trospect:'The Tragedy And 
Lessons Of Vietnam by for- 
mer Secretary of Defence 
McNamara." said the writer 
of the commentary. 

“Mr. McNamara's confes- 
sion has spotlighted the 
temperament and stand of 
the southeast Asian people. 
It is the truth that is worth 


many lives." the commen- 
tary added. 

Ms. Albright led recent 
United Nations criticism of 
the ruling military State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC) which 
resulted in a resolution by 
the world assembly rebuk- 
ing the country for sup- 
pressing opposition. 

She condemned the 
SLORC's repression of an- 
ti-government student un- 
rest in Rangoon last month 
and the treatment of opposi- 


tion leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi. 

. The . newspaper .commen- 
taries said the Burmese peo- 
ple would not support Ms. 
Suu Kyi. 

“It is time to realise that 
Myanmar (Burmese) people 
never support Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi. Followers of 
imperialists are never ac- 
cepted by the fatherland. 
They fall without fail in one 
way or another." the com- 
mentaries added. 


Clinton expects to meet with Yeltsin in March 

Nov. 5 and fell ill earlier this month to double pneumonia 
— touching off debate in parliament over whether he 
should resign. 

In his news conference. Mr. Clinton stressed that he had 
“no private information that is inconsistent with the public 
statements of the Russian government on President 
Yeltsin's health." 

“I have no reason to believe, based on any information I 
have, that his condition is any different from what the 
Russian government has said it is " Mr. Clinton said. 

Also Tuesday. President Clinton said “mistakes were 
made in raising money for his reelection campaign, but 
insisted contributors did not buy influence with him and the 
system is not corrupt 

At a wide-ranging news conference in the White House 
east room that spanned issues ranging from Boris Yeltsin's 
health to domestic budget concerns. Mr. Clinton said an 
overhaul of U.S. campaign financing laws was long over- 
due and promised to do all he can to fix the system. 

“Nobody is blameless here. It costs so much money to pay 
for these campaigns that mistakes were made by people 
who either did it deliberately or inadvertently." said Mr. 
Clinton, who has been under fire since last year’s presiden- 
tial campaign for condoning fund-raising tactics that some 
critics contend verged on being corrupt. 

“It's up to others to decide whether those mistakes were 
made deliberately or inadvertently," the Democratic presi- 
dent said, alluding to congressional and Justice Department 
probes. “lt‘s up to me do what I can to clean up the system." 

Mr. Clinton, who is backing a pending campaign reform 
measure sponsored by Senators John McCain, an Arizona 
Republican, and Russell Feingold. a Wisconsin Democrat, 
admitted it was inappropriate to have a top federal banking 
regulator attend a May 1996 White House meeting over 
coffee with more than a dozen leading bankers and 
Democratic Part}' fund-raisers. 

Some of the bankers pumped more than $300,000 into 
Clinton campaign coffers after the meeting, and the regula- 
tor — comptroller of the currency Eugene Ludwig — has 
said he would not have gone if he had known the nature of 
the event. 


WASHINGTON 1 R 1 — U.S. President Bill Clinton said 
TucmLix lie expects to meet in March with Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin as planned, although officials said 
the -uinmii might be in a third country due to the Kremlin 
leader's health. 

A senior administration official said there was a “strong 
possibility" the meeting now set for the United States 
would lv held elsewhere i«* ease the travel strain on Mr. 
’S'elt sin. 

"We h«i\c a huge, lull agenda." Mr. Clinton said of his 
•vi.-eduied summit with Mr. Yeltsin. “And we have been 
gt-.en in* impression h\ the Russians that we aren’t still 
going to lute the Yeltsin -Clint on meeting in the March 
timeframe." 

Mr. Yeltsin, looking alert and smiling, appeared on 
Russian Telex ision Tuesday for the first time in three weeks 
in a bid to calm concerns about his long-term health and his 
ability to govern. 

He was shown talking with Prime Minister Viktor 
Chvmonix rdin. who will he in Washington next week for 
talks with Vice President Al Gore that include finalising 
details of the summit. 

The adminisiruiinn official, who spoke on condition he 
is 'i be identified, said a “meeting in a third eountry is a 
strong possibility ... although the United States has not been 
ruled out." 

Mi. Clinton, during a White House news conference, 
stressed that the meeting w as "very important." noting the 
various economic and security issues on the agenda. 

He cited sexeral issues that need to be dealt with — 
including the expansion of North Atlantic Treaty 
Orgnisation iNATOi. which Moscow sees as a security 
threat, and Washington's desire for Mr. Yeltsin to press for 
ratification of the START II treaty on reducing both nation’s 
nuclear arsenals. 

“So 1 think we’ll go right on. and I expect to have that 
meeting in March." Mr. Clinton said. “And I expect it to be 
an important one mid. I hope, a successful one." 

Mr. Clinton’s comments washed away earlier comments 
by administration officials who suggested that the summit 
might have to be delayed because of Mr. Yeltsin's health 
problems. 

The 65-year-old Yeltsin had quintuple bypass surgery 


S. Africa’s Zulu party in turmoil after leaders quit 


DURBAN tRi — South 
African Zulu leader Mango- 
suihu Buthelezi is casting 
his lnkatha Freedom Party 
iIFP) into turmoil by dri- 
ving off senior members 
with his hardline, autocratic 
leadership, political ana- 
lysts say. 

Mr. Buthelezi is hoping to 
revive his party, ready for a 
tough fight in the ! 999 elec- 


tions with the African Na- 
rional Congress (ANC) of 
his arch-rival. President 
Nelson Mandela. 

Bui on the way his high- 
handed methods are alienat- 
ing senior lnkatha members, 
newspapers quoted party 
insiders as saying. 

Three leaders announced 
at the weekend they were 
quitting, including rhe par- 


ty's top two officials after 
Mr. Buthelezi — Secretary- 
General Ziba Jiyane and 
Chairman Frank Mdlalose. 
who is also stepping down 
as premier of Kwazulu-Na- 
wl province, the heartland 
of support for the Zulu- 
based parry. 

The official reasons given 
for their decisions were ill- 
health and personal matters. 


Further resignations are 
being predicted in early 
February. 

"There is widespread dis- 
sent in lnkatha and it is in a 
genuine state of crisis. It is 
doing badly organisational- 
ly and is in total disarray," 
said Alexander Johnston of 
the University of Natal’s 
Politics Department. 


Hundreds 
of women, 
children 
killed by 
Burundi 
army — U.N. 

GENEVA (AFP) — The 
army in Burundi has mas- 
sacred hundreds of women 
and children in the last two 
months as the country 
plunged deeper into civil 
war, according to a United 
Nations report published 
here Wednesday. 

At least 1,100 people 
were killed by the military 
or by Hutu rebels between 
Dec. 1 and Jan. 22, accord- 
ing to the report by the 
U.N. Human Rights 
Mission in Burundi. 

Out of 50 reported inci- 
dents, more than 28 were 
the work of elements with- 
in the Tutsi-dominated 
army. These incidents 
claimed several hundred 
victims, the majority of 
them women and children, 
the report said. 

Burundi has been tom for 
three years by a civil war 
pitting Hutu rebels against 
the Tutsi-led army. More 
than 150.000 people have 
died. 

Human rights observers 
said civilians had been the 
main victims of the 
increase in violence and 
military operations in the 
past two months. 

U.N. observers said a sig- 
nificant development, apart 
from the massacres attrib- 
uted to the array, was the 
use of mines by rebels. 

Entire Hutu populations 
have been forced into 
camps by the army, 
allegedly for their protec- 
tion. the report said. 

In the northeastern 
Karuzi province alone, 
some 100,000 people are 
crammed into 24 camps, 
while U.N. observers be- 
lieve at least 200.000 peo- 
ple have been evicted from 
their homes and sent to 
camps across the country. 

On Dec. 2 and 3 some 
700 people were killed in 
the northwest Kayanza 
province in the worst army- 
led massacre in the past 
two months. Less than 
three weeks later army 
troops killed a further 121 
people near the capital 
Bujumbura, the report said. 

It added that at least 150 
people were killed in Jan- 
uary in Bubanza, Muyinga 
and Cibitoke. 

Observers reported that 
another 58 people were 
killed by the rebels in IS 
separate incidents. 

The crisis in Burundi has 
been fuelled by an econom- 
ic embargo imposed on the 
small central African na- 
tion by its neighbours after 
Burundi strongman Pierre 
Buyoya, a Tutsi, toppled 
former Huru President 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya 
in a coup on July 25. 

As a result of these sanc- 
tions. the price of fuel, food 
and medicine has shot up. 
the report said. 


Algerian press ponders 
who killed unionist leader 


PARIS (R) — Algerian 
trade union boss Abdulhak 
Benhamouda. gunned down 
in central Algiers, gasped 
out as he died: “Kamel, my 
brother, they have betrayed 
us," an Algerian newspaper 
said Wednesday. 

His words, the ambush in 
May 1st Square Tuesday 
and the escape in the heavi- 
ly policed city of the gun- 
men — said by the govern- 
ment to be Muslim funda- 
mentalists — raised wide- 
spread questions Wednes- 
day over the killing and its 
motives. 

Algeria's independent 
newspapers asked: “Who 
killed Benhamouda?." one 
of Algerian President Lia- 
mine Zeroual’s main politi- 
cal backers and a powerful 
figure who was preparing to 
step down from his union 
and start his own political 
party. 

Al Khabar quoted Ben- 
hamouda's last words as he 
fell into the arms of a broth- 
er unionist in the million- 
strong Union Generale Des 
Travailleurs Algerians 
(UGTA) he beaded. 

It added: “No fewer than 
14 bullets had beeo emptied 
into him." and said his 
death was “classed among 
all the political assassina- 
tions through which the 
country has lived." 

AJ Khabar cited among 
them the killing in Annaba 
town of President Moham- 
mad Boudiaf in June 1992, 
for which Lembarek Bou- 
maraafi. a member of his 
own security force was con- 
victed. sentenced to death, 
but remains in prison. 


As ripples from the killing 
spread in the North African 
country and abroad, ana- 
lysts in France who closely 
follow events in its former 
colony, said Benhamouda 
appeared to have been 
killed by a rival faction 
within the ruling hierarchy. 

One pointed out that Mr. 
Zeroual described him as 
having been shot by “trai- 
tors" rather than “terror- 
ists," which is Algiers’ 
usual official term for fun- 
damentalists. 

The Algerian newspaper 
Al Watan commented: 
“...From the announcement 
of the creation of liis party. 
Mr. Benhamouda has ap- 
peared...as a key man in the - 
political debate. And at the 
centre of intense political 
controversy. 

“Who assassinated Mr. 
Benhamouda. Who profited 
from this crime. A question 
aJl the world is asking. Is it 
the FIDA (Front Islamique 
du Djihad en Algerie)...or is 
it a political paying of 
scores?" 

Several Algerian newspa- 
pers, including the govern- 
ment-run Al Moudjahid. 
said Mr. Benhamouda died 
with his gun in his hand. 

L'Authentique said: “He 
fired back before succomb- 
ing." 

Another independent pa- 
per Liberte asked whether 
Mr. Benhamouda had died 
because he was “the new- 
political man who was 
prepari ng to upset the 
national chessboard... Who 
killed him, or rather, who 
ordered his elimination.” 

Even the official newspa- 


per Al Moudjahid said: “It 
is not easy to understand 
this killing and the reasons 
which truly motivated it.” 

The UGTA leader had es- 
caped one earlier assassina- 
tion bid and his brother was 
killed in another, blamed 
Muslim rebels. 

Benhamouda. a vocifer- 
ous anti-Islamist, was the 
best known figure to die in 
over two weeks of intensi- 
fied bloodshed which has 
marked the Muslim fasting 
month of Ramadan. 

Mr. Zeroual. who 
four days earlier had vowed 
to eradicate “terrorism” 
from Algeria, mourned 
Benhamouda's death as a 
loss for the country and its 
workers. 

Only hours after his death, 
in the continuing violence a 
booby-trapped parcel ex- 
ploded in the garrison town 
of Blida, 50 kilometres 
south of the capital Algiers, 
killing one person' and 
wounding 17, the Algerian 
security' forces said. 

Just hours before Benha- 
mouda was shot, an Italian 
Foreign Ministry official said 
Rome would propose a peace 
initiative at a meeting next 
week with France and Spain. 

At least 176 people have 
been killed since Jan. 10. 
with some Algerian news- 
papers putting the figure at 
up to 250. 

About 60,000 people have 
died _ in the five-year^ld 
conflict, which erupted in 
1992 after the authorities 
cancelled a general election 
dominated by Islamists 
New elections are promised 
before July this year. 


Cuba not for sale, Castro tells U.S. 


HAVANA (R) — Cuban 
President Fidel Castro 
Tuesday angrily dismissed a 
U.S. plan to provide Cuba 
with billions of dollars in 
help if it dumps its Commu- 
nist system and Mr. Castro 
himself, telling Washington 
that Cuba is not for sale. 

“What most angers us is 
that they are trying to buy 
us,” Mr. Castro said. ’There 
is not strength or money in 
the world capable of turning 
us into slaves again." he 
told an annual rally in Ha- 
vana to mark the 154th an- 
niversary of the birth of Cu- 
ba's independence hero Jo- 
se Marti. 

“It is unworthy to think 
that liberty and dignity can 
be bought, unworthy that 
someone thinks that we will 
be capable of being slaves 
again " added Mr. Castro, in 
power since the 1959 revo- 
lution that toppled former 


dictator Fulgencio Batista. 

“.As if this people were 
capable of betraying the 
blood spilt since 1868 until 
now." he added, referring to 
the start of Cuba's indepen- 
dence wars against Spain. 

Mr. Castro. 70. was res- 
ponding to u document re- 
leased by the White House 
Tuesday that dangled before 
Cuba the prospect of bil- 
lions of dollars in loans and 
investment. It said the mo- 
ney could be Havana's if it 
embraced democracy and 
dumped Mr. Castro. 

Mr. Castro's reaction was 
predictable. Virtually since 
taking power, he has been 
resisting pressure from the 
United States for change. 
And after Washington 
toughened its 35-year-em- 
bargo with the Helms-Bur- 
ton Law last year. Havana 
vowed it would not bend to 
new threats. 


The White House docu- 
ment. with a preface written 
by President Bill Clinton, 
presented a “carrot" aspect of 
Helms-Bunon. outlining how 
the United States and othen 
would help Cuba if the coun- 
try joined the ranks of pros- 
perous democratic nations." 

“It is reasonable to project 
that during a six- year period 
following the establishment 
of a transition government. 
Cuba would receive front 
54 billion to $8 billion firora 
the international financial, 
institutions, multilateral 
ganisations and indiviinW 
countries." the report said. 

Cuba also could expect v 
attract more than $1 billiq® 
annually from its expam- 
ates in the United States ^ 
once Washington lifts lira* 1 * 
on money transfers — * 
well as hundreds of million* 
of dollars in foreign dired 
investment. 


Civilians hurt in suspected IRA attack 

id r« pt , „ 



BELFAST (R) — Several 
civilians were slightly hurt 
Tuesday when suspected 
Insh Republican Army 
(IRA) guerrillas fired two 
grenades at a British armv 
armoured vehicle in the 
heart of Catholic nationalist 
West Belfast. 

One missile hit the vehicle 
and the other struck a wall in 
a complex used as a commu- 
nity centre and an industrial 
training base for young peo- 
ple. security sources said 

"A number of local people 


suffered minor cuts and 
shock." a police source told 
Reuters. He said one person 
may also have suffered a 
heart attack. 


February, citing ftustraii°fl 
at being kept out of British 
peace talks. 

The attack was launch^ 
from an alley under covers 


There „ rrorn an aiiev under cow 

anv ^v ^n^ repons of early evening darkness * 3 
The art-ink ^ heavily built-up area wheF 

heightened ^ Wlt!l security forces 

its 

ag*™, , Sff end Bri.Uh n* 
rule last an all-Ireland state. 


-4 














. ft.-" 

iilt. 

»U in liunl o! Miin.ul sh.ili \|. 
Uiml 1 inlb:ili:ir on ill,, cnranc^ 




liOltl 

itlC kllllLl".' 

I '• ■ ' 

• L 'i-Jjait;. t . 

c 

til Vtlt.i!'. 


ft abi 

.!».!• 

ili:- m 

1 ■> • Jtia ir- 

nee w 

l:o vWvh 

v. h- • 

"•■l n„„ ^ 

its III 

it*. Soi : lies 

1 !■ 

‘ 1 ' k*. .. 

d IV 

uh.mio'.iti.i 

i . 

-fiic..’ V 

III Is 

,}•. v* !vc:t 


•irii.r.yy 

a rix 

.if (.!«. Ill'll 

kti! 

iMk-; . 

tilinc 

IllCJ.tK !»> 

\ t ■ : • . 

■-i* 


VJ Oil 1 . lb. A Mt 
-uikil him .i'- 
ii si 1**1 k "JiVI 
?r i i "!*.■: » * s 
eh 

i*.t ten". K ! rim 

IS 

/run iii v*. -j’.itv 
ji , iMMi’Vil ■.! 

Iifi *'! in ■ s'.:::*, 
titimui.' hi. .ij*- 
,i S-.i \ i*«. < !l >•'. Hi* 1 


1 '‘“ii'.' - . W * 1 
■ . n. 


'v* 


*!Mt.: V'O .»! 

■ ' 1. ' 

i-.li'd..* pi‘1’ 


> 


’■••.I ■‘.•■ii'A'.l 

Ms 

;L» \V|v i v ■ 

*’• . 

imte .Vtio-' 

.1 >i >" ! 

M i- .l-klf!*’ 

1- » 

ili. 

.\jUV 

«■;» \i ,, i * a • 

.■! .• 

fu it i*.»' 




ftrl!" t'l: -‘ v 


\j M.-id:. 

mid 


tli. . 

r • i.i ti.:; 1 . 

U 

illcjU. 

Ivti'IC ‘l'«“ 

■? : r • 

riidt’, ’■* 

v’.: 

. .i-k.-.l 

. -1 ' 
j 

v. .i- ’**.»' 

V*li»' 

!VV 

■ s " ! l , - i 

.III -K 

■ ... 

\ k . 


• ■*!! li !.:• is*.-" ■■:* ■ 

li\ Castr 


I, . ! • «' »'■ ! 

: 1 1 * .. 

.i '■ !l 




I i. nh . • I 1, 

•. • -.IM-.: S;'...'' 

- ii v. :. ■ 


. ,i !'« •• ■ 

!*:l 5s- ’ 

i , .i • • 1 ■ ■ 

' ■ : 1 


.L-« ■ ■ * 1 
Ij. *. 

i. . ’ I* *i 

’ \nr.i.i , .i- 


i.s W . • 

h ilv '■ 

v.«. !«■■■ 
koj'iii* 1 ■ " 


SUSpcVK'd 


SllSpC 

ill'! ! ' 

!**’!(• * 

W -.i"i ‘ 


■."t," II*- I C i '* ‘ ‘ ' 

f.l H.-lii'"- 

a v -"- 

ft u- 11 'i.-ns is. ■“ 

}i-\ 

,,r:.u ■ ■■ 5,1 ::v 


RA ;1 , 


. ■ . r 




A group ° f workers stand next to a stationary train at Sofia's main railway station during a one-hour strike 
Wednesday. Workers around Bulgaria kept up pressure on the ruling Socialists Wednesday with one-hour strikes 
and rallies to protest at the economic crisis and back opposition demands for early elections ("Reuter photo) 

Strikes mark 24th day of Bulgarian protests 

SOFIA (R) — Workers Sofia and the airport was town of Doupnitsa. where a UDF hopes defections 
around Bulgaria kept up open. shoe factory stopped work could stop Mr. Dobrev. 

. Depositors queued outside for an hour. Under the constitution, 

rust ruling Socialists Wed- banks to withdraw their sav- The nine deputies of die M r Siovanov hid ro rive 
nesday with smkes and ral- ings and buy dollars before Bulgarian Business Bloc the" m-mdnir. m the- w;.» 
lies to protest at the coun- hvper-inflation erodes their walked out of parliament, I- , ,5 . - a ’ 

try’s economic crisis and value completely. condemning both the ruling — parliament s biggest 

back opposition demands Wages have been inc- party and the opposition for party 3n d the caretaker gov- 
for early elections. reased in some kev sectors failing to tackle the crisis. emmem since Socialist 

As anti-government pro- to ward off strikes and com- After failing to find a Prime Minister Zhan Vide- 
tests reached their 24th con- pensate for inflation, fore- compromise between the nov resigned on Dec. 21. 
secutive day, national radio cast at 50 per cent for Ja- warring political factions. The opposition wants an 

said miners blocked the nuary alone. President Petar Stoyanov immediate general elecuon, 

main road between Sofia “We were told that our Tuesday asked Nikolai while the Socialists are pro- 
and the northern border wages were doubled but the Dobrev, the interior minister posing polls in the autumn, 
town of Rousse with bum- increase won’t come of the Socialist Paitv. to more^ than a vear before 
a , nd ': ehic ! es and through Ibr a month and by font! a new government, their mandate ' expires in 
held protest rallies at sever- then who knows what the The opposition Union of rwwnh» r 1 QQS 
aJ mines. lev-dollar rate will be,” said Democratic Forces (UDF) ~ r . 

Union officials said pro- ticket seller Lilia Nikolova said it would suspend its a< jT? . slu< Jf n P lan . a 

testers also blocked the road at Sofia's main station, boycott of the 240-seat par- torchlight rally Wednesday 
to the Danube ferry at Vi- where trains sounded their liament to try to stop Mr. even, "g and a contest to 
din. One-hour strikes halted hums at 10 a.m. (0900 Dobrev from winning app- choose Miss Protest and Mr. 
trains and affected schools GMT) to mark the start of roval for a aovem merit. Al- Vagabond — critics of their 

their strike. 

Church bells tolled in the 


and factories, but public 
transport ran normally in 


town of Doupnitsa. where a 
shoe factory stopped work 
for an hour. 

The nine deputies of the 
Bulgarian Business Bloc 
walked out of parliament, 
condemning both the ruling 
party and the opposition for 
failing to tackle the crisis. 

After failing to find a 
compromise between the 
warring political factions. 
President Petar Stoyanov 
Tuesday asked Nikolai 
Dobrev, the interior minister 
of the Socialist Party, to 
form a new government. 

The opposition Union of 
Democratic Forces (UDF) 
said it would suspend its 
boycott of the 240-seat par- 
liament to try to stop Mr. 
Dobrev from winning app- 
roval for a government. Al- 
though the Socialists have 
an absolute majority, the 


UDF hopes defections 
could stop Mr. Dobrev. 

Under the constitution, 
Mr. Stoyanov had to give 
the mandate to the Socia- 
lists — parliament's biggest 
party and the caretaker gov- 
ernment since Socialist 
Prime Minister Zhan Vide- 
nov resigned on Dec. 21. 

The opposition wants an 
immediate general election, 
while the Socialists are pro- 
posing polls in the autumn, 
more than a year before 
their mandate expires in 
December 1998. 

Sofia students plan a 
torchlight rally Wednesday 
evening and a contest to 
choose Miss Protest and Mr. 
Vagabond — critics of their 
daily rallies have dubbed 
them “mere vagabonds.” 


transport ran normally in Church bells tolled in the an absolute majority, the them “mere vagabonds.” 

French opposition forces emergency defence debate 


PARIS (R) — The French 
government agreed under 
.left-wing opposition .pres- 
sure Tuesday to an emer- 
gency debate on a Franco- 
German joint defence con- 
cept after protests that a 
document had been leaked 
to everyone except parlia- 
ment 

Last Friday the French 
daily Le Monde published 
extracts from the German 
version of the Joint Strate- 
gic Concept, approved at a 
Franco-German summit in 
Nuremberg, Germany, on 
Dec. 9. 

The document, obtained 
by Reuters Tuesday, said 
French and German security 
interests had become insep- 
arable, called for a dialogue 
on nuclear deterrence in a 
European defence policy 
and for consultation on 
intervention in international 
crises. 

“Our security interests are 
more and more insepara- 
ble,” the joint Franco-Ger- 

Milosevic i 

BELGRADE (R) — Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic sees dialogue 
as a way to end a crisis 
over election fraud and 
agrees the use of force is 
no solution, a Russian 
envoy said Wednesday. 

Russian First Deputy 
Foreign Minister Igor 
Ivanov, who met Mr. 
Milosevic Tuesday, said 
they agreed the 10- week 
impasse over opposition 
demands for the rein- 
statement of annulled 
electoral victories was 
an internal affair of 
Serbia, which has close 
links to Russia. 

Mr. Ivanov, who also 
talked to leaders of the 
opposition Zajedno (To- 
gether) Coalition, said it 
was not his role to medi- 
ate but to pass on Rus- 
sia’s “worries regarding 
the present situation.*" 
“Milosevic assured us 
that proposals on ways 
out of the crisis will be 
formulated soon and 
will express the political 
will for dialogue with all 
political forces in the 
country, as that is in the 
best interests for the 
Future of Yugoslavia,” 
Mr. Ivanov told a news 
conference at the Rus- 
sian embassy. 

He said Mr. Milosevic, 
who has made virtually 


man security and defence 
concept said.’ 

The leak embarrassed the 
government, since President 
Jacques Chirac had pro- 
mised that members of par- 
liament would receive the 
document and North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) and European Un- 
ion partners would be 
briefed on it before it was 
made public. 

There were angry scenes 
in the National Assembly 
when Defence Minister 
Charles Mi lion acknowl- 
edged the document had 
been sent only to the speak- 
er and the heads of the de- 
fence and foreign affairs 
committees. 

Left-wing former Defence 
Minister Jean-Pierre Cheve- 
nement accused the govern- 
ment of selling out to Ger- 
many and NATO in a secret 
deal struck behind parlia- 
ment’s back. 

Socialist floor leader Lau- 
rent Fabius, a former prime 


minister, said it was dis- 
graceful that the govern- 
ment should expect - parlia- 
ment to debate the, future of 
national service after' the 
abolition of conscription 
while withholding the docu- 
ment. 

National Assembly Presi- 
dent Philippe Seguin said 
Prime Minister Alain Juppe 
had promised the text would 
be sent to deputies Tuesday 
and the government would 
make a statement to parlia- 
ment Wednesday, followed 
by a debate. 

But that failed to calm the 
opposition, which refused 
to debate the National Ser- 
vice Bill until it had had 
time to study the Franco- 
German document. 

The debate began more 
than two hours late and was 
adjourned after an opening 
statement from Mr. Millon 
and a report from the Parlia- 
mentary Defence Commit- 
tee. 

The Foreign Ministry said 


it expected to officially re- 
lease the document to the 
media qn Jan. 30 after pre- 
setfirnje; .it “to EU ' partners 
Tuesday and to NATO allies 
on Jan. 29. 

The document stressed 
France and Germany would 
conduct a “concerted de- 
fence policy.” The two 
countries committed them- 
selves to “consultation 
about the degree of inter- 
vention aimed at preventing 
or settling a crisis.” 

The text stressed that the 
first duty of French and 
German forces was to 
NATO and European allies. 

"Our entire conventional 
forces, including Rapid Re- 
action Forces, are primarily 
at the service of the defence 
of our allies in the frame- 
work of obligations result- 
ing from the Brussels and 
Washington treaties.” it 
said, referring to the found- 
ing agreements of the Wes- 
tern European Union and 
NATO. 


sees dialogue to end crisis 


□o public statements on 
the election crisis, had 
told him there were 
other recommendations 
within a report by Eu- 
rope's main security 
body, the Organisation 
for Security and Coo- 
peration in Europe 
(OSCE). 

Its main conclusion 
was that the Zajedno 
victories should be rein- 
stated immediately. 

“There is a recommen- 
dation that a w r ay nut is 
possible through open 
and sincere dialogue 
with all political forces 
in the country and it 
says only Serbs can find 
the solution for it, with 
the help of the OSCE if 
it is asked for,' 1 ' Mr. 
Ivanov said. 

Zajedno leaders have 
rejected dialogue or any 
negotiations with the 
government over their 
electoral victories in 14 
cities, which were dec- 
lared valid by an OSCE 
mission headed by for- 
mer Spanish Prime Mi- 
nister Felipe Gonzalez. 

The government an- 
nulled the outcome over 
alleged “irregularities, 11 
sparking a protest 
movement that has 
swept Serbia and posed 
the most serious chal- 
lenge to the authoritari- 


an Milosevic in his 10 
years in power. 

Tempers have frayed 
in recent weeks with 
police forced to stand 
guard over demonstra- 
tions night after night, 
clubbing some demon- 
strators, but Mr. Ivanov 
said Mr. Milosevic and 
Zajedno agreed force 
would not resolve the 
impasse. 

“Both the authorities 
and opposition realise 
there is no solution with 
the use of force and in 
that respect they express 
great restraint and do 
not go for provoca- 
tions,” Mr. Ivanov said. 

He said there was a 
realist! on that a “pro- 
longing of the crisis is to 
the detriment of both 
sides because it hurts the 
interests of Yugoslavia.” 

He said both sides also 
opposed the reintroduc- 
tion of economic sanc- 
tions which were 
slapped on Yugoslavia 
during the Bosnian war 
and would be ‘‘harmful 
to the already ailing 
economy.” 

“AH of this gives room 
for hope that in the near 
future healthy reason 
w ill prevail and that dia- 
logue will be established 
to find a way out of the 
crisis,*’ he said. 


s — envoy 

Mr. Ivanov praised the 
role of Serbian students, 
who have held demon- 
strations in support of 
Zajedno but say their 
aim is to support democ- 
racy rather than any 
political party. 

“They are serious 
young people who love 
their country without 
any extreme stands. 
They came out with con- 
crete and clear demands 
to live in an indepen- 
dent democratic and 
prosperous state,” Mr. 
Ivanov said. 

He also criticised Eu- 
ropean powers for try- 
ing to influence Serbian 
affairs while denying it 
membership of pan- 
European bodies such as 
the OSCE and the 
Council of Europe. 

He said Serbia, 
through membership of 
such organisations, 
would be obliged to ob- 
serve certain principles. 
“But if they do not allow 
the country to become a 
member and demand it 
respect all the princi- 
ples, then it is another 
issue.” 
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Maskhadov is on track to 
become Chechen president 


GROZNY. Russia (R) — 
Asian Maskhadov, the guer- 
rilla leader who wants Rus- 
sia and the world ro recog- 
nise Chechen indepen- 
dence, looked poised Wed- 
nesday for a convincing win 
in his country's presidential 
election. 

His spokesman Mayerbek 
Vachagayev told reporters 
that preliminary results 
from 53 of the mountainous 
region's 63 electoral dis- 
tricts gave Maskhadov near- 
ly 65 per cent of the vote, 
well ahead of his nearest 
rival Shamil Busayev. 

Mr. Vachagayev said 
Commander Basayev, a 
hardline rebel regarded in 
Moscow as a terrorist, had 
won 24 per cenr of the vote 
and acting President ZeLim- 
khan Yandarbiyev had won 
10 per cent. 

A Central Election Com- 
mission official declined to 
comment on the results as 
the count was still under- 
way. 

In Moscow Kremlin press 
spokesman Sergei Yastr- 
zhembsky told ITAR-TASS 
news agency Moscow had 
no grounds to question the 
legitimacy of Monday’s 
election but he reiterated 
Russian opposition to Che- 
chen independence. 

Mr. Maskhadov. a former 
Soviet artillery colonel, has 
already claimed victory and 
has made clear that he will 
not row back from his calls 
for international recognition 
of Chechenya. 

“We determined in 1991 
that Chechenya was an in- 
dependent state ” said the 
gently spoken Maskhadov 
Tuesday. 


S. Koreans 
start 

anti-nuclear 
hunger strike 
in Taiwan 

TAIPEI (R) — Six South 
Korean anti-nuclear acti- 
vists began a planned five- 
day hunger strike in Taipei 
Wednesday ro pressure Tai- 
wan to cancel a controver- 
sial deal to ship nuclear 
waste to Stalinist North 
Korea. 

The activists from Green , 
Korea, an independent en- 
vironment group in South 
Korea, and local anti-nuc- 
lear groups had minor 
clashes with Taiwan Power 
Co-workers when the pro- 
testers tried to lake their 
complaints into the state 
utility's headquarters. 

No one was injured. 

“Rad waste — don’t ex- 
port. Don’t make,” read a 
banner held by the South 
Korean activists. 

Under a Jan. 1 1 contract, 
Tai power can ship up to 
200,000 barrels of nuclear 
waste to Impoverished and 
food-strapped North Ko- 
rea. Unconfirmed media 
reports have said Taipower 
will pay North Korea 
SI. 1 50 per barrel. 

“The Taiwan government 
is trying to solve its mount- 
ing waste problem by prof- 
iting from the serious fa- 
mine in North Korea." 
Green Korea leader Jang 
Won said in a prepared 
statement. 

"For people seeking envi- 
ronmental justice, such 
exports are an immoral 
form of environmental ter- 
rorism that endanger not 
only the population of 
North Korea, but that of the 
entire northeast Asian re- 
gion.” Mr. Jang said. 

~ Mr. Jang shaved his head 
in protest and said his 
group was starting a five- 
day hunger strike. 

Taipower workers, saying 
South Korea had no right to 
interfere in what they 
called a legitimate business 
deal between Taipei and 
Pyongyang, blockaded 
Taipower’s entrance and 
shouted: "Go back” and 
“Koreans get out.'’ 

“If they want to protest, 
they should have protested 
in their own country. They 
should not have come to 
Taipower,” Yao Chi ail g- 
Lin. Taipower’s union 
chairman, told reporters. 


“All that remains is for 
other countries, including 
Russia, to recognise that. 
This can be achieved by po- 
litical means.’’ he said,* call- 
ing on Moscow to ignore a 
five-year moratorium ag- 
reed in last year's peace 
deal and start negotiating 
sovereign!) now. 

In comments carried by 
Interfax News Agency Wed- 
nesday he took an even 
harder line. 

"Many consider that I am 
a man of compromise, that 1 
am ready for any negotia- 
tions with Russia.. .But this 
i.s not so." Interfax quoted 
him as saying. “The West 
will not open its doors to us 
straight away but we will 
win in this affair with the 
same courage that won u-. 
the war." 

On Tuesday President Bo- 
ris Yeltsin welcomed the 
initial poll returns, saying 
they gave a good chance fo ■ 
further peace talks. 

Mr. Maskhadov is regard- 
ed in Moscow as a moderate 
pragmatist, despite his se- 
cessionist rhetoric. 

Mr. Yeltsin sent troops in- 
to the southern region in 
December 1994 to crush its 
secessionist bid. Tens o - ' 
thousands of people, mostly 
civilians, died during 21 
months of fighting that en- 
ded with a peace deal last 
August. 

Wednesday Russia’s for- 
mer security chief Alexan- 
der Lebed, who signed the 
peace accord for Moscow, 
told Ekho Moskvy radio Mr, 
Maskhadov would conduct 
a "sensible, balanced poli- 
cy." adding: “I have neve.’ 
had srounds to doubt Mas- 


khadov’s worthiness.” 

Russia also believes it still 
holds many strong cards, 
and may in many ways be in 
a better bargaining position 
now it has pulled its troops 
out of the unwinnable war 
on Chechenya** soil. 

As Mr. Maskhadov him- 
self admitted Tuesday: “Our 
economic situation is woe- 
ful...Neurl> everything has 
been destroyed." 

The silver-haired com- 
mander demanded repara- 
tions from Russia and said 
he planned to negotiate a 
share of revenues from luc- 
rative Russian oil pipelines 
that cross Chechen territory. 

Moscow has promised 
cash for reconstruction. 
Analysts say one of its main 
negotiators, businessman 
and deputy Security Coun- 
cil Secretary Boris Berezov- 
sky. has played the "oil 
card” heavily, offering a 
share uf profits to persuade 
the Chechens to slay inside 
Russia. 

Chechen) u. surrounded on 
three sides hy the Russian 
Federation and with its back 
to the soaring Caucasus 
Mountains, may find it hard 
to win real support, even in 
the Muslim World, in view of 
Moscow's threat to retaliate 
by severing lies with any 
country that acknowledges 
Chechen sovereignty. 

In Strasbourg. France, a 
Council of Europe parlia- 
mentary observer learn 
Wednesday strongly praised 
the presidential elections in 
Chechenya, one calling the 
poll “democracy against a 
backdrop of ruins." 

“We were stunned by the 
order and discipline demon- 


strated by this people who 
had been given the right to 
vote." Emst Muehlemann. a 
Swiss member of the coun- 
cil’s parliamentary assem- 
bly, (old a news conference. 

“What \\c saw vvas de- 
mocracy against a backdrop 
of ruins." said Poland's Ta- 
deusz I w inski. vice-presi- 
dent of (he parliamentary 
mission. 

Mr. Muehlemann >aid 
everything was now ready 
for the launch of third phase 
of a ceasefire agreement 
between Russia and the 
breakaway region — a po- 
litical dialogue on its consti- 
tutional status. 

“We are watting for Aslan 
Maskhadov ’s first declara- 
tion to confirm this.” Mr. 
Muehlemann said. 

Meanwhile. Commander 
Basayev told AFP Wednes- 
day that he would not work 
alongside the new Chechen 
president, but neither would 
lie oppose him. 

“There won't he any con- 
frontation between the candi- 
dates. We fought alongside 
each other against Russian 
aggression and we have a 
common goal — Chechen- 
va’s independence.” Com- 
mander Basayev said. 

“I still don't know what 
I'll do. but 1 don't like 
Maskhadov ’s aides and 1 
cannot work with such peo- 
ple." he added after Mr. 
Maskhadov had offered to 
work with the young field 
commander. 

“If I accept this offer there 
will be constant disputes, 
and nobody needs that now. 

I don't want to prevent 
Maskhadov implementing 
his programme.” 


Ugandan troops reportedly 
push into Zaire to back rebels 


KINSHASA i AFP) — 
Zairean rebels, in the east of 
the country . are -receiving: 
support from several thou- 
sand Ugandan troops as 
well as from mercenaries 
from other African coun- 
tries, the Zairean army said 
Wednesday. 

In a statement, the army’s 
headquarters said that sev- 
eral thousand Ugandan 
troops had pushed into east- 
ern Zaire to back up the 
Tutsi rebels, while others 
were deployed at the border 

It added that the rebels, 
who drove Zairean govern- 
ment forces our of tw o east- 
ern provinces late last year, 
were also receiving backing 
from mercenaries from Erit- 
rea. Somalia and Ethiopia. 

According to the state- 
ment. “two to three thou- 
sand men’’ were stationed 
on the Walikale-Kisangani 
axis in Haut-Zaire. while an 
equal number of Llgandan 
troops were deployed in 
Zaire some 300 kilometres 
further north, near the bor- 
der with Uganda. 

Furthermore, some 2.000 
Ugandan troops massed on 
the border were heading for 


the Zairean town of lsiro. 
some 250 kilometres west 
of the Ugandan border, the 
statement said. 

It added that an Ugandan 
brigade equipped with So- 
viet SA-I4 missiles was sta- 
tioned in Beni, near the 
Zairean-Ugandan border, 
and that Ugandan soldiers 
were "preparing to cross 
(the border- lake) Mobutu." 

Haul Zaire is some 300 
kilometres north of Goma. 
the capital of North Kivu. 

The Tutsi rebels, headed 
by Laurent-Desire Kabila, 
control most of North and 
South Kivu. The statement 
noted die presence of some 
2.000 Ugandan troops in 
South Kivu. 

Kinshasa has repeatedly 
accused its eastern neigh- 
bours Rwanda, Burundi and 
Uganda of aiding the rebels 
in the east of the country'. 
All three have denied the 
charges, although Rwanda 
has acknowledged cross- 
border artillery' exchanges 
with Zairean troops and a 
brief incursion. 

Although the statement 
did not make mention of 
any Rwandan troops, it 


stressed that “the Zairean 
Armed Forces are fighting 
against several armies": 
Uganda. Rwanda. Burundi 
and mercenaries from Erit- 
rea. Somalia and Ethiopia.” 

Army officials denounced 
what they considered as a 
“vast international plot" in 
which "African countries 
and their Western allies are 
fully implicated.” 

In a separate develop- 
ment. Belgium denounced 
Tuesday the alleged pres- 
ence of thousands of Rwan- 
dan troops in Zaire and reit- 
erated its support for the ter- 
ritorial integrity of its for- 
mer colony. 

Uganda Wednesday de- 
nied it had sent several 
thousand troops into eastern 
Zaire terming latest Zairean 
allegations false. 

“It is absolute falsehood. 
It is in fact laughable that 
we would be so stupid as to 
openly send troops into 
Zaire. Even the geographi- 
cal locations mentioned do 
not make sense.” Hope Ki- 
vengere. spokeswoman for 
President Yovvcri Museveni, 
told Reuters hy telephone 
from Kampala. 


Fire kills 3 in Bombay office block 


BOMBAY t R ) — Three pe- 
ople died and nearly 30 
were rescued from a fire on 
the upper floors of a 25- 
storey building in India’ < 
Financial capital Bombay 
Wednesday, officials said. 

The blaze began at Ex- 
press Towers, in the presti- 
gious Nariman Point busi- 
ness district, which houses 
the Indian Express newspa- 
per on the ground and first 


floor, and a number of do- 
mestic and multi-national 
companies and banks. 

"Three people died in a 
room on the twenty-second 
floor that had been locked 
on the inside.” city official 
Shridhar Joshi told Reuters. 

Mr. Joshi said the three 
men were employees of Pfi- 
zer Ltd. a U.S.-based phar- 
maceutical company. One 
body of an Indian employee 


of Pfizer had been identified, 
he added. The other two bod- 
ies have yet to be identified. 

A fire control room offi- 
cial said firefighters had put 
out the flames on the twen- 
ty-first floor, where the 
blaze apparently started, 
and had nearly extinguished 
the fire on the’ higher levels. 

Other Pfizer employees 
told Reuters how they fled 
the blaze. 
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A summit for Jerusalem 

A PALESTINIAN official has revealed recent- 
ly that contacts are under way to hold an Arab 
summit on occupied Jerusalem. Faisal A1 
Husseini, the Palestinian official in charge of the 
Jerusalem portfolio in the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), has proposed that the agenda 
of the called-for summit cover recent Israeli 
encroachments on East Jerusalem including 
Jewish settlements in and around the Arab city, 
the recent transfer of official Israeli offices to 
the heart of the Arab sector of Jerusalem and 
the continuous excavations near the A! Aqsa 
Mosque. 

As urgent as all these agenda issues are, we 
believe that the status of East Jerusalem should 
top all other considerations. If and when the 
Arab capitals can agree on convening a summit 
on Jerusalem, the political future of the Holy 
City should be on the top of their agenda. This is 
a particularly propitious time for the Arab and 
Muslim worlds to get their act together on 
Jerusalem. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
plans to visit Pope John Paul n next week in a 
bid to win the understanding and support of the 
Holy See to his posture on Jerusalem. Mr. 
Netanyahu has been quoted as telling Rome's El 
Messaggero Tuesday that he will confirm his 
government's unswerving stance on Jerusalem 
to the Pontiff as a united city under the sole sov- 
ereignty of Israel, even though the Israeli leader 
will offer assurances to the Vatican about reli- 
gious rights over the holy sites and shrines. 

Nothing short of a clear and united Arab stand 
on Jerusalem can deter Mr. Netanyahu and 
abort his policies on the Holy City. The 
Palestinian side cannot alone extricate an hon- 
ourable solution to the thorny and emotionally- 
charged issue of Jerusalem. Tune is fast 
approaching when the final status talks between 
Israel and the PNA will begin. With the main 
opposition Labour Party in Israel in total agree- 
ment with the Likud-led government on the 
future of the city, there is no way that the 
Palestinians alone can win the race for control- 
j ling Arab Jerusalem. Against this backdrop, 
there can he no alternative to holding an urgent 
Arab summit to be followed by an Islamic sum- 
mit to serve notice to Israel that the future of 
Jerusalem is not only a Palestinian concern but, 
an Islamic and Arab concern as well. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily attacked the so-called 
document prepared by the Israeli Labour and Likud 
parties on the future of the peace process and the fate of 
the Palestinians. The document considered the 
Palestinian lands as part of the land of Israel and both 
Likud and Labour expressed their views in this docu- 
ment in a manner that clearly reflects their own party 
interest and not that of the Palestinian people, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi. The document calls for the Jewish 
settlements in the Arab territories to remain in place 
and under Israeli sovereignty, but this particular issue 
exposes the double standard of the Labour Party whose 
leaders have repeatedly declared they do not object to 
the creation of a Palestinian state on the Arab lands of 
Palestine, noted the writer. He said that this attitude on 
the part of the Labour Party shows [hat its leaders' 
statements, in which they claim their desire to have 
peace, are merely meant to mislead public opinion into 
believing that the Jewish state is intent on attaining a 
comprehensive peace. The document, added the writer, 
consecrates the actual perpetuation of the Israeli occu- 
pation of Arab lands and does not open the way for any 
settlement on the Syrian and the Lebanese tracks. 

YASSER ZAATREH. a writer for A1 Dustour. dis- 
cussed lire one- person, one-vote election system in 
Jordan in light of the last parliament session which con- 
secrated this t oting system as the only feasible one for 
Jordan. He said that the government can claim victory 
for parliament's approv al of its stand, but this does not 
mean that onv the opposition parties and unions were 
objecting to this system. The writer claimed that this 
system is rejected by different political groups that rep- 
resent the majority of people of different origins and 
affiliations as it is not fair and docs not cater to the 
requirements of democracy. There is not a single gov- 
ernment around the world that applies this system and 
it is being applied here with the sole purpose of reduc- 
ing the influence of the opposition to the government 
over any issue, added the writer. He said that the gov- 
ernment should realise that the prexence of opposition 
is to the benefit of the country' and the cause of justice 
and that it should continue to respect its views vis-a-vis 
various issues, including the call for the change of the 
one-person, one-vote system. 


The View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Specialisations in the context of the times 


ir rimes people who are employed may be called upon 
, .i* »Ua nftlwr cinoie SOC- 


UNTIL NOW many of our universities frown at students’ 
involvement with more than one academic discipline. 
While ten or fifteen years ago students were encouraged to 
pursue ar least a minor in addition ro the subject they 
majored in. today most students are discouraged from pur- 
suing a minor outside their speciality. Furthermore, stu- 
dents are also discouraged, and in many cases prevented 
from, pursuing higher studies in a discipline different from 
what they have studied as undergraduates. Thus, if you 
have majored in history' as an undergraduate, you have to 
stick to history (and history only) in your master or doc- 
torate programme. 

As a matter of fact, many of our universities will refuse 
to hire a faculty member whose speciality has not been 
consistent (i.e. "one and the same) in the three higher 
degrees, except under strict or “special” circumstances. 

Until now. also, many at our universities (officials and 
faculty members) are staunch supporters of the defunct 
yearly system (as opposed to the present credit-hour sys- 
tem) in which all students admitted in any speciality for 
any particular year spent the four years together studying 
the same subject. 

Several reasons are given for such preference. Most of 
the reasons, however, boil down to the logic (which is not 
as convincing as it sounds to those who believe in it) that 
the more courses one takes in one subject the better qual- 
ified one is. Unlike many universities in many parts of the 
world, we are fascinated by (at times even obsessed with) 
graduating specialists with undergraduate degrees in near- 
ly all disciplines. Hence the emphasis on the quantity of 
courses in single fields of specialisation. In addition, there 
is a widespread sense that our undergraduate students are 
“weak" in nearly all the subjects they specialise in. and the 
more courses they are required to take the better. At times, 
their “weakness” is perceived (falsely. I believe) to be the 
result of the shift from the yearly system to the credit-hour 
system. What this means is that if you allow students to 
pursue a minor unrelated to their major or to pursue a dou- 


ble major, this will make die already weak students weak- 
er. 

1 believe there is a great deal of exaggeration, and per- 
haps even falsehood, in our pursuit of purity or expertise. 
First of all, who says that students with undergraduate 
degrees are supposed to graduate as experts in the fields of 
their speciality? What is the function, then, of the master 
and PhD programmes? Second, who says that the more 
courses we give students in any particular subject the more 
qualified they become? Many students get bored with 
studying more of the same thing, just as eating mango day 
after day can be boring. 

What I wish, however, 10 focus on a little more careful- 
ly here is the matter of qualification. Who says that the 
more command or competence one has in one speciality 
the more q ualifi ed one is? Such an assumption may have 
been true some decades ago, and it may be true when it 
comes to some narrow specialisations, but I do not think 
that it is true as a general rule. We are living in a constantly 
changing and more demanding world- Individuals in 
today’s world, at various levels of hierarchy and in various 
spheres, are expected to know as much about the world as 
possible. The more disciplines one is familiar with the bet- 
ter. 

There is, first of all. the idea of the all-roundedness of 
individuals. What happens to it when we keep stressing 
the purity of specialisation? What happens is what we see 
in our part of the world, people knowing something about 
one thing, and nothing about other things. 

But the matter goes way beyond well-roundedness or 
all-roundedness. The issue here is empowerment. We live 
in a world in which unemployment is a fact of life and 
individuals may not easily find jobs in their specialities. 
What should they do then? Clearly, if they have spe- 
cialised in one subject, it is going to be difficult for them 
to get into other things. Conversely, it is easier for them to 
go into other fields when they have had some training in 
more than one discipline. 


course of their lives. _ 

The other day I read a story in “The Chronicle of Higher 
Education" (Nov. 22, 1996, A7) about a professor of polit- 
ical science at the University of San Diego, Darnel H. 
Wolf, who invented a mine-clearing device. At the begin- 
ning, I was somewhat surprised. A professor of political 
science inventing a machine? Machines are supposed to 
be invented by scientists, engineers, etc. 

Tie feature story dispels the mystery. Professor Wolf, 
who specialises now in international -border regions and 
who has been recently bothered by the devastation that 
mines bring into our world upon the conclusion of ware, 
drew on his background in the undergraduate days in 
architectural engineering and on his life-long hobby in 
mechanics to invent a machine which helps clear up the 
mines as soon as border conflicts come to an end. He did 
invent an effective machine. 

The story is self-telling and it is illustrative of the point 
we are trying to make: you never know in today’s complex 
world when your knowledge of other disciplines comes in 
handy. 

I honestly believe that we put our students at a great dis- 
advantage when we do not allow them in the undergradu- 
ate days to get acquainted with more than one discipline 
and when we ask them to stick to the same discipline when 
they pursue their higher studies. Students at excellent uni- 
versities worldwide nearly all diversify their specialities, 
at times combining disciplines (such as political science 
and architecture, as in the story above) which may not 
look harmonious enough to combine. 

I believe that we should allow our own students to diver- 
sify their specialities. The times dictate and presuppose it 
The University of Jordan is taking important steps in this 
direction. This is very positive and courageous. 


If Israel exists, then so does Palestine 


By John V. Whitbeck 

AN EXCRUCIATINGLY 
long and painful labour has 
finally given birth to a 
Hebron agreement in which 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
government has essentially 
agreed to do in 1997 what 
Israel was legally obligated 
to do in March 1996. pur- 
suant to an agreement 
solemnly signed in 
Washington in "September 
1995. These negotiations 
have demonstrated that 
under the present Israeli 
government. backsliding 
from agreements already 
signed is far more likely 
than any genuine progress 
toward peace. 

Fortunately, there is one 
giant step towards peace 
that the Palestinians and die 
international community- 
can now take together, 
without Israel's prior con- 
sent. They can dispel the 
dangerous’ illusions that [he 
Palestinian lands conquered 
by Israel in 1967 are "dis- 
puted" rather than occu- 
pied. that Palestinian state- 
hood is within Israel's 
power to grant or deny, and 
that the “Palestinian 
Authority" is or has ever 
been anything but a trans- 
parent euphemism for the 
state of Palestine. 

There has long been a 
strange, other-worldly qual- 
ity to the veil of words 
drawn across the face of 
Palestinian statehood. 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
pledged to his Likud Party’s 
congress last September 
that “you can dream every 
night and you will still 
wake up every morning and 
see: There is no Palestinian 
state, there is no Palestinian 
state, there is not and there 
will not be a Palestinian 
state." In fact, the state of 
Palestine already exists, and 
Palestinian statehood is not 
even an issue in the ‘■perma- 
nent status" negotiations 
that formally began last 


May and which, according 
to the Declaration of 
Principles signed in 

September 1993, must 
reach an agreement not later 
than May 1999. 

According to the 

Declaration of Principles, 
the issues to be covered 
during permanent status 
negotiations are 

“Jerusalem, refugees, settle- 
ments. security arrange- 
ments. borders, relations 
with other neighbours, and 
other issues of common 
interest." Palestinian state- 
hood is not mentioned- -but 
the references to "borders" 
and “other neighbours" 
would make no sense 
except in the context of an 
agreement between states. 
Israel’s eventual formal 
acceptance of Palestinian 
statehood is clearly implicit 
in the terms of the 
Declaration of Principles, 
but. as a matter of interna- 
tional law, Israel's prior 
acceptance is not an essen- 
tial pre-condition for the 
slate of Palestine to exist. 

While extending diplo- 
matic recognition to foreign 
states lies within the discre- 
tion of each sovereign state, 
there are four customary 
criteria for sovereign state- 
hood: a defined territory 
over which sovereignty is 
not seriously contested by 
any other state: a permanent 
population; the ability and 
willingness of the state to 
discharge international and 
treaty obligations, and 
effective control over the 
state's territory and popula- 
tion. Judged by these crite- 
ria. the state of Palestine is 
on at least as firm a legal 
footing as the state of Israel. 

While Israel has never 
defined its ultimate borders, 
the state of Palestine has 
effectively done so. They 
encompass only that portion 
of historical Palestine occu- 
pied by Israel during the 
1 967 war. Sovereignty over 
expanded East Jerusalem is 


explicitly contested, even 
though, after nearly three 
decades, none of the 
world's other 192 sovereign 
states has recognised 
Israel's claim to sovereign- 
ty. However, the sovereign- 
ty of the state of Palestine 
over the Gaza Strip and the 
rest of the West Bank is 
uncontested. 


“Israel’s eventual 
formal acceptance 
of Palestinian 
statehood is clear- 
ly implicit in the 
terms of the 
Declaration of 
Principles, but, as 
a matter of inter- 
national law, 
Israel’s prior 
acceptance is not 
an essential pre- 
condition for the 
state of Palestine 
to exist” 


Israel has never dared 
even to purport to annex 
these territories. Jordan 
renounced all claims to the 
West Bank in favour of the 
Palestinians in July 1988. 
Wliile Egypt administered 
the Gaza Strip for 19 years, 
it never asserted sovereign- 
ty over it. Since November 
1988, when Palestinian 
statehood was formally pro- 
claimed by the Palestinian 
National Council meeting 
in Algiers, the only state 
asserting sovereignty over 
those portions of historical 
Palestine that Israel con- 
quered in 1967 (aside from 
expanded East Jerusalem) 
has been the state of 
Palestine, a state recognised 


as such by 1 24 other states 
encompassing the vast 
majority of mankind. 

The permanence of 
Palestine's population is not 
in question. The state's abil- 
ity and willingness to dis- 
charge international and 
treaty obligations has been 
demonstrated by its estab- 
lishment of diplomatic rela- 
tions with a majority of the 
world's other sovereign 
states and by its member- 
ship in various international 
organisations. 

The weak link in 
Palestine's claim to already 
exist as a state was, until 
recently, the fourth criteri- 
on, “effective control." 
When the state was pro- 
claimed. its entire territory 
was under the military 
occupation of another sov- 
ereign state. Now, however, 
a Palestinian executive and 
legislature (democratically 
elected with the enthusiastic 
approval of the internation- 
al community), Palestinian 
ministries and courts, and 
substantial Palestinian secu- 
rity forces exercise “effec- 
tive control" over a portion 
of Palestinian territory in 
which the great majority of 
the state's population lives. 
It can no longer be serious- 
ly argued that Palestine’s 
claim to exist falls at the 
fourth and final hurdle. 

While drawing a veil 
labelled “Palestinian 
Authority" across the face 
of the state may once have 
been necessary to the 
advancement of peace, this 
is clearly no longer the case. 
Polls show that a majority 
of Israelis are now willing 
to accept a Palestinian state. 
Indeed, in mid-December, 
Mr. Netanyhu's chief advis- 
er and spokesman. David 
Bar-Ilan. announced in a 
Jerusalem Post in interview 
that his prime minister 
could accept a Palestinian 
state if Israel's security 
needs were adequately 
assured. This stunning 



reversal of positions elicit- 
ed neither a prime minister- 
ial correction nor any sig- 
nificant public outrage. 

Surely the rime has now 
come for the Palestinian 
leadership to drop the veil 
and assert that the state of 
Palestine exists on the soil 
of Palestine, and for the 
state of Palestine to apply to 
upgrade its status at the 
U.N. from observer to 
member state. 

If Palestine were to 
become a member state of 
the U.N., even the., 

Netanyahu government ' • 

would have no choice but to . 
recognise that the Earth is 
not flat and to negotiate 
seriously on how to struc- 
ture the relationship 

between the two states in 
the mutual interests of their 
peoples. Even if the U.S. 
dared to veto Palestinian 
membership, the focus of 
attention would have been 
effectively shifted from the 
realm of brute force (where 
Palestine is extremely 
weak) to the terrain of inter- 
national law (where 
Palestine is extraordinarily 


strong). 

Now that the Palestiniu. 
national movement has 
established a firm foothold 
of “effective control" on the 
soil of Palestine, it is on the 
terrain of international law 
and international legitimacy 
that Palestine should and 
must pursue its struggle for 
peace with some measure 
of justice. Significant 
progress on this terrain 
could give Palestinians the 
confidence, pride and 
i-a patience to -resist a ,desper- 
'tree, self-destructive' return 
- ta»violence and to wait out a 
frustratingly prolonged 
period of minimal gains on 
the ground. 

Palestinian membership 
of the U.N. would make 
Middle East peace a ques- 
tion of when, not whether. 
It is an opportunity which 
can and must be seized. 

The writer is an interna- 
tional lawyer based in 
Paris. The above article is 
reprinted from the 
Independent. 
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LETTERS 

Relaying wrong images 

To the Editor: 

I HAVE been reading Jordan Times for five years now, 
and I can say it is an old friend of mine. So it is to you 
that I address my letter, hoping I will be helped to 
understand. 

Actually the question in my letter is addressed to the 
director of Jordan Television regarding the series “Abu 
A1 AreF that I was watching on Jan. 20. 1997, episode 

I understand that in this episode they were addressing 
some problems in the Jordanian society. In that partic- 
ular episode, the issue was marriage to foreigners. 

I believe that you cannot solve a problem for the 
majority and create one for the minority. I am included 
in this minority because I am a foreigner, too. I am 
married to a Jordanian and I have three children. I have 
been living m Jordan since 1991. 

But going back to the series on the said day, after iftar 

waKhin S the episode, my 
me <l uesti ons ^at I could not 
“X; fo r “Are foreign women cheap, 

arefliey bad or is it a big shame to be married to oneof 

a T-^u with "V ^ldren li™s in 
a society with such ideas about their parents’ 

- There are many Jordanians, men and women living 

Ihr^Lh°ril ntry ' Nobod y "lakes them feel the way I fek 
through the mass-media. 1 y 

tremed'ln^w^ 8 " gtneni ^stion: “If you were 
treated in a foreign countrv the wav I am np'ited in 
yours, how would you feel? y “““ 1 

^Can somebody give my children and me an answer to 

director'of^o^n Tek^^'frorn 11 fr ° m 1116 

and actors. revision, from producers, writers 

Ciuchi Antonela, 
Salt 

fwm^ts^aderTcm i eTters ^ contributions 

tain the writer'* fi.n car,Qn > however, should con- 

n ZZW emb,y address -5 

under special circunutaL Z, t } Upon "W** 
editing. bie tiw J^Jf 3 - Untrs are object to 
of unused manuscripts. * ^ responsible M the return 
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Changes are in lore in who occupies the seat of exective 
director of the Noor Al Hussein Foundation ( NHF f. 
Ibrahim Badran ided his extended tenure as NHF execu- 
tive director antis returning to the prime ministry, from 
whence he was condeeL In a meeting the NHF, Her 
Majesty Queen I or. who is president of the NHF Board of 
Trustees, and D Badran reviewed the programmes and 
activities of the J mdatioru Dr. Badran also expressed his 
appreciation to { teen Noor for the opportunity to offer his 
services to the trious social development projects that 
define the NHF. The Queen said that she and the NHF 
Board valued tl . efforts of Dr. Badran and wished him 
every success. I. now resumes his post as an advisor to the 
prime ministry. %th a Ph.D. in electrical engineering from 
the University aLondon. Dr. Badran began his career as 
director of plating for the Jordan Electricity Authority. 
He has served ^secretary general of both the ministries of 
Industry and Tree and Energy and Mineral Resources, and 
war the coordmtor general for the peace process. His 
interest in reglnal and political economics led him to 
recently publisjto studies: one on investment in Jor dan , 
the other on tn Euro- Jordanian partnership. Succeeding 
Dr. Badran at IHF is Yasser Tal, managing director of the 
Jordan Natioti Shipping Lines (JNSL). a public share- 
holding comply. Mr. Tal's move to the NHF is also on a 
secondment bh's with a one-year contract. His academic 
background ileconomics and management , with a BA. 
from the Ameban University of Cairo. Mr. Tal has been in 
the shipping Id rid nearly his entire professional life and 
with the JNS for around 10 years. Although his second- 
ment starts: c er the Eid Al Fitr. he is spending his days 
tending to hi. ysponsibilities at JNSL then taking stock of 
the NHF ope lions and even making site trips to some of 
its projects, i'- Tal ’s wife. Janine. heads an American non- 
govemmenta office in Amman, AMIDEAST. She will no 
doubt ha\’e s ie tips on life in the NGO lane. 

**** 

OF FORAAND CONTENT: While it is not unusual to 
see extendeaditorials, analyses and predictions written by 
AlAswaq Ckf Editor Mustafa Abu Libdeh blazoned across 
die top oftnArabic daily’s front page, the one he published 
on Jan. 2 j headlined, “ What do we really want from 
them , " apmrs to have raised the ire ofAl Ra i columnist 
Fahed Fatk " Columnists are envied for the forum that 
they are pmded. but they in turn envy chief editors like Mr. 
Mustafa Au -Libdeh ofAl-Aswaq who look up a whole from 
page andlsed large headings to display his ideas, " Dr. 
Fanek snitd in his Jan. 25 column. He continued: “ Even 
Moummad Hassa%eiru>Heikel.was chief editor of 
^Egypt’s 1 ‘Atihram, his articles were, carried on the third 
page of iJ paper's Fridaf weekend section. And his head- 
iines w^imuch smaller, although the content of the pieces 
were very nportant. " Dr. Fanek’s piece carried the cheeky 
headline . Let’s Define What We Really Need!!" In it 

he object to Mr. Abu Libdeh’s attack on the Jordanian 
govemme and for his suggestion that executive offices 
linked to r Royal Court be established to guide the course 
of the coi ry’s economic and political relations with other 
countries In his article, Mr. Abu Libdeh contended that 
although sits abroad by His Majesty King Hussein and 
HRH Cr ti Prince Hassan reap accomplishments, the 
govemm > r and private sector fail to follow up. But for Dr. 
Fanek, ti thrust of Mr. Abu Ubdeh’s article, which also 
charged at Jordan’s “ inner reform ” programme was in 
trouble, vs the "denial of people's efforts.” Thus the 
cohtmni concluded “there is no need for large headlines 
and hy{ -bole. ” Whether and how Mr. Abu Libdeh 


So who knows what we really need? 



LIAU RAMADAN: To contribute to people’s night life during the holy month of Ramadan, and in prepration for the 
Eid, The Greater Amman Municipatiy started decorating public places , main roads and parts of Amman. Photo above 
(by Yousef Al Allan) shows lit palm trees at the new municipality square at Ras AlAin in downtown Amman 


responds is yet to be seen. The result could start an amus- 
ing skirmish of words across University Road where both 
newspapers are housed, on opposite sides of the street, of 
course. 


***# 




GIMME SHELTER: News of Iraqi exile Sand Bazzaz. 
who took refuge m Jordan in 1991 and who is now in 
London seeking political asylum, might very well mean 
Amman will no longer be home to him. Mr. Bazzaz. a for- 
mer chief editor ofAl Jumhouriya daily and fanner head of 
Iraqi Television in Baghdad, has made many friends in 
Jordan from “both sides of the Iraqi divide. " these friends 
say they admire Mr. Bazzaz 's sharp sense of humour and his 
carefree spirit. While here, he has managed to write and 
publish three books ( in Arabic) on Iraqi politics: the first 
presents the Iraqi regime's point of view with respect to the 
Iran-Iraq War : the second is a criticism of that regime, and 
the third, recently released in Jordan and the title of which 
may give you a hint of his playfulness — The Generals Are 
the Last to Know. With his own publishing Iwuse, Al 
Ahliyah For Publishing and Distribution, Mr. Bazzaz went 
to Al Aswaq to reprint his latest book, after the previous 


“ reprinter" of a former book, Al Rai’. shied away. In 
Europe, the book is being distributed through Dar Al 
Hikma. It is said that for Mr. Bazzaz Jordan is Iraq's gen- 
uine backyard, and that he vieived Amman as a base from 
which he often travelled abroad. His family spent most of 
its time out of the counrr\\ But during the days when he was 
close to the Iraqi regime, he was head of the Iraqi Cultural 
Centre in London. That stint was from 1979 to 19S4. He 
has not been allowed into the U.K. until his mid-January 
arrival in London. He took temporary refuge in Holland, 
but did not actually request asylum from the Netherlands. 
When Iraqi General Hussein Kamel defected to Jordan in 
1994, Mr. Bazzaz refused to associate with him other than 
to debrief him on sensitive decisions taken by the regime — 
references of the son appear in his books. Bur those who 
know him and have a keen eye will have spotted him in news 
clips aired on Jordan Television when reports of the attempt 
on President Saddam Hussein’s son, Uday, were aired. Mr. 
Bazzaz was pictured right there with Uday Hussein and 
even Hussein Kamel. His two-fold mission in London, seek- 
ing asylum and a publisher for his book, will be something 
to watch. 


CENSORS BEWARE: In those offices where govern- 
ment censors the world over have wielded their black felt- 
tip pens, there may be one technological advancement that 
escapes them — Internet. That being the case, it is no sur- 
prise to hear the director of the European Union s Med 
Media project in Jordan, the Jemstone Network Tudor 
Lomas, announce the imminent launching of an Internet 
forum for journalists through the EimoMediiernineun 
region by saying, "Technology now makes it impossible for 
political censors fii prevent diligent journalists fnnn finding 
out what is happening and telling their colleagues. " The 
forum, which will be available in the next few weeks 
through Arabia On Line, is the idea of Dr. Hussein Amin of 
the Ad ham Centre for Television Journalism at the 
American University in Cairo. He will be playing u key role 
in its development. To be called the JIM ENA Forum, the 
site is open to all journalists in the Middle East and North 
Africa, us well as those in Europe and the Gulf. There will 
be both English and Arabic pages. “ This is about freedom 
of speech and better quality journalism . " said Mr. Lomas. 
The address is http://www.jemsume.net 

**t*Slf 

DIRECT FROM D.C. The US. fntbnnution Service 
(USIS) has announced that the Wireless File, the L '.S. gov- 
ernment !v news wire service, will no longer he distributed in 
hanl copy. That may bode well for those who may want to 
subscribe, because in place of the hard copy. USIS is offer- 
ing the Washington. D.C. -bused service via facsimile a.v o/‘ 
Feb. I. Faxing will stan at 7:00 a.m. on Tuesday through 
Saturday, with English and Arabic Wireless Files available 
on NETS ON-LINE. Those interested am a mtact the USIS 
Press Section at the U.S. embassy in Amman. 




DEDICATED PROMOTERS: Government cost-sav- 
ing principles are not being ignored by the Ministry of 
Tourism which plans to open information offices in five 
major tourism-generating markers. The trick is to open 
those offices in existing Jordanian offices, either the 
Kingdom 's embassies or Royal Jordanian offices in the tar- 
get countries: the U.S.. Germany. France. Itaiy and the 
U.K. The process has actually been started in Washington. 
D.C. where Malia Asfour, of the Jordanian embassy staff, 
has been put in charge of promoting tourism to the 
Kingdom. The ministry is currently preparing to open sim- 
ilar offices in Paris and Frankfurt, hut in those cities they 
will tap some of the space, resources and perhaps person- 
nel of the RJ offices there. Although there has been a long- 
standing agreement between the ministry and RJ whereby 
RJ offices abroad are counted on to promote tourism 
Through information dissemination and participation in 
travel fairs, the ministry believes that in the markers with 
larger demand, one or more persons dedicated to this job 
alone would better serve the ministry's goals. The tasks of 
such a person or persons would be to respond to inquiries, 
act as a liaison between travel and trade industry organi- 
sations. cultivate press contacts, and organise familiarisa- 
tion trips to Jordan for organisers iff prospective tour 
groups. It will be some time though before officials will be 
able to assess the cost-benefits of the plan. 




Jennifer Hamarneh 


A broad sweep through history 

kiddle East: 2000 years of history from the 


The 

rise oChristianity to the present day 

By Bmard Lewis 

Weilnfeld and Nicholson, London 1996 £20 

ALDfHOSE who are familiar with the books and 
articls which, for the past 60 years, have poured 
fronme pen of Professor Bernard Lewis know him to 
be aeaefing authority on the history of the Middle 
EastJhe term “Middle East” was given currency less 
than i 1 century ago but the story told here describes a 
sodty which; throughout its turbulent history, has 
defra attempts to force it into a political, religious or 
ethn: s traitjacket. Various forces have attempted to 
staro its inhabitants with a uniform imperial, reli- 
giou or ethnic identity but have only succeeded in 
aoiit so for brief periods. Bernard Lewis has a gift 
forompredsion. 

Tfc? vast/sweep through history' is only 433 pages 
long which inevitably means that some people and 
evets that might merit longer treatment feel short- 
chagdi orignorecL But the professor’s latest enquiry 
is. s those which preceded it, served by an elegant 
styli, refreshingly free of orientalist jargon. It dis- 
plays a capacity to unravel complex issues and weave 
then into a broad historical canvas. His knack for 
vigiettes nakes the story all the more compelling for 
the kenera reader to whom this book is destined. 

fifties Hive argued that his writing is characterised 
by i sonpwhat condescending curiosity towards the 

Arebs; " 

than I 
unstat 
certain. 

France. 


it hepasses judgment rather more on Arabs 
jlis, Turks or even Iranians; that there is an 
assumption that modernity is Western. He 
looks back on the in ter- war years when 
id Britain ruled the Arab World with odd 
nostalja. The interlude of “liberal economy and 
jpoliual freedom ... was on the whole more extensive 
than flything the Arabs experienced before or after.” 
That oay be true for the private lives of a minority but 
Suchpbople as the Algerians, who were 95 per cent 
illiteafe and getting poorer all the time, do not lit into 

regw 

woftd. . . . 

thap condescension and he is surely right to insist that 
bl^nhf all their ills on outsiders "while counting on 
their stoport will not help the peoples of the region 
sect ourneir problems. 




Until the second Ottoman siege of Vienna was lifted 
in 1683, Christian Europe sought to understand the 
merits of. and advantages to be gained by. imitating 
what the ambassador of the Holy Roman Emperor 
had described, a century earlier, as" “a perfect machine 
of absolutist government." Algerine privateers were 
conducting raids as far afield as Iceland! Less than 
200 yearsTater, fear of Ottoman expansion had been 
placed by fear that the “sick man of Europe" was in 
no position to withstand Russian expansion in the 
Middle East, indeed that he might expire. The period 
of Western hegemony which followed brought about 
the greatest changes’the Middle East has witnessed 
since the advent of Islam. 

Bernard Lewis concentrates his attention on how 
each party viewed the other. For a thousand years 
after the death of the Prophet Mohammad, Islam' con- 
stituted a religious and militaiy threat to Europe. The 
first was all the more keenly felt as the mass of con- 
verts to Islam west of Iran and Arabia were converts 
to Christianity. Christianity took half a millennium to 
vanish from the Maghreb, it never did from the moun- 
tains of Lebanon and Egypt. 

The military threat brought Berber armies to the 
Loire Valley By the middle of the eighth century and 
domination'of much of the Iberian peninsula for near- 
ly one thousand years. The fall or Granada in 1492 
was amply compensated, in Muslim eyes, by the 
Turkish victories in Hungary a generation later. 

For Muslims, in sharp contrasC“the land beyond the 
north-western frontier of Islam was, for centuries, an 
unexplored wilderness, inhabited by exotic tribes 
with dirty habits, possessing a low’ level of culture and 
few commodities of any value to offer, apart from 
their own people who might be brought to some min- 
imal level of civilisation through the divinely 
ordained institution of slavery.” Bv~comparison with 
the poor and parochial culture of Christian Europe. 
Islamic civilisation comprised peoples of many races 
and cultures on three continents. The basis of the 
Islamic World was a long-distance trading network 
which stretched from ToImIo in Spain to the frontiers 
of China, the first “universal” civilisation. 

What the author may not stress sufficiently is the 
Muslim attitude towards China and India. China was 
for the first half of the second millennium the most 
influential civilisation in Eurasia. It took over the 
position which the Muslim World enjoyed in the four 
centuries before 1000 AD and which it ceded to 
Western Europe after 1500. It paid little attention to 
Chinese technology, such as the invention of paper. 


le author pays Tittle attention to the transformation 
slam brought about by dervish beliefs and prac- 


printing and eunpow'der, despite the many trade links 
it enjoyed with China. It deliberately rejected printing 
and in so doing sowed the seeds of its future weak- 
ness. This refusal to accept foreign innovations, 
notably in technology, stands in sharp contrast to 
Europe's reaction, half a millennium later, to these 
ver^ same inventions. 

of Islam 

tices after 1000 AD. These mystic rituals are rooted in 
India and not, as he would have it, in “the dance cults 
of the ancient Aegean lands, the seasonal rituals of 
Egypt. Babylonia and Persia.” But then Lewis pays 
little attention to the mass of the population, wno 
were peasants. Those he know's well, from having fre- 
quented them and their Arabic. Persian and Turkish 
archives, are the mandarins of the Muslim World. 

The picture which emerges is of “a region of ancient 
and deep-rooted culture and tradition. It has been a 
centre from which ideas, commodities and sometimes 
armies have radiated in all directions. At other times 
it has been a magnet which attracted many outsiders, 
sometimes as disciples and pilgrims, sometimes as 
captives and slaves, sometimes as conquerors and 
masters. It has been a crossroads and a marketplace 
where knowledge and merchandise were brought 
from ancient and distant lands, and then sent, some- 
times much improved, to continue their 
History he 

India. It is diverse, discontinuous. The very languages 
of the Middle East were lost as Hellenisation. 
Romanisation, Christianisation and Islamisation 
swept away ancient cultures. In such circumstances, it 
comes as "less of a surprise that the peoples of the 
region have great difficulty in attempting to define 
their political identity. 


Myths laid to rest 


The author loves nothing better than to lay certain 
myths to rest. He hardly mentions the Crusades, he 
downgrades the importance of religion in ruling cir- 
cles in the early years of Islam; he stresses throughout 
the originality of Persia and its key role in the region. 
He illustrates well a key feature ot the Middle East — 
the fact that rulers depended for their security on a 
body of men foreign to the country where they held 
authority: Janissaries, Memlukes, indeed Turks, first 
recorded as being recruited by the Abbassid caliphs. 


* loumey. 
China and 


BOOK REVIEW 

This absence of link between die armed forces and the 
peoples whom they controlled is surely one of the 
lasting keys to the decadence of one state after anoth- 
er in the Middle East until modem times. 

Lewis fails to mention North Africa and Spain — 
maybe they are not central to the story he tells but the 
sheer wealth of science, architecture and economic 
achievement of Arab, even more Berber, rule in the 
Iberian peninsula surely warranted one chapter. 
Relations between the two shores of the Western 
Mediterranean have, for nearly 3,000 years, played an 
important, although intermittent, role in the history of 
the Middle East. 

The author concentrates his attention on the ruling 
classes — the conscious reasons Middle Eastern 
rulers gave when they dealt with the West. His mas- 
tery here is unchallenged but the result is a neglect of 
two factors which may offer an important explanation 
of what was a story of relative, not absolute, decline: 
The change in climate and the demographic history of 
the region. 

Though adequate evidence is still lacking for the 
Middle East, we know that warmer and drier climatic 
conditions prevailed in Western Europe from the mid- 
dle of the 18th century — a change which translated 
into better harvests, a sharp increase in population and 
easier recruits for the armed forces. In the Middle 
East such changes spelt drought, depopulation of the 
countiyside. declining crops and growing difficulty in 
maintaining the strength of the armed" forces. The 
shifts may well explain, as much as the ones the 
author addresses <the shift of trade to the Atlantic, the 
flow of bullion from the New World, the far greater 
possibilities of credit available in the West and state 
support for overseas trading companies in Christian 
Europe), the increasing weakness of the Ottoman 
Empire. 

It would be presumptuous to reproach the author for 
not having written a different kind of book. As it 
stands, this book is an invaluable guide to a region 
which, we are told, will witness a “clash of civilisa- 
tions." 

Francis Ghiles 



B This Week 


The year-round Santa 


By Jean Claude Elias 


PEOPLE WHO have u real passion tor anything like a 
hobby, a collection, and object or an art tend to develop 
strange habits. Their passion grows stronger with time. 
They become very demanding, picky and nothing can sa- 
tisfy them anymore. One typical aspect of their crisis is the 
impossible search for perfection. WheLher a violinist 
dreaming of the ideal bridge for his violin or a stamp col- 
lector scrutinising a ceniury-old rare piece under a micro- 
scope — an activity that simple mortals surely cannot 
understand — such specialists will take to incredible 
heights the excitement for a detail that will make ail the 
difference. Only those who share similar ardor will under- 
stand and sympathise. 

Computer lovers belong to such a group. The industry 
however is helping them to nurture their passion beyond 
aceeptuDle. reasonable limits. Because of the rapid ad- 
vancement in computer technology and the way it is being 
promoted. PC aficionados may be the weirdest hobbyists 
of them all. The huge array of software and hardware prod- 
ucts that the market is offering them is being updated, 
improved and replaced every few weeks. And they badly 
want to follow the trend. At any price. 

NVhat is amazing is that a PC addict is ready to spend 
money and change a piece in his setup, even for an 
insignificant technical improvement. An example: The 
access time of a memory chip, the speed at which it can 
retrieve data stored in it. is expressed in "ns” (nanosecond, 
or billionth of a second). Current PC memory works at the 
average rate of 70 ns. New circuits have been released that 
work at 60 ns. One should see how anxious were some 
users to obtain the new model. The same phenomenon is 
now happening for computer screens. When a new design 
was launched that featured a sharper resolution point, mea- 
suring exactly 0.27 mm instead of the standard 0.28 nun, 
many were those who wanted desperately to get rid of their 
"old” monitor to acquire the new one. It is like dying to 
trade your car that can do 160 km/h for one that can do 161 
km/h. 

The tiniest improvement in technical characteristics is 
seen as an absolute "must have.” A printer that can produce 


chip talk 



six pages per minute instead of five, a CD-ROM thai 
rotates at twelve-spend instead of ten. multimedia speakers 
that deliver ten watts instead of nine or a new mouse with 
a slightly more comfortable thumb position, any of these 
products that may sound like vain gimmicks to those who 
are "out.” will make an honest PC lover lose sleep over 
them. 

Actually this species — PC lovers that is — is far from 
being ridiculous or insane. Its conduct is dictated not by 
technical necessity but by a simple, irresistible (aw: 
Pleasure. They know it well and don't feel ashamed a bit 
about it. Like children dreaming of some toy on Christmas 
Eve, computer users dream of faster bard disks, larger 
monitors and more feature-laden programmes. The only 
difference is that kids expect Santa once a year. PC users 
expect it every month or so. Who cares if nobody really 
feels the benefit, it just feels good to have it. 

Nothing can better illustrate our consumer society than 
Personal Computers. They beat video tape recorders, cars, 
stereo systems and satellite TV receivers. Simply because 
the rate at which it is being updated is the fastest among all 
industries, even if it's by microscopic, negligible steps, 
computer technology is now the major force that drives 
consumers to buy. Nothing allows you to combine plea- 
sure and real productive work better than PCs. This is at 
least how the whole story about the machines is being pre- 
sented to us by the industry. This is also the best excuse 
one can find to buy a computer and keep upgrading it, 
upgrading it. upgrading it... 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 

Thursday, January 30, 1997 6:00 French Programme 


Holy Koran 

Min A! Hadi A1 Mohammadi 
Cartoon (Ovide & The Gang) 

Moomin 

They Came From Outer Space 
Feature Film — A Stranger In Time 
Starring: Heather Kottek & Amy Seely 
Call For Prayer and Link With Channel One 
French Progammes 
Intertainment Varieties 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Atomes Crochus 

News Headlines 

Parenthood 

Documentary 

Babylon-5 

Kung Fu-The Legend Continues 
News In English" 

Documentary 

Feature Film — Angel Flight Down 
Starring: Patricia Kalember & David Charret 
Mini Series 
Ramadan Talks 


French Programme 
Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 
Oriental Rugs 
Babylon-5 

Tycoons (Documentary) 

News In English 

Islam In A Changing World (Doc.) 
Hot Shots 
Mini Series 
Ramadan Talks 


Monday, February 3, 1997 


Friday, January 31, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Min A1 Hadi Al Mohammadi 
Flinistones 

Playahout & See How They Grow 
Crystal Maze 

Feature Film — Memphis Belle 
Starring: Mathew Modine & Erec Stoltz 
Call For Prayer And Link With Channel One 
French Programme 
Science & Space Encyclopedia 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Alio La Terre 
News Headlines 
Down To Earth 
Orienlal Rugs (Doc.) 

Babylon 5 
Hunter 

News In English 

Journey Across The Land Of Islam 
Feature Film — The Rose & The Jackal 
Starring: Christopher Reeve & Madolyn 
Smith "Osborne 
Mini Series — Blue Grass 
Ramadan Talks 


Holy Koran 

Min Al Hadi A l Mohammadi 
Cartoon 

Deep Water Haven 

Feature Rim — The Case Of The Witch 
Who Wasn't 

Starring: Madeline Langlois & Stefane 
Gaudrv 

Call For Prayer And Link with Channel One 
I Love Lucy 

French Programme — Magazine 

Science — Cinq Sur Cinq 

News Headlines 

Rosanne 

Documentary 

Babylon 5 

Extreme (Pilot) 

News In English 

JoUmey Into The Land Of Islam 

Under Suspicion 

Mini Series (False Arrest) 

Ramadan Talks 


Tuesday, February 4, 1996 


Saturday, February 1, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Min Al Hadi Al Mohammadi 

Cartoon 

Chris Cross 

Feature Film — Benji The Hunted 

Starring: Red Hegal & Nancy Francis 

Call For Prayer And Link With Channel One 

Documentary 

The Muppet Show 

French Programme 

Scrie — Jack 

Le Journal 

Magazine — Ziva 

News Headlines 

Hanging With Mr. Cooper 

Oriental Rugs (Doc.) 

Prism 

Lois & Clark — The New Adventures Of 

Superman 

News In English 

MacGvver 

Feature Film — - Honky Tonk 
Starring: Clark Gable & Lana Turner 
Ramadan Talks 


Holy Koran 

Min Al Hadi Al Mohammadi 
Cartoon i Captain Planet) 

French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 
Dog House 

Feature Film — The Comrades Of Summer 
Starring: Joe Mantegna & Natalya Negoda 
Call For Prayer And Link With Channel One 
You Bel Your Life 
French Programme 
Serie — La Lumiere Des Justes 
Magazine — Extra Large 
News Headlines 
Murphy Brown 
Oriental Rugs 
Encounter 

Lost Civilisations (Doc.) 

News In English 

Islam In A Changing World (Doc.) 

Snowy River 

Mini Series — Memories Of Midnight 
Ramadan Talks 


Wednesday, February 5, 1997 


Sunday, February 2, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Min Al Hadi Al Mohammadi 
Cartoon 

French Programmes 
The Famous Five 
Feature Film — Young Giants 
Starring: John Huston & Peter Fox 
Call For Prayer And Link With Channel One 
'tbu Bet Your Life 


Holy Koran 

Min Al Hadi Al Mohammadi 
Cartoon 

Escape From Jupiter 
Feature Rim — Spotswood 
Starring: Anthony Hopkins & Angela Punch 
Call For Prayer And Link With Channel One 
The Muppet Show 
French Programme 
Document — Ushuaia 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Baker's Reid P.D. 

Documentary 
Challenges 
iVB.A. Basketball 
News In English 

Journey Across The Land Of Islam 

Cobra 

Mini Series 

Ramadan Talks 
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Heroes and zeros 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


THE BRITISH have beaten us again at a game that has 
been going on for as long as anyone can remember. One 
reason why they keep winning is that they are institution- 
ally far better prepared chan we are. 

Take for example the plans to build a tower in the centre 
of London. One such institution, English Heritage, has 
decided to oppose world renowned architect Norman 
Foster’s plans to build a 1 ,265ft Millennium Tower in the 
business district of London because, it claimed, it would 
overwhelm London. 

The commissioners of English Heritage have considered 
that the tower, which would be the tallest building in 
Europe, would damage not only the heart of the business 
district but London as a whole. 

English Heritage also plans to oppose plans by leading 
Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava to build another 
tower because it too is considered to be damaging to the 
London Skyline. 

The commission’s chairman said that the Foster Tower is 
"a fine building but one in the wrong place, and that 
London does not need a virility symbol to prove it is a 
world financial centre." 

The next step will involve calling a public enquiry on the 
rower and, if necessary, banning the issue of planning per- 
mission. 

These are the logical and democratic procedures that 
ultimately control who builds what and where. Maybe, 
just maybe, some day we will be able to reach this institu- 
tional stage of development where the role of real and 
effective institutions, rather than the role of the individual, 
in the decision making process is made paramount. 

The game continues. 

Teachers in the United Kingdom, it was announced last 
week, are to be given clear powers to use physical force to 
restrain pupils in playground lights and classroom disrup- 
tion to protect the safety and education of others. 

These latest instructions, themselves planned amend- 
ments to the Education Bill, follow complaints by teachers 
that they were risking their careers whenever they inter- 
vened in such fights. 

The measures also include legal ly-enforceable deten- 
tions and longer exclusions. 

Meanwhile, over here, our institutional framework for 
discipline at schools is a 1964 Education Act that many 
people agree contains gaps and anomalies that urgently 
need addressing. 

This malfunction was clearly demonstrated by the High 
Court of Justice’s annulment of a Ministry of Education 
decision to expel a student from one prestigious private 
school. 

So while we wait for our dear lawmakers to act and 
maybe amend our outdated laws, they themselves are busy 
pronouncing untimely new ones thus allowing the British 



to move ahead even further in the gam 

A third contentious issue concerns IfeJs of knowledge 
in both coup): :es. 

In Jordan, a recent television progratme where the pre- 
senter ventures outdoors in our capital ity to ask citizens 
general knowledge questions has revded several amaz- 
ing facts about our people. Some peple. it turns out, 
believe that the Emirate of Trunsjordi was founded in 
1972 by Sharif Hussein Tbn Ali whi lathers said that it 
was founded in 1967. Others still saidt was founded in 
1968. 

Striking a similar note, a recent suiey published last 
week in the United Kingdom claimed tat fewer than half 
of all school-children could place Lodon on a map of 
Britain and more than a third did not knw where Scotland 


Education advisors have admitted rhathe evidence from 
900 pupils aged between 8 and 16 was :ip rising and dis- 
turbing because the national curriculunin Britain stipu- 
lated that children should be able to lentify principal 
cities, regions and rivers on a map of th-U.K. by the age 
of 11. 

No points to either country- 

Another recent situation between th two countries 
involves visa fees charged to citizens froi both countries. 

While we certainly should oppose othe who tiy to tell 
us. and even mightily dictate, how we tould welcome 
tourists, it should remain clear that whenf comes to the 
arrangement of reciprocal treatment vis-a-is visa charges, 
positions should remain fixed and uncomjomistng unless 
the action taken was mutual. 

This means that if the British embsy in Amman 
charges Jordanian nationals JD37 for a sigle entry visa, 
then it is quite justifiable for the Jordann Embassy in 
London to charge JD30 for a single entry isa. 

Because of this, we believe that offials from the 
Ministry of Tourism were quite wrong to tve pushed for 
a reduction in visa fees for British passpoi holders effec- 
tive from Jan.20. 1997. 

In this matter, we think Jordan was wreg-footed by a 
group of people who should have known bte-r. Maybe. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 

STRANGE BELIEFS BANK OF K^pWLEDlJE 


• He who wishes to protect himself from fever has to eat 
the first violet blossom on his way during springtime. 


■ A newly-bom baby’s body is cleaned with the first 
moistened swaddle ro keep up smart all his life. 


1. In World War I, London was , embed by 
What? 


• All Indian chiefs place two owl feathers on their head- 
gears believing that it would give them a chance to guide 
and lead their people amidst darkness and enslavement. 
The hooting of an owl heralds death in the neighbourhood. 


2. A German optician who died in 1888 istill remem- 
bered whenever precision lenses are mentio;d. Can you 
remember his name? 


3. Can you name four animals beginning \th the letter 
“Z”? 


• The Normans used to feed a drunkard with owl omelet 
so as to help him come to his senses. 


4. Pair them off: 
(a) Zaptieh 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


(b) Zeta 

(c) Zimocea 


( 1 ) Soft bath spqge 

(2) Turkish poluman 


(3) Volcanic roc from 
Vesuvius 


** Hit the right nail on the head. 

I drib alal watar al-hassas. 


(d) Zonda 


(4) Small closet r chamber, 
especially of church 


** Don’t be stiff-necked. 


La takon aneedan. 


(e) Zurlite 


(5) Hot Argentit wind 


** You need not go mad! 


La da’ee lil-ghadab. 


** His words get on my nerves. 

Kalamuhu yutheer a’sabi. 


A murrain on you! 


PUZZLES 


AJaikal-la'na! 


** You’re throwing mud at her. 

Innaka tuiatikhu sum’ataJm. 


** That’s too much for me. 


Inna hatha fawqa taqati. 


IA) A GANG OF MEN are employed in diedi a well. 
The proposed depth of the well is no ft. 10Tn. J emen 
sink the shaft 40 ft 6 in. in the first week. Owir to the 
hardness of the pound increasing as the shaft pr< esses, 
Ih g F « °" J y able to dig 27 ft. in the second weel - 
If in fijither weeks they dig at a proportionately creas- 

B"- many weeks ' work needed tocnplete 


JOKES 


• FIRST: “When 1 speak the whole nation listens." 
SECOND: “That shows how important a person vou 
are." 

FIRST: “Not at all. I’m a radio announcer." 


(B) THE BIRD HOUSE: 

Fill in the spaces to name six birds. 


• GEOGRAPHY TEACHER: “Now tell me where 
Canada is." 

STUDENTS “It’s on page 24. sir.** 


ONE L AWYER: “You’re a fool." 

OTHER LAWYER: “But I’ll say, you’re damnfool." 
JUDGE: “As the learned lawyers have identified each 
other, please proceed with the case” 


• EMPLOYEE: “Why haven’t you taken any vacation 
this year?" 

EMPLOYER: "Because I thought I needed some rest" 
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■ RENDEZVOUS WITH ART 

f rom script toaibstraction’ — Indonesian contemporary art exhibition in Jordan 

Pop Art, abstract expressionism and other artistic styles collaborate to shed light on aspects of Indonesian 
culture & folklore, establishing bridges of commonalities with the Jordanian socio-cultural matrix 


e ahead huilv. n: :: 

Ini iwiv . o:--. 

i 1 ,-tsiir* ;fv 

triuti, a nvcot . 

VCfHqtr* % im , ,a 

V ViwwiMtiir 

,^S atwHlI *HH N. 

? that thr I'jnn.iK 1 *’2 i.. 
JV Sllrtnl Mu’*' w lit !!-.i 
muted in W*>' Oi!.::' *■ 

inj: a simikiv n.n.* 

H-Uie A-imUxI . v . 

wlhhli JilMuiS k >i:lM 
t and iii<'il' ili.m .1 ihsr.i ,!■, 

din'll .ld\ imms ll.iw .'d-: ■ 
iptU between '*■ 

} because thr lutum.:’. . ; 
hdl chlldlCI) '•lU'Uii.i S. 
tvghws and • »* vi* i-n ,i ■: 

aims m cithci ccnutit 
her riven? *tiu.itu«u !v 
Cs visa li'C." i , ll«iri!ii , i! !.■«:! 
v we vTIf.Hlib dionai • 

J cum migWtly riut.de. 
>. u shttuld remain cic..: 
CIIK'IU fLVipnu.iJ n 
ins shmikl rem.iin lived 

lOH Ulki'II M .is llllllUc; 

mc,iu% ;hai »! the ll:i 

s K'tdiiniiiii H.ilion.;!'- 11 * 

is ,|iiin* p>nlub?c ».«■ 

« u* chitiiv Jl3 m> .-. • ■ 
irrse »*1 ths-- «v* KMv' 
ty ,il 1.5iin-;n were . 

bin'll iu v*-.« UVi let H::; 

.!»» J.m. ’l‘. 

is iTurii'i we th*uk 

*«l prt'J'li.’ wit*' sib •■.. 


“ER SIDE 

htttfair 

BANK OF KNOVVLED 


tivnu.m .qtu.’int' v 
V hv'IV'Cl 
>K-i i»s n.ism " 

,in v.'ii iuiur lour ;/ 


ui llK'ili ol! 
’apin'! i 


PUZZLES 


A CiAVi * < if Ml N 
ojv.rd depth ”• : '■ ’■ 
V -tail .»i' fi «' «. 
>s *»! It !«; ■’ 

X miU J.: .V.T 

tulUu) week- IK ‘ 
e. how * 

iif 


fi itoe «pih'i*' 



Ml 

OTesi 




m 

/sfl 

WT 





■; By Mahmoud I. Mufti 

& CHARACTERISTICALLY 

JC calm and reflective, and 

I refreshingly unruffled by 

the masterful complexity of 
some of the works in this 
exhibition, RRH Princess 
Wijdan Ali. the exhibition's 
organiser, tilts her head pen- 
sively to one side as she 
contemplates a painting by 
Indonesian artist Among 
Rahman, entitled “Under 
the Protection of Allah." An 
overwhelming sense of spir- 
ituality abounds in the 
work, and a subtle quarter- 
smile on the princess’s face 
reveals the extent of her 
* involvement in, and interac- 

tion with the ethereal and 
aesthetic dynamics of the 
painting. An ocean of indi- 
gos, ultramarine blues, tur- 
quoises. sky-blues and 
cloud- white progressively 
culminate in a contrivance 
of heavenly ascension. 
Though ‘contrivance' in the 
creative, fantastical sense of 
the word. 

The immediate fore- 
ground, rendered in provo- 
catively-contrasting hues of 
oriental topaz, is pock- 
marked with images of to- 
ga-clad people — worship- 
pers. most probably — arms 
outstretched towards the 
oceanic progression that 
evokes the atmosphere of 
the Ka'ba. Somewhat eerie 
j at first glance, due to the 

j presence of what the imagi- 

, native among us might plau- 

l sibly surmise the near-death 

i experience to be. the work 

t shortly thereafter succeeds 

■ in instilling the contrasting 

sentiment of serenity in the 

j- viewer’s sensibilities al- 

I beit of the totally ‘unworld- 

, Jy' and celestial sort. 

Oddly (given the vast styl- 
istic and thematic diver- 
gence). one nonetheless 
rv finds it possible to recall 

Albrecht Ahdorfer’s “Bafde ‘ 
of Alexander at lssus.” The 
latter, a 16th century oil-on- 
panel painting, rendered in 
the classical academic style, 
depicts an epic battle scene 
underneath a brilljamly- 
clouded sky that seems to be 
brewing into a galactical 
vortex. In place of Rah- 
man's sky-reaching. Ka’ ha- 
lite structure, is a majestic 
mountain that visually and 
symbolically links the de- 
tailed fore-and-raiddle- 
ground with the sky. But, 
whereas in Altdorfer’s de- 
piction. the foreground is 
dominated by a mightly bat- 
tle-scene (recounting the 
, victory of Alexander’s 
troops over Darius’s), Rah- 
man's far gentler — but 
equally uncompromisingly 
vivid foreground — alludes 
not so much to a battle, but 
to a tenacious and earnest 
striving by a small band of 
people to reach to the 
j beackoning heavens, as if in 
J a final and decisive attempt 
i to attain salvation. The com- 
[ monalities between the wo 
1 w orks lie in a shared fantas- 
tical realm that denotes, 

, with great severity, the 
•; notions of absolute finality 
( and decisive transience, on 
the one hand, and a sense of 
.the epic, on the other. They 
are both extremely atmos- 
pheric and drippingly laden 
1 with allegory. However, this 
is where the similarities end. 

Discovering that this pain- 
ting’s artist. Among Rah- 
man. is also a poet, rein- 
forces the emanant feelings 
of lyrical poetry, mysticism, 
perhaps even Sufi’ism. 
Biographical text on the 
artist describes his work in 
■ terms of: “The expanse of 
■ ' .’ mature ' and life are the 
4 / schools' from which he 

"tj ( derives his knowledge A 

f. V w orld of silence, a world of 
\/mystery.....These mysteri- 
ous blue and gxeen colours 
t (in his works] have become 
his obsession and the 
v colours which he has mas- 
v fered.” 

Mr. Rahman’s own attes- 
i\\ taiion expounds that: “the 
Y\\ colour of heaven is blue, but 
L-xV blue which is not present- 
known: it contains a 
y -green, but a green which is 
presently seen.” Seen 
lyfrom that perspective, and 
'■optionally denuded from the 
^'■spiritual element, the work 
reffectively becomes a trea- 
tise on the mergence of 
r> colours and their interrela- 
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Azdan From Lime Stone Hill by Sunaryo 

tionships. Viewed from that will be gifted 10 of the art- 
vantage point, or the first, works in the exhibition, 
the kindrwl elements of sub- Collectively, their styles va- 
liminality, aesthetic pur- ry from abstract expression- 
posefulness, and spiritual ism, symbolism, poetic sur- 
evocation are convincingly realism, modem impressio- 
enraeshed together in a nism. pop-art. etc., involv- 
visual matrix that possesses ing multi-media, diverse 
both equilibrium and inter- textures and imagery of 
pretational freedom. totem symbols. 

Yet these endowments are Moving on in the exhibi- 
by no means singular to this tion. the viewer’s attention 
particular work by this par- experiences shaip tugs from 
ticular artist. Variants of some of the artists’ works, 
these qualities are evident in as well as milder (and. in 
many of the exhibits, the one or two cases, inconse- 
creators of which join Mr. quential) tugs from others. 
Rahman in the ranks of For instance, as an example 
Indonesia’s diverse reper- of one of the more evocative 
toire of accomplished and works, Dwijo Sukatmo’s 
established artists. How- depiction of part-superim- 
ever, this particular exhibi- posed, part-recurring ima- 
tion’s ten-artist-ensemble — ges of what se*jms like a 
collectively responsible for bunched-over female pil- 
the creative slendour of the grim/wanderer, comes ac- 
sixty exhibited works — is ross as a stylistic hybrid bet- 
comprised of: A.D. Pirous, ween Maurits Escher’s 
Dwijo Sukatmo, Erna Gar- transformative graphic 
nasih Pirous. Haryadi Suadi, prints. Giacomo Balia’s 
Heyi Ma’mun. Setiawan “Flight of the Swallows,” 
Sabana.TisnaSanjaya.Umi and Umberto Boccioni’s 
Dachlan, Sunaryo and, of “Head, Light, and Surroun- 
course, the now relatively dings.” Though the core 
familiar Among Rahman, subject of Sukacmo’s theme. 
The Indonesian Archipek- the presumed pilgrim lady, 
go’s national motto, “Unity pertains more to Islamic 
in Diversity,” is truly evi- culture than European, the 
dent here. artistic style borrows heavi- 

Running parallel in impor- ly from the latter influence, 
tance to the exhibition's aes- Balia and Boccioni were 
thetic value — and indeed, both Italian, while Escher 
its ultimate function as a was Dutch. The viewer is 
“window unto an entire cul- advised that the parallels 
ture” — are the implications drawn here are purely the 
for Jordonian-lndonesian outcome of the writer's per- 
cultural exchange. “This sonal interaction with the 
endeavour represents the said works and, as such, lie 
beginning of cultural inter- in the realm of the subjee- 
change between the two five, not objective. The 
countries. The Jordanian same works may quite like- 
Royal Society of Fine Arts ly appear detached from the 
has been invited to organise analogies constructed by 
a Jordanian art exhibition in this writer-viewer. 

Indonesia next year, to inc- Also reflective of Islamic 
lude 60 artworks from the culture, though more so, is a 
permanent collection of the multi-media work by Umi 
Jordan National Gallery of Dachlan. Depicting the at- 
Fine .Aits. These will be dis- mosphere of the Muslim pil- 
played alongside works grimage. the Haj, Dachlan 
from the permanent collec- portrays Mount Arafat tui- 
tion of the Indonesian Art der the stars, in a wav that 
museum, that includes art imbues the work with a pro- 
exhibits from several devel- fusion of spirituality. App- 
oping countries, as well as ropriately, she entitles the 
Malaysian art,” explains work “Waiting for the Night 
HRH Princess Wijdan, pres- of Lai latul Qodar.” (the lat- 
ident of the Royal Society ter being the holiest night in 
of Fine Arts and executive Islam; one that witnessed 
director of the exhibition’s both the inaugural revela- 
hosting- institution, the Jor- non of the Holy Koran as 
dan National Gallery of well as the birth of the 
Fine Arts. Prophet Mohammad, peace 

The latter, cosily and un- be upon himj. Coins of a 
derstatedly nestled among common denomination are 
wild pine trees of one of old used as decorative elements 
Amman's most established in the work, where, at this 
residential neighbourhoods, stage, they are made to 
Jabal Luweibdeh. witnessed abandon their mundane tra- 
the opening, by Her Majesty ditional function as a form 
Queen Noor, of what was to of currency. The artist affix- 
have been a one-month-long es several of them in a man- 
exhibition (Dec. 12, 1996 ner intended to provide fur- 
— Jan. 12, 1997). Res- ther contrast in the multi- 
ponding to incessant visita- media composition of the 
lions by art-lovers from all work, but also for the dual 
walks of life, the exhibits purpose of achieving aes- 
have been kept on exrended thetic balance, harmony and 
display. Moreover, under a equilibrium, as well as mak- 
cultural-i merchant agree- ing the statement that every- 
ment signed by Princess day objects (such as coins 
Wijdan and a representative are), are capable of assum- 
of the Indonesian govern- ing roles totally different 
ment the National Gallery than those imposed upon 




them by society. even 

achieving pleasing visual 
effects in an unconventional 
contextual placement. Thus 
positioned, all their banality 
is exorcised. 

Another artist, simply 
calling himself “Sunaryo.” 
(though with talent and 
acclaim sufficiently abun- 
dant to justify such excur- 
sions into egotistical indul- 
gences). projects an en- 
vironmentally-responsible 
stance by tapping the un- 
adulterated raw beauty of 
organic substances. He 
makes tasteful use of a col- 
lage -matrix of basket- 
weave, bamboo-sticks and 
jute-based burlap to achieve 
his vividly abstract depic- 
tions, “Nature and Tradi- 
tion” “Gold and Environ- 
ment”, “Fish Trap at the 
Edge of the Shore,” etc. Pre- 
dictably, the finished work, 
with its dramatic protru- 
sions and recesses, takes on 
the look of relief-work of a 
rudimennuy nature. Here, 
the sea is strongly evoked 
without so much as the use 
of the colour blue, its off- 
shoots or derivatives. This 
goes to reveal the defunct- 
ness of the traditional notion 
that only oil. acryllic. water- 
colour, pastel, charcoal, etc., 
can make a painting ‘a 
painting,’ In actuality, the 
work is sophisticated and 
not so rudimentary, imbuing 
the reliefs relatively mild 
three-dimensional charac- 
teristics with a corapelling- 
iy-provocative aura. The 
effect is not roo much unlike 
that achieved in some of 
Alberto Bum’s earlier work 
of the 1 950’s. Bum, similar- 
ly, uses burlap, linen and oil 
on board, though makes do 
with the less elegant visual 
effect of gold paint in place 
of the coveted (though far 
costlier) gold-leaf. 

Opting for an art-form that 
leaves somewhat less to be 
read between the lines, Tis- 
na Sanjaya presents a series 
of iconographic, installa- 
tion-type artworks (entitled 
“The Art from the Prospe- 
rous Country, 1-VI). Virtual- 
ly anything that was within 
reach at the time of the gen- 
esis of this series was incor- 
porated into the work. The 
artist skillfully, albeit mys- 
teriously. uses cut-outs of 
important-looking cult fig- 
ures from magazines, pasted 
over simple backgrounds 
painted in minimalist and 
naive styles, with smatter- 
ings of letters, disjointed j 
words and sentences 
sprawled here and there, 
everywhere. A symbollic 
handshake between two 
leaders is matched by the 
presence of a pair of gloves 
directly beneath the pho- 
tographed hands, projecting 
a similar hand-shaking ges- 
ture. The allusion therein 
appears to be one of unmis- 
takable sardonicism, idio- 
syncrasy. fallaciousness 
and. in particular instances, 
ignominiousness — ele- 
ments that would seem to 


have belonged more indige- 
nously in the anti-establish- 
ment days Of the 60’s than 
the 90’s. 

And if one had been 
somewhat hasty, earlier on. 
in admonishing the use of 
gold-spray instead of gold- 
leaf, one needs to brace up 
now to being greeted with a 
sanguine minstrelsy of 
sprayed-on colours* that 
leave the natural spectrum 
of the rainbow looking 
almost ‘dull-and-dowdy’ by 
comparison. But as far as 
this sort of Pop Art goes — 
hallmarked by the use of 
symbols from advertising, 
contemporary mass media 
and popular culture, with 
collage-work as one of the 
major components of the 
execution-process — 
Sanjaya’s work seems no 
less innovative, original or 
accomplished than ihar of 
the celebrated artists who 
have dabbled, at consider- 
able depth, in this virtually 
parameter- less school of 
cynical imagery; the likes of 
Sigmar Police, Robert Rau- 
schenberg, Jean-Michel 
Basquiat, Joseph Cornell. 
Gilbert Proesch. George 
Pasmore, George Grosz, 
Raoul Hausmann, Tom 
Wesselman. and Richard 
Hamilton. And contrary to 
popular belief that Pop An 
is a new genre, it is worth 
noting that the works pro- 
duced by these masters 
spanned a period from 1919 
(in the case of Hausmann) 
to 1991 (in the case of 
Proesch and Pasmore). 

Tie remaining works in 
the exhibit are every bit as 
much deserving of scrutiny, 
and nowhere more appropri- 
ate than on-location, in the 
exhibition hall itself (for 
instance. Sabana’s “The 
Energy of Nature”. A.D. 
Pirous’ “Middle East 
Dream”. Suadi ‘s “The 
Ka’bah and the Mosque". 
E.G. Pirous’ “Maghrib at 
West Lombok”." and 
Ma'mun's “Mist on Earth." 
in addition to additional 
works by the same artists. 

Delivering an exhaustive 
presentation paper on the 
occasion of the current exhi- 
bition, entitled “Develop- 
ment and Current Issues in 
Contemporary Indonesian 
Art," Professor A.D. Pirous 
of the Bandung Institute of 
Technology (TTB). Indone- 
sia. explains: “In culture. 
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The Ka'bah And The Mosque by Haryadi Suadi 


particularly in an. if one ob- 
serves it closely, one can see 
the exploration of each artist 
in search of his or her local 
colours, in expressions or in 
media (materials and tech- 
niques). and equipment. 
Dependence on art theories 
and art creativity- forms in 
developed countries (espe- 
cially the West i began to 
wane, or at leasr began to be 
challenged by culture and 
an advocates of developing 
nations, and the form of par- 
adigms and thoughts reac- 
tive to existing Western 
points of view.” 

The professor expounds 
that the ensuing progression 
in his country's an move- 
ment and culture are direct- 
ly correlated to, and reflec- 
tive of the concerns and 
apprehensions pertaining to 
the slate of the human con- 


dition and society at large 
(in all its facets, inclusive as 
much of ihe economic and 
environmental elements, as 
of the political). To such 
effect, he highlights that: 
"The rise in socio-political 
consciousness has encour- 
aged critical altitudes to- 
ward polities at home. Ma- 
ny forms of expressions of 
concern for imbalances and 
disparities in the existing 
political order show ups and 
downs. Many commenta- 
ries. responses, and critical 
acts against social injustices 
and criminal acts come to 
rise among problems in 
Indonesian society.” 

More closely to home, it 
would seem judicious to 
likewise .ask ourselves: 
“What are the implications 
for Jordan, and how can an 
increased slate of societal 


awareness and responsibili- 
ty tof which culture and art 
are but some of the yard- 
sticks) contribute to the 
remedying of social injus- 
tices and rampant discrep- 
ancies resulting from lapses 
in social solidarity and 
social ethics?" Art will 
hardly likely prove to be the 
answer, in and of itself, but 
its contribution ’ may lie in 
its gradual — though steady- 
inclination — to positively 
impact people’s intellects 
and sensitise them to a high- 
er threshold and quality" of 
awareness. 

The exhibition is held at 
the Jordan National Gal- 
lery of Fine Arts, Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Amman, and 
will remain open for sever- 
al more days. Please in- 
quire at 630128. 
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Celebrity painter Liu Yu Yi stands before a gigantic painting of what he envisions will be 
Hong Kong's celebration of its return to Chinese rule this year. Spanning an entire wall in 
his home in Hong Kong's posh Mid-Levels district, the oil work depicts over 200 famous per- 
sonalities at a handover feast, with China’s paramount leader Deng Xiaoping at centre stage 
(Reuter photo) 

Talent, history make celebrity of Chinese painter 


By Tan Ee Lyn 
Reuter 

HONG KONG — Long 
before Hong Kong’s han- 
dover to China, celebrity 
painter Liu Yu Yi. whose 
portrait subjects include 
Beijing’s leaders, is already 
benefiting from the return 
of Britain’s last Asian out- 
post to the Chinese fold. 

Spanning an entire wall in 
his home in Hong Kong’s 
posh Mid-Levels district is 
an almost finished oil paint- 


ing depicting over 200 
famous personalities at a 
feast celebrating the han- 
dover at midnichl on June 
30. 

Central on the canvas is 
China’s paramount leader 
Deng Xiaoping, the man 
hailed as the architect of the 
“one country', two systems" 
formula under which Hong 
Kong would be treated after 
the handover. 

Raising a toast. Mr. Deng 
is flanked by President 
Jiang Zemin. Premier Li 


Peng and Tung Chee-Hwa. 
the man who will run Hong 
Kong after Britain hands 
back its colony of more 
than 1 50 years. 

”1 am using art to capture 
this momentous event that 
is w atched by all nations of 
the world.” Liu. reclining 
on a sofa, told Reuters dur- 
ing an interview. 

Trained at the Central 
Academy of Fine Arts in 
Beijing, Liu shot to fame in 
1993 when he sold “Liang 
Xiao” (Festive Everting) — 


a flashback to a historic 
gathering of China’s lead- 
ers in 1950 — for 8.36 mil- 
lion Hong Kong dollars 
i S 1 .08 millionj. 

It was the highest price 
paid for a contemporary 
Chinese work of art and he 
has been hitting jackpots 
ever since. 

He sold Song Of The 
Goddess Nu Wa tor S.8S 
million Hong Kong dollars 
in 1994 and Gathering Of 
Immortals for 10.8 million 
Hong Kong dollars in 1995. 
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Setting the standard 


for pH measurement 


ILK. COMPANY Sirius 
Analytical Instruments 
— winner of the 1995 
Exporter of the Year 


Award originated by 
South East Hampshire 


South East Hampshire 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry — has 
developed an instru- 
ment enabling a user to 
measure pH accurately 
every time and to prove 
it 

pH (a scale for mea- 
suring acidity or alka- 
linity) is one of the com- 
monest measurements 
made in the laboratory. 
But before the advent 
of the GLpH it was not 
easy to measure, even 
with trained operators. 
Mistakes could occur in 
standard operating 


procedure (SOP), ren- 
dering the result unreli- 
able. 

The picture shows lec- 
turer Dr. Malik Safa, 
reviewing the perfor- 
mance of the instru- 
ment that he helped 
develop and engineer. 

The Sirius GLpH sys- 
tem sets a new standard 
of accurate pH mea- 
surement by automat- 
ing all the steps in the 
SOP. To measure pH, 
the user selects the 
method for measure- 
ment, places the sample 


in the sample position 
(beaker foreground) 


and presses “ves.” 

An electrode holder 


with pH electrode, tem- 
perature probe and 


stirrer moves automati- 
cally from the storage 
vial through two water 
washes to be ready to 
measure position above 
the sample. It then low- 
ers into the sample, 
where pH is measured. 
After measurement, the 
electrode is washed. It 
is stored in the pH7 
buffer solution between 
tests. 

For most measure- 
ments with the GLpH 
only one-button opera- 
tion is required. It self- 
calibrates automatical- 
ly every hour (or other 
user-programmed time 
interval) and warns the 
user if calibration is out 
of specification. 

By automatically re- 


minding the user to 
change buffers and 
wash solutions and to 
refill the electrode, easy 
maintenance is assured. 
The results of every cal- 
ibration and measure- 
ment are stored in the 
GLpH — data which 
can be downloaded to a 
PC and a restricted 
access supervisor mode 
ensures the data and 
method are protected. 

The company is in the 
Teaching Company 
Scheme of the School of 
Mechanical, Aeronau- 
tical and Production 
Engineering at King- 
ston University Faculty 
of Technology — Lon- 
don Press Service. 
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CACA-PHONY 
, By Raymond Hamel 
ACROSS 


1 Burtwwenw 

30 woswn gmol 

69 Assay vassal 

95 Ehioyor ol TV 

ask 

toiwra 

TO Star of -Fof Sign 

06 Mafluonogon 

6 Amvod 

39 Ooncnad 

Correspond?! nT 
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10 Pnson uroaponry 
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19 Slackon 

44 Unconvoniioiial 
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77 -Am-I Ho Way la 
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an 
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46 low ImJSI 

47 Openscamn 
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58 Certain lawman 
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64 Cursed king 
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67 Napoleonic 
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71 Adanara 
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75 The end 

78 Organ 
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80 Hoi dan 
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88 Furore Borne* 

89 Of inMonnnalB 
gondo* 

90 Weal her resoarth 

agcy 

32 Vincent LOCOC 
signature king 
94 Make certain 
96 Camp pye<e 


97 Boa 

98 Persian Guff 
lard 

03 SomceatiJe 

100 Troopietwaisi 

102 Greek festival 

103 Pioneer 
anatom isi 

iC5 ftmago's icve 
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108 Onihequi — 

109 Svma' os iruo 
11U Pianist Peter 

1 13 Calendar aser 
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Diagramless. 21x21 
By James Barrick 


ACROSS 
1 Fend du— . Wl 
4 OMeeee 
■neoffinee 
CSmi 

8 tto — Wl'-' 

9 L-idcse. 
pwk*i>v 

ID “1 C 4 .-WM - ifl - 

15 Jewel 

16 to longer 

ntw. 

17 See 
DOWN 

1 Sown cousin 

2 Plus 

3 The Cenieie*»l 
State 

4 cko.Enro e«c 

5 Beal tuck 

6 Sum 

7 Harden 

13 Rroan novesti 

11 Bokarv com 

12 Deports 


IB newer pan 
M Andos tea$t of 

Burton 

21 Show hum 

22 Racua 

33 Act of reeanobng 
29 man areas 

31 POfttfHS 

32 mflafflM wan love 

34 Gorton statues 

35 Acuanum fan 

36 Rmi 


37 Foci pooffy 
36 Hpgman or 
Starch 
46 Dvorak 
42 Make oeiieve 
aa Maks pome 
45 Positioned 
40 Swam undonnater 
i»rm cenan gear 

50 A relative 

51 — deCtHogne 
62 Device on a door 


63 Complains 

55 Wroth 

56 Small rOL«J 
murk 

57 UnddtulO 

59 Sind 

60 Operate 

61 Flying saucer 
63 SWMW-J 

6i Organic 
compound 
65 Turf 


Last Week'* Cryptograms 

1. Lillie league third bimem an wine rookie award by batting 
in the winning run in key game on laet day. 

2. Why does a politician 'proof the flc*hr while ordinary folk 
can only ehake hande? 

3. Lately, very daringly stylish young surgeon* have started 
wearing only cutaway coats. 

4. Lazy old hound dog snoozes placidly under sagging ranch 
bouse porch- 


13 Cnppkn 

14 Ueraiy csUectien 
19 uiautvq 
S3WUB0M 

M Try toeaual 

25 Loigod tor 
Si hfespool worker 
77 Donkey 

28 Oca of dos 

29 Where Congress 
mews 


30 Era mat 
33 Swiikny 
36 Roo*ng flort 

39 Messuruol 

length, aebr 

40 irgun 

41 Mr Hoinri 

42 D~s 
4J Fdiesi 

a onion 
45 Enamel 


47 Tcinesa 
40 Rowing jam 
40 Brake C«n 

52 Own* 

53 ClM*d 
Cjrnogo 

54 Mare 

wflrt 

56 MDl 
68 DOdv 
63 From — Z 
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2.CVR TREZUP I’ST BOYZ HED ARMUHR 
UOZYOTRMCBY DL'SCVZ OZ CVEC CVROT 
V EC Z ETR GITTP AEMBGETYZ. — By EC. Doji* 


3.BPL CONF TOMARI NB5GFURPND Bl'F 
AREFAL S H MF TRIETHIEFS TRIPBID. 

— By Ed HuddWnn 


SOLUTIONS OP LAST WEEK^ PUZZLE 



□□an 

□ □UtlU 
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nri ivTi i n □aaau LUJLi 
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rmn nnn 
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_ uuuu Daao 
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krr~h~i nnnrar OIUUIJU 

Ouua nanann 

qodq rira.n ut 


4.SIAN OTLLY S U I MY N H A UI WYULBI5'8 
DIRYLl'R WAS DRTSOUR! — By Frank N. Stein 
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Anti-skin cancer groups 
battle bronzed Aussie image 


By Marie Mclnemey 
Reuter 


ADELAIDE — Australian 
health authorities, tackling 
the world's highest rates of 
skin cancer, have launched 
a graphic advertising cam- 
paign to ram home the dan- 
gers of sunburn. 

Lapping up the sun on 
Australia's endless beaches 
has fallen from favour in the 
past decade, with anti-can- 
cer groups trying to fade out 
the "appeal of the famous 
“bronzed Aussie” look. 

But the groups are con- 
cerned their message to co- 
ver up with hats, sunscreens 
and protective clothing is 
being forgotten, particularly 
by teenagers — and espe- 
cially young men. 

Australian anti-Cancer 
Councils say teenagers tend 
io feel they are invincible 
and research in Queensland, 
the northern state with the 
worst skin cancer rates, 
shows that while they un- 
derstand the risks well they 
are less likely than other 
groups to change their be- 
haviour. 

“About 75 per cent of all 
Australians will have at 
least one skin cancer cut off 
in their lifetime.” said Anti- 
Cancer Council of Victoria 


Director Professor Robert 
Burton. 

“And about 750,000 peo- 
ple will have something cut 
off their skin which could 
be a skin cancer this year — 
that is way above other 
countries,” he said. 

The latest television ad- 
vertisement, which shows a 
skin lesion being cut off a 
young person's face, fol- 
lows a survey that found 
nearly 40 per cent of people 
in Victoria. Australia's sec- 
ond most populous state* 
suffered sunburn last sum- 
mer. 

It is designed to be more 
confrontational than previ- 
ous lifestyle campaigns that 
featured a cartoon Seagull 
Mascot. 

“Young people have told 
us they do not want a 
pussyfooting approach, they 
want to be told the cold, 
hard facts.” said Queens- 
land Council Director 
Graeme Brien said. 

Research has shown a 
direct link between sunburn 
and the incidence of skin 
cancer, by far the most pre- 
valent form of cancer 
amongst Australia’s IS mil- 
lion population. 

Treating skin cancers will 
cost the nation's health care 
system about a 150 million 


Australian dollars ($120 
million) in 1997, about dou- 
ble the costs of lung cancer, 
the Anti-Cancer Council of 
Victoria estimates. 

Specialists attribute Aus- 
tralia’s high incidence of 
skin cancers to the former 
fashion for its people, many 
from a fair-skinned, anglo- 
celdc background, to soak 
up the sun in pursuit of a 
dark tan. 

Since alarm about skin 
cancer was triggered io the 
19S0s, Australians have 
been urged to abandon the 
bronzed look in promotions 
that have aimed at a cultural 
shift. 

The council says its cam- 
paign has been very effec- 
tive. particularly with 
schools and parents of 
young children, many of 
whom now romp on beach- 
es in Lycra, neck- to- knee 
bathing suits. 

Young women too, aware 
of the effect on their looks 
of prematurely aged skin, 
have taken the message to 
heart. 

Illustrating the trend, wo- 
men's magazine cosmopoli- 
tan has adopted the anti- 
skin cancer promotion as 
policy and editor Mia 
Freedman said it no longer 
used darkly tanned models. 


'The result has been that 
our eye has changed: 
Whereas 10 years ago a 
deep dafk tan looked sexy 
and Australian and modem, 
now it looks very old fash- 
ioned and un-Australian, 
she said 

Citing pale-skinned actors 
like Judy Davis and Nicole 
Kidman as the new- breed of 
Australian beauties, she told 
Reuters: “There is no such 
thing as a suntan, it is all 
sun-damage now.” 

Prof. Burton said Austra- 
lians were still suffering the 
effects of poor sun behav- 
iour in past decades, with 
the incidence of the dead-^ 
liesi form of skin cancer, 
melanoma, doubling over 
two decades to 8.000 cases 
in 1993/94, the most recent 
figures. 

But cancer specialists 
were buoyed by recent evi- 
dence that the incidence of 
all skin cancers was begin- 
ning to level off, while the 
death rate from melanoma 
in women was falling and 
had slowed in men after a 
steady climb for 30 years. 

Tt is the first country in 
the world where the death 
rate is starting to fall,” Prof. 
Burton said. 


Virus reveals how it may cause cancer 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuter 


LONDON — A virus that 
commonly infects Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Synd- 
rome (AIDS) patients may 
offer a clue as to how it. and 
possibly other viruses, caus- 
es cancer. U.S. researchers 
said. 

Marvin Gershengora and 
colleagues at Cornell Uni- 
versity's medical school 
said they showed the virus 
has a gene that could cause 
uncontrolled cell growth — 
one of the characteristics of 
cancer. 

Writing in the science 
journal Nature, they said 
their findings could explain 
the strong association bet- 
ween Kaposi’s Sarcoma- 
Associated Herpes Virus 


(KSHV or HHV 8) and Ka- 
posi's Sarcoma Skin Tu- 
mours. one of the markers 
of AIDS. 

Mr. Gershengora 's group 
homed in on a protein 
known as a G-Protein-Cou- 
pled Receptor (GPCR), 
known sometimes to be 
involved in disease. 

They found it stimulates 
cells to reproduce, which 
means it could cause cells to 
go into the replicative over- 
drive that marks cancer. 

It does this without the 
help of other chemicals usu- 
ally required for the pro- 
cess, such as hormones or 
□eurotrans miners. In effect, 
it can leave a cell perma- 
nently “switched on.” 

Mr. Gershengora said the 
finding could also shed 
light on associations bet- 


ween other viruses and can- 
cers. Similar genes have 
been found in cytomegalo- 
virus, which also commonly 
infects AIDS patients. 

“Wh&t's really exciting 
about this is that it makes 
this receptor a potential 
drug target” Mr. Gershen- 
gom said in a telephone 
interview. 

“If we can show that this 
is related to disease patho- 
genesis, we might be able to 
discover drags that. Jura_ 
the receptor off.” This 
would probably include a,, 
class of drag known as 
inverse agonists or negative 
antagonists. 

“If they are right KSHV 
GPCR could be an impor- 
tant target for the develop- 
ment of new AIDS thera- 
pies.” agreed Philip Mur- 


phy. an expert on the im- 
mune system at the U.S. 
National Institutes of 
Health. 


There are strong indica- ^ 
tions that some viruses can w 


cause cancer. 

In July. Columbia Uni- 
versity researchers found 
that half of 40 gay AIDS 
patients who eventually de- 
veloped Kaposi’s were in- 
fected with KSHV. 

Human wart virus, also 
"fcriown as papilloma virus, 
is strongly associated with 
‘USrvicaf cancer. Hepatitis B 
Virus (HBV) is known to 
lead to liver cancer. 

Britain's cancer research 
campaign estimates that 
viruses may be responsible 
for as many as 15 per cent 
of all cancers worldwide. 


Depression is undertreated, experts say 


CHICAGO (R) — Too 
often people suffering from 
depression are left undiag- 
nosed or undertreated be- 
cause of the health care sys- 
tem's shortcomings and a 
lack of awareness of the aff- 
liction. a panel of experts 
have reported. 

"In light of the prevalence 
and peraiciousness of dep- 
ression, the economic cost 
of the illness, its treatability, 
and previous public and 
professional efforts, why 
are so many people with de- 
pression receiving inade- 
quate treatment or getting 
no treatment at all?” Robert 


Hirschfeld, a psychiatrist at 
the University of Texas in 
Galveston, asked in the 
Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 

The panel, which met for 
two days in January of last 
year, was made up of doc- 
tors, insurers, public health 
officials and consumers and 
was organised by the Natio- 
nal Depressive and Manic 
Depressive Association. 

It said roughly 15 percent 
of American men and 24 per 
cent of women will suffer 
from depression at some 
time and the toll is often 
seen in related health prob- 


lems, unhappy and unpro- 
ductive lives and higher 
rates of suicide. 

Patients and their primary 
care physicians often fail to 
recognise the symptoms of 
depression and the myth 
that depression is not a 
Teal” illness can deter pro- 
per diagnosis and treatment, 
Mr. Hirschfeld wrote in the 
Journal. 

The panel also blamed 
inadequate insurance cover- 
age and the barriers placed 
by managed health care sys- 
tems for patients not obtain- 
ing the best anti-depressant 
drugs. 


'Too many patients with 
depression are treated for 
very brief periods of time 
and then lost to the health 


care system.” Mr. Hirsch-j^ 
feld wrote. 


The panel recommended 
various strategies to improve 
treatment of depression inc- 
luding informing consumers 
about available treatment, de- 
veloping performance stan- 
dards for behavioural health 
care, removing barriers to 
proper diagnosis, urging col- 
laboration among health care 
providers to recognise the 
affliction and finding, new 
treatments. 


Researchers find gene linked to schizophrenia 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Medical researchers have 
found a gene apparently 
linked to schizophrenia and 
say it may explain indirectly 
why those who suffer from 
the disease are very often 
chain smokers. 

“Schizophrenics are the 
most heavy smokers of any 
psychotic patients ... and ft 
had been overlooked as a 
due to the biology of schiz- 
ophrenia,” said Robert 
Freedman of the Denver Ve- 
terans Affairs Medical Cen- 
tre. who led the study. 

Mr. Freedman and col- 
leagues at the University of 
Colorado discovered that 


schizophrenia is inherited 
and they traced the trait in 
nine families from Colo- 
rado and Utah who have a 
high incidence of the dis- 
ease. 

The source of the mental 
problem was located on a 
spot on Chromosome 15. 
the same area that controls a 
nicotine receptor called 
Alpha-7. 

The receptor helps filter 
unnecessary information — 
such as sights and back- 
ground noises, which schiz- 
ophrenics are unable to do, 
causing them to suffer 
information overload. Since 
nicotine stimulates the 


receptor, patients who 
smoke are able to get a few 
moments of relief from their 
affliction. 

"All the patients reported 
they feel great after a ciga- 
rette.” Mr. Freedman said in 
a report published Tuesday 
in the proceedings of the 
National Academv of 
Sciences. 

The scientist said he was 
collaborating with dras 
companies in trying to find 
3' treatment that targets the 
nicotine receptor to help 
around four million Ameri- 
cans who suffer from schiz- 
ophrenia. 

Mr. Freedman insisted 


that his findings do not pro- 
mote smoking as a cure for 
schizophrenia, but provide 
some reassurance to fami- 
lies of schizophrenics who 
wonder why their loved 
ones cannot stop smoking. 

Mr. Freedman also said he 
had yet to prove his theory 
by locating the mutation 
that would link the schizo- 
phrenic trait to the nicotine 
receptor gene. 

He pointed out that in the 
families he researched, ma- 
ny of the patients’ siblings 
had inherited the same trait 
but did not suffer from the 
mental illness. 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


(1 ) Zeppelins. 

(2) Carl Zeiss. 

(3) Zebra, zebu, zamouse, zibet zoril. zorra, zorro, 
zerda. 

(41(a) — 2. 

(b) — 4. 

(cj— I. 

(d> — 5. 

(e) — 3. 


PUZZLES 

I A) Four further weeks, making six in all. 


(B) 1. OWL. 

2. CROW. 

3- ROBIN. 

4. THRUSH. 

5. SPARROW. 
6- STERLING. 
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Dollar surge seen as boon 
for Arab Gulf economies 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The surge in the U.S. dollar 
against the Japanese yen 
and other world currencies 
will give another boost to 
Arab Gulf economies 
already buoyed by high oil 
prices. bankers said 
Wednesday. 

The dollar has soared to 
one of its highest levels 
against the yen and the 
Deutschmark ’ and lifted 
with it most currencies of 
the six-nation Gulf Cooper- 
ation Council (GCC) as 
they are effectively linked 
to the greenback. 

Since crude oil exports 
are officially priced in dol- 
lars, the GCC's earnings 
will be higher in real terms 
as a large pan of the Gulf 
group’s oil production is 
exported to Japan and other 
non-dollar countries. 

“A strong dollar means 
the GCC countries will be 
able to cut the bill of their 
imports from Japan. Ger- 
many and other countries." 
a Gulf banker said. 

“This will combine with 
high oil prices to suppon 
the GCC’s balance of pay- 
ments and enable member 


states to use the surplus 
funds from lower imports to 
spend more on economic 
development and narrow 
the budget deficit." 

The dollar this week 
crossed the psychological 
barrier of 1 20 yen to reach 
122.51 yen on Wednesday. 
Tt also soared to 1.656 
marks, its highest level 
since June 1994. 

The rise was triggered by 
expectations that U.S. inter- 
est rates would be more 
attractive than Japanese and 
German rates in the next 
few months following the 
release of better U.S. eco- 
nomic indicators. 

Five of the GCC’s curren- 
cies are pegged to the dollar 
while Kuwait's dinar is 
linked to a basket of curren- 
cies in which the greenback 
has the lion's share. 

Oil sales account for more 
than two- thirds of the total 
exports of the GCC. which 
groups Kuwait with Saudi 
Arabia. Bahrain, Oman. 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirartes (UAE) in an eco- 
nomic. political and 
defence alliance. 

The six members, which 


control nearly 45 per cent 
of the world’s crude 
reserves and produce more 
than a quarter, are already 
enjoying a surge in their 
earnings due to a sharp 
increase in crude prices. 

The price rise brought 
them nearly $12 billion in 
surplus income in 1996 and 
such a boon continued into 
1997 as prices are still 
strong. 

Bankers said the dollar 
sutge would also boost the 
GCC's overseas assets of 
more than $400 billion as a 
large part of them are 
invested in dollars in the 
form of bank deposits and 
stocks and bonds. 

They expected Gulf coun- 
tries to import more from 
Japan and other industrial 
countries at the expense of 
the United States. 

“Imports from Japan and 
Germany now cost less 
because the dollar is strong. 
The GCC countries will 
naturally prefer those two 
countries to meet their con- 
sumer needs." an Abu 
Dhabi-based bank manager 
said. 

He cited the surge in the 


yen against the dollar in the 
past two years, when Gulf 
states boosted imports from 
the United States at the 
expense of Japan. 

This cut GCC-Japan trade 
from around $36 billion in 
1994 to $33 billion in 1995 
and the level was expected 
to remain low last year. 

Japan is the top commer- 
cial partner of the GCC. 
followed by the European 
Union (EU) and the United 
States. But unlike the EU, 
which enjoys a surplus, 
Japan has suffered from a 
large deficit in its trade with 
the GCC given its lower 
exports and large crude and 
gas imports from the 
region. 

Continuing fluctuations 
in the dollar have prompted 
GCC states to consider 
detaching their currencies 
from the greenback. 

But they have failed to 
reach a collective agree- 
ment as some members 
believe it is an unfeasible 
measure because it is the 
official price of oil. Others 
fear it could be interpreted 
as an anli-U.S. move. 


Lebanon’s growth rate tumbles in ’96 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon's 
economic difficulties in 1996 led 
the country's growth rate to 
plummet from seven per cent to 
three per cent, said the governor 
of the central bank of Lebanon. 

However. Riad Salameh insist- 
ed Lebanon “achieved good 
results and reached the objective 
set by the central bank for lower- 
ing inflation to less than 10 per 
cent," 

The inflation rate came down 
to S.87 per cent from 13.5 per 
cent in 1995 and 16 percent the 
previous year, while gross 
national product (GNP) rose to 
SI2 billion compared to SI 15 
billion in 1995. 

“Despite our tighter monetary 
policy and .the Israeli war in 
April that hit the south of the 
country and even reached the 
capital, the growth rate remained 
positive whereas it could have 
been negative." he said. 

Mr. Salameh said the lower 
growth rate was due to several 
internal and regional incidents 
last year, including Israel's 17- 
day offensive against Lebanon in 
April. 

Lebanese officials said at the 
time the offensive caused more 


than S500 million worth of dam- 
age to the country's infrastruc- 
ture. 

"Benvamin Netanyahu's 
arrival at the head of the Israeli 
government, seen as a threat to 
the Middle East peace process, 
and political and social tensions 
in Lebanon emanating from pay 
rise demands and the legislative 
elections played against growth." 
he said. 

"Those factors greatly affected 
investments, provoked large 
material damages and a decrease 
in public and private incomes," 
he said. 

He said the decrease in growth 
was also due to a stagnation in 
the real -estate sector, which has 
attracted S6 billion of investment 
since the end of the country's 1 5- 
year civil war in 1 990 and is con- 
sidered the driving force behind 
Lebanon's post-war reconstruc- 
tion process. 

Mr. Salameh said bank 
deposits increased by 28.5 per 
cent to reach S 1 9.7 billion at the 
end of December and that the 
country's balance of payments 
surplus tripled to reach S7S0 mil- 
lion. 

He expressed optimism for 


Lebanon's economic perfor- 
mance in 1 997 because "stabilis- 
ing the inflation rate will allow a 
five per cent growth rate, if no 
political event disturbs the situa- 
tion." 

Public debt increased by 45.54 
percent in 19% to reach SI 034 
billion . and interest payments on 
the debt accounted for 71.S5 per 
cent of the budget deficit. 

Mr. Salameh hoped that the S3 
billion pledged during the 
“Friends of Lebanon" forum in 
Washington in December will 
"stimulate the growth of our 
country" and its ambitious SIS 
billion rebuilding programme. 

Meanwhile. Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri’s government 
Wednesday presented its 1997 
budget plan to parliament, fore- 
casting lower spending and high- 
er revenues to cut the annual 
deficit. 

Revenues were projected at 
4.1 trillion pounds ($ 2.6 billion) 
and expenditures at 6.4 trillion 
pounds (S4.1 billion). leaving a 
deficit of 2.3 trillion pounds 
(SI .5 billion). 

The 1 997 draft budget forecast 
a one per cent drop in spending 
and 16 per cent increase in rev- 


enues. That would bring the 
deficit to 37 per cent, close to 
1 9% forecast figures which the 
government has been unable to 
meet. In the fiscal year from Jan- 
uary to December 19%. the 
deficit soared to about 51 per 
cent 



Maj or Currencies & 


US Dollar 

- 

DE Mark ‘ 

0.6089 

GB Slcrlling 

1.6208 

v . CH Franc 

0.7020 

JP Yen 

0.0082 

CA Dullar 

0.7434 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

NL Guilder 

0.5421 

FR franc 

0.1804 

Energy 


Brent 

23.70 

23.25 

W. -Texas 

24.45 

23.85 

Bony 

23.70 

23.25 

Dubai. 

20.37 

20.27 

UL Gas 

210.00 

210.00 


1.6424 

2 .6 GOO 
115.22 
1.3470 
1.2257 
1.0182 
89.00 
0.2963 
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0.6170 

0.3754 

0.4326 

0.5058 

0.4526 

0.3823 

0.3342 

0.1113 


1.4245 

0.8674 

23096 

1.1 678 
1.0675 
0.0883 
77J12 
25.6991 


121.86 

74.25 

197.57 

85.51 

1.10 

1323.63 

66.01 

21.98 


1.3451 

0.B187 

2.1801 

0.9436 

.1.1032 

0.8340 

0.7289 

0.2427 


1611.80 

980.71 

2611.92 

1130.40 

13.21 

1194.00 

873.16 

33.28 


1.8446 

I. 1232 
2.9897 
129.37 
151.27 
1.3768 

II. 44 

33.2800 


5.5420 

3.3738 

8.9825 

3.8878 

4.5411 

4.1345 

3.4358 

3.0026 


Currencies 
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SA Rival 

0.2667 

0.4383 

0.16455 

0.36018 

32.5478 

AE Dirham 

0.2724 

0.44759 

0.16809 

0.35836 

33.2491 

K\Y Dinar 

3.3113 

5.4407 

2.0429 

4.71921 

404.04 

BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.3573 

1.63666 

3.78072 

323.729 

C'Y Putin d 

2.0225 

3.3218 

1.2473 

2.SC11 

246.462 


Metal Prices 


Gold (oi’s) 

350.5 

351 

- Silver (cnS) 

4.91 

4.93 

Platinum | 

354.75 

355.75 

A L (3 Month*) 

1612.5 

1613 

CU(J Mont In) | 

2183 

2184 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1123 

1125 

Lead (3 Months), 

668 

670 

Ni p Month*) 

7160 

7170 
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USD 

5.28 

5.59 

5.51 

5.63 

5.73 

GBP 

6.10 

6.23 

6.56 

6.37 

6.70 

JPY 

0.38 

0.41 

0.50 

0.35 

0.56 

DEM 

3.07 

3.06 

3.06 

3.10 

3.12 • 

FRF 

3.22 

3.22 

3.25 

3.25 

3.27 

CUF 

1.68 

1.68 

1.62 

1.02 

1.75 

ITL 

7.44 

7.25 

6.96 

6,71 

6.60 
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Coffee (t/ibs) 

143.5 

Spot 

Cocoa (S/lun) 

1331 

Sput 

Suj:ar (S/tnn) 

301 

Sjhll 

Wheat (S/ton) 

131 

Spur 

Soya fc/l bn) 

22.66 

Spui 

Tea 

115 

Sput 

Barley (S/bsh) 

2.19 

Sput 

Rice (S/tnn) 

470 

Spot 




grail! 

US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Sleriling 

1.1409 

1.1466 

1)E Mark 

0.4276 

0.4297 

Cll Franc 

0JJ932 

0.4957 

FR Franc 

0.1268 

0.1274 

JP Yen 

0.5764 

0.5793 

ML Guilder 

0.3007 

0.3826 

IT Lira 

0.4358 

0.438 


Suurce: Central Bank of Jordan. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 Culinary maven 

5 Address to an 
unknown 

8 Clobbered, old 
style 

13 — Alto, CA 

14 The fourth man 

15 Track official 

16 Stew pot 

17 Pavlova's knee- 
bend 

18 Cordial flavoring 

19 Bar snacks 

22 Kin of aves. 

23 Obnoxious 

24 Snake 

28 Conscription 
agey. 

29 Diamond 
protector 

33 Buzzers, e.g. 

35 Boy king 

36 In addition 

37 Hot stuff 

41 Mel of baseball 

42 Roofer's supply 

43 Spreads rumors 

44 Part of R & R 

46 Attempt 

47 ‘ — entertain 
you" 

48 Word with time 
or turn 

50 Culbertson of 
bridge fame 

52 Little girl's 
makeup? 

58 Spasms of pain 

59 Go — (get 
cracking) 

60 Part of n.b. 

62 Heading 

63 Cetaceans 

64 Poker variety 

65 Bitter drug 

66 Deserter 

67 Whoop 

DOWN 

1 Ensign’s 
underling: abbr. 

2 Painter Frans 

3 Memorable 
Fitzgerald 

4 Paddock 
newcomer 



by Gerald R. Ferguson 


5 Certain card 
combinations 

6 On one's toes 

7 Heartens 

8 Position 

9 Stately dance 

10 Leave out 

11 — Trueheart 

12 Previous to 
14 Hastened 

20 Disney's Lady 

21 "Emma" author 

24 Officer 

25 Winged 

26 Brewing 
ingredients 

27 Bikini part 

28 Tale 

30 Alamogordo 
event 

31 Composer Ned 

32 Sheriffs group 
34 Dog 

38 Writer’s voice 

39 Coral, e.g. 

40 Kind of chart 
45 Kind of switch 
49 Florists' items 
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ROSA 


QQBD 


O T E R 
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AM 


IEIR 
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50 A decree 

51 D-Day ships: 
abbr. 

52 Spanker, e.g. 

53 Golden rule 
word 


54 Nick's wife 
55—500 

56 Reactor part 

57 Latin catchall 

58 Sch. gp. 

61 Saddler’s tool 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Show more affection for 
those who mean a great deal 
to you today and thereby you 
can receive plenty of praise 
and recognition. It is not a 
idea to try to force your opin- 
ions on anyone. Formulate a 
good plan first. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Morning is the best time 
today to solve a troubling 
family mailer and thereby 
gain the support of your 
loved ones. Don’t let a friend 
hurt your feelings with com- 
ments which are unintention- 
al. You can entertain guests 
tonight. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Don’t be annoyed by 
gossip or criticism today 
which should be ignored. If 
you are going on a trip later 
this evening, leave early since 
heavy traffic will annoy you. 
There will be happiness in 
the comfort of your loved 
ones. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Get a 
financial difficulty settled 


HOROSCOPE 
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early today, so that you can 
make business affairs more 
successful. You’ll feel con- 
fused and distracted later this 
evening, however, keep a 
cool head. Look around your 
home for possible-repairs. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
A charming attitude tins 
morning will get you some 
favours you need from those 
in authority and thereby 
make your career more suc- 
cessful It would be most 
unwise to criticise a close 
friend later this afternoon, so 
get some rest. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Sep- 
tember 22) Don’t let your 
happiness over a private mat- 
ter today prevent you from 
handling outside duties. Take 
no unnecessary risks with 
your career activities and 
thereby avoiding any difficul- 
ty. Avoid hurling your mate’s 
feelings. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 


October 22) An eariy morn- 
ing surprise today will please 
you, however, your mood 
could be brought down by 
friends who are overly criti- 
cal Postpone those social 
-^engageinent — later this' 

-everting, relax and get some 
rest for the days ahead. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) The morning 
is foe best time today to ask 
for favour from a superior. 
Handle a credit matter in a 
most precise and businesslike 
manner and thereby gain 
much recognition. Don’t 
lose your temper lata: this 
even ing. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
Reply favourably today to a 
letter from afar and you can 
become quite successful. 
Later tins evening, continue 
operating sensibly, and make 
no changes in your routine. 
Postpone that little trip until a 


later time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 
22 to January 20) Settle an 
outstanding account today, 
and show those you deal with 
that you keep your word hon- 
ourably. Should your mate 
feel frantic later tins evening, 
you must remain calm and 
poised in the face of adveisi-;; 
' ty. "• 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Don’t become 
involved today in any 
alliances which you don't 
feel comfortable about is that 
you avoid any difficulties. If 
you must handle any public 
affairs later this evening, 
strike while the iron is still 
hoL 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You can accom- 
plish a great deal today if you 
begin with home improve- 
ments and then move on to 
outside matters. Stay at home 
later this evening with your 
loved ones and thereby you 
can be happy in their compa- 
ny. 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 30, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Use your talents 
today to plan some valu- 
able improvements to 
your property which will 
increase its beauty and 
price. Try not to be 
demanding with your 
loved ones, later this 
evening, however, estab- 
lish more harmony there 
instead. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Do some 
research today which will 
help you to become more 
efficient in your career 
activities and get notice by 
those in authority. After 
running around all day, try 
not to drive tonight, since 
this evening is best spent 
at home. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Arrange your 
financial situation today 
so that you can save more 
money for needed recre- 
ation with close friends 
and loved ones, and try to 
be financially helpful to 
your mate. Be considerate 
and kind towards all you 
meet. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21 ) Invite 
some interesting people 
into your home today, 
however, only those who 
you truly like. B** courte- 
ous and kind tow.irds i'ei- 
low associates, and you 
can reap some really big 
rewards for veiir efforts. 
LEO: (July' 22 to Augus 
21) If you would simply 
take the time today to plan 
things out, some intimate 
desires can becoming 
realities. Plan your sched- 
ule later this evening so 
that cocktail time can be 
spent with close friends 
and loved ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) By spend- 
ing just a little more 
money today, .you can 
J * jj-jjain that . /peBSonal aim 
]l quite easily -with the help 
of a family friend. Be gen- 
erous later this evening at 
a group meeting for a 
charity and you can feel 
very peaceful. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Use your 
charm and magnetism 
today to get fine results 
and added prestige in the 
business world. Some 
introductions by a superi- 
or later this evening could 
be rewarding if you han- 
dle the situation correctly. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Get the 
OK of an expert today, or ' 
a new plan could lose you 
a great deal of money and 
prestige. Listen, also, to 
your mate’s advice later 
this evening, and turn pos- 
sible failure into a big suc- 
cessful operation. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 ) 

If you enlist today the aid 
of a good friend, a 
promise can be kept easi- 
ly. Do something later in 
the evening which will 
please your mate even 
though it may bore you 
and thereby avoid any 
confrontation and difficul- 
ty 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Get 
a credit difficulty nicely 
settled today by using tact 
and a little flattery- Get 
some advice from a fellow 
associate later this 
evening which can help 
you get a public project 
moving rapidly in the cor- 
rect direction. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 1 9) Some new 
business methods today 
can help you improve 
profits and shine in die 
eyes of superiors which 
can be quite beneficial. 
Although you feel that a 
trip should be cancelled at 
time, it needn’t be. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20.) Accept and 
invitation today, however, 
only if it includes your 
mate, and have wonderful 
evening together. Be veiy 
careful in any motion dri- 
ving or walking so that 
you avoid any difficult 
nation which could devel- 
op. 

Birthstone of January 
Garnet — Rose Quartz- 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan TimeS/Thursday-Friday , January 30-31, 1997 


Jordan mandates Merrill Lynch as JTC financial advisor 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The gov- 
ernment on Wednesday 
signed a formal agree- 
ment granting an 
international consortium 
the mandate to act as its 
financial advisor in mar- 
keting part of the state 
equity in the Jordan 
Telecommunications 
Company (JTC). 

The agreement entr- 
usted the consortium, 
headed by Merrill Lynch 
, with finding the appro- 
priate framework and 
setting the ground to 
identify a “strategic 
partner” to buy 26 per 
cent of the company's 
equity. 

Post and Telecommu- 


nications Minister Jamal 
Saraireh and Merrill 
Lynch Executive Direc- 
tor of Investment Depar- 
tments, Jeffrey Bennet, 
signed the agreement. 

The formal agreement 
naming the consortium 
as Financial advisor 
completes a maj'or step 
in the moves to privatise 
the JTC which remains 
fully government owned 
but is registered as a 
commercial entity gov- 
erned by the Companies 
Law with a JD 250 mil- 
lion paid-up capital. 

The consortium, which 
will be given $1 million 
service fee,” will 


as 


also be closely involved 
in the actual sale of the 
equity and earn a per- 
centage of the proceeds 


as “success fee.” 

The consortium, which 
includes the Export and 
Finance Bank of Jordan 
and Booz Allen and 
Hamilton of the U.S., 
won the mandate from 
among 19 offers submit- 
ted by international 
banking and investment 
groups. 

The JTC, the successor 
of the state-owned 
Telecommunications 
Corporation, will be pri- 
vatised in two stages: In 
the first stage, the 
“strategic partner” will 
be brought in and, in the 
second stage, the rest of 
the state equity in the 
company will be offered 
through local, regional 
and international sub- 
scription. A part of the 


equity will be given to 
JTC employees. 

The selection process 
of the financial advisor 
was done with help from 
international experts and 
with the close involve- 
ment of the World Bank. 

The next step in the 
privatisation of the JTC 
is an evaluation of the 
company in all its 
aspects before placing it 
under suitable condi- 
tions for the “strategic 
partner” to come in. 

This would email a 
close study of the actual 
assets and other finan- 
cial aspects of the JTC, 
including cash flow and 
other relevant details, 
before inviting bids 
from international 
groups closely involved 


in 


global communica- 
tions as the “strategic 
partner.” 

“We accepted the offer 
from among a total of 17 
in a very’ transparent 
process that involved the 
Audit Bureau, the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
and other concerned 
institutions” said Mr. 
Saraireh, adding that the 
Merrill Lynch offer was 
the lowest. 

The rationale behind 
the “success fee,” he 
explained early this 
month, was that it was a 
strong incentive for the 
consultant group to ger 
the optimum price for 
the equity because it 
would get a percentage 
of the amount. 

The financial advisor 


for 

the 

he 


will conduct an evalua-l 
tion of the actual worth) 
of the company in terms 
of assets, liabilities, 
returns on investment, 
etc. before drawing up 
tender documents 
bidders to become 
"strategic partner,” 
said. 

This process is expect- 
ed to be complete byj 
July, with the final 
acceptance of a bidder 
before the end of the 
year. 

The proceeds from the 
sale of JTC equity will 
be deposited in a special 
account with the Centra! 
Bank of Jordan and will 
be allocated for develop- 
ment projects. 



Prices of bank shares may drop 
on large supply of new issues 


** EIGHT JORDANIAN banks have to issue 
74.4 million shares this year to raise their com- 
bined capital from JDS7.5S million to JD162 
million in accordance with Central Bank regula- 
tions that require all banks in Jordan to have a 
minimum capital of JD20 million each by the 
end of 1997. 

Four banks should have raised their capital to 
the JD20 million as required by the end of 1 996 
but only one. the Union Bank for Saving and 


Investment, completed the requirement by rais- 


in® its capital from JDI1 million to the’ JD20 
million level. 


Approval was given by the Central Bank and 
the general assembly of the Amman Bank for 
Investment (ABI) to restructure the capital and 
issue 15 million new shares to bring ABI’s capi- 
tal to JD20 million but so far no information has 
emerged on the results of the process for raising 
the capital. 

Two other banks, the Philadelphia Investment 
Bank and the Middle East Investment Bank, did 
not issue new shares in 1996 as required 
■although a decision "by their management were 
taken to raise the capital of each to JD20 million. 
As Such, they are obliged to issue new shares 
this year in addition to the aforementioned eight 
banks. 

The Arab Bank, the Housing Bank, the Jordan 
Gulf and the Export and Finance Bank are not 
affected by the Central Bank requirement as 
their capitals were JD44 million, JD25 million, 
JD20 million and JD20 million respectively at 
the end of 1996. 

Although not all the increases will be by offer- 


ing shares to the public, as banks plan to capi- 
talise pan of their reserves, analysts expect 


about 100 million shares to be added to the mar- 
ket. As such, dealers at the stock exchange 
(Amman Financial Market) predict that bank 
shares will be negatively affected and that their 
prices will retreat due to the large supply amid 
the liquidity problem that prevails at the stock 
market (A1 Aswaq). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“I didn’t get to the store yesterday. 
Would you rather have ketchup 
in your coffee or mustard?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hanrl Arnold and Mlko AiyWon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo torm 
four ordinary words. 


POSOT 

T 




nWUnlMlbMCMK 


n 

rm 

CH 


n 

r 


r ^ 



JOACLE 


□ 

c 

Hj 



WHAT IT TOOK 
FOR THE SHY 

guitarist TO per- 
form IN PERSON. 


KLUBEC 



ID 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hero : 


'feslerday's 


(Answers tomorrow} 

jumbles: ELUDE SPURN MOTIVE CANKER 
Answer Wha the New Y&art; Eve revelers considered 
the tipsy singer - A NOISE-MAKER 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS . 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSK CHAN. 
I-P -. "t 

261.000 

05.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.0 

1.37 

2 

40 

10230 

265.50 

.'si. 50 

1.210 

.380 

HID. EAST INV.BK. 

74.9 

0.00 

7 

b 300 

7198 

1.15 

i.ii .<•■ 

2.100 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DBV.BK. 

5.3 

e.oo 

H 

650 

1514 

2.30 

2.3. .' 

2.950 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

19.7 

0.00 

U 

18980 

51275 

2.71 

2.7^ .0' 

1.090 

.880 

JOR. GULF BANK 

5.7 

7.29 

5 

20750 

19930 

.9"» 

.96 . i 

4. ISO 

3.480 

JOR- ISLAMIC BANK 

18.0 

0.0C' 

10 

J450 

129&6 

3.76 

3.75 . ■: 

3-800 

2.000 

JOR. 1NV. FIN. BANK 

19.4 

0.00 


200 

718 

3.60 

J.59 .y. 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 

194. B9 ■" CHG : 

-0.01 

38 

50370 

103810 




1.830 

1.450 

JOR- ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.0 

7.55 

18 

24950 

39o7l 

1-59 

1.59 

- 

9.250 

7.800 

JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 

17.7 

1.99 

1 

30000 

247500 

e.25 

9.25 

- 

1.560 

1.280 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

9.8 

6.07 

1 

l J0O 

4950 

1.43 

! . 50 


2. BOO 

2.090 

SKIPPING LINES 

10.4 

B. 11 

4 

4250 

I04M 

2.50 

2.46 

.!■■■ 

1.600 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

<3 

3. CO 

12 

3470 

•»’« 

1-19 

i.:c 


1.060 

.580 

JORDAN ZN7L.TRAD. 

3o. a 

U.00 

1 

600 

SCO 

.62 

.10 


3.720 

3.130 

ARAB INTL. INV.EDUC. 

14.0 

5.65 

t> 

I “00 

5609 

3.6: 

3.54 

.Jti 

2.2SO 

1.690 

UNIFIED CC. 

:: .0 

4.76 

26 

12850 

26857 

2.10 

2.09 

. ■" 1 

1.200 

.820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

2 

3000 

1 680 

.84 

.M4 



SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 111. 

81 =CHG: 

-0.63 


0 3220 

34212! 




3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.6 

2.92 

22 

J0470 

: 04203 

3.42 

3.41 


6.000 

4.950 

ARAB POTASS CO. 

17.6 

3.45 

*6 

400 

2324 

5.94 

6.50 

. " 4 

10.400 

8.720 

JOR- PETROL. REFIN ARY 

<0.0 

8.11 

6 

7 60 

7511 

9.90 

9.57 

. J 

3.560 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGR. 

34.0 

O.UO 

4 

950 

2380 

2.55 

2.63 


7.950 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

8.9 

3.60 

- 

1500 

J0425 

6.95 

6. ,,e 


4.580 

3.040 

ARAB PHARH. MANF. 

19.9 

5.52 

- 

* 

1200 

4340 

3.61 

?.<i2 


7.350 

4.250 

DAR ALDAWA DV.IMV. 

12.6 

4.35 

5 

1250 

5750 

4.62 

4.6T 

. . 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK S POULTRY 

9 

o.oc 

la 

285CC 

I7-.0C 

.61 

. 


1.440 

1.060 

ARAP PAPER CONV.TRC. 

B.2 

3.63 

7 

3100 

3’OJ 

: . 

2 . . 


1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9.8 

9.09 

16 

» 950 

4>.0Q 

.67 



1.540 

.930 

INTERMED . PETRO. CHEM. ■ 

9 

0.00 

11 

6liC 

6*>4 / 

:.06 


. J 

1.150 

.780 

JOR. ROCKWOOL 1NDS. 

P 

0.00 

4 

2 200 

943 

.90 


. •: 

3.730 

J 130 

NATL. CABLE WIRZ.MFAC 

14.3 

0.00 

3 

1O0CO 

70500 

. .3! 

2 . 


1.~<iU 

-c.70 

JOR. S (JLPKO - CHEM 


O.UO 

1 

•bJ 

eOC 

.82 



1.670 

1.080 

ARAB PHARK-CHEM. 

26.6 

0.00 

12 

5250 

7405 

1.42 



3.120 

1.440 

DNIV. MODN-INDS. 

5. . 

11.90 

3 

900 

hi: 

i .68 

: .* 


1.930 

1.140 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

:6.4 

0.00 

7 

2850 

37 Jvl 

..31 



1.340 

.840 

JOR. SEW CABLE CO. 

25.0 

0.00 

32 

30050 

2 7d06 

- 9 J 

. ■. 


.1-380.. 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

29.6 

0.00 

12 

*3850 

299B5 

1.26 

. .. ■ 


*■ 1.540 ‘ 

.930 

UNION CR. £ VEG- 

24.6 

0.00 

5 

•2350 

2 JdO 

J.00 

.. . 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS. . INDEX: 115. 

72’ ’ CHG 1 

-0.'27 ' 

P6 

: 7JJ4 "iil 

313629 


•i • 



GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 153.16 CHC: -0.15 


265 


311020 


759bu0 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PPIi'E M ST EOR well HNS PAY . J. ■ ; 


.BOO 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 


■ I'V 

9m. 

\ *. ■ 

l' z 



1.550 

1.050 

ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 

; ■ 3 

2. 0-. 

! 


. 

. 4 


. B90 

.700 

UNION INV. 50' 

» 5 . . • 

: . i'r 


.S' 




.950 

.370 

ARAE FIN. INVEST . 



'# 

i ‘ 

. '• " 


• i 

-950 

.670 

AL-DAWLTYAH 75' 


2.1' 

4 

\ •» 

. ■; 



.640 

.270 

JOR . '. NDS . MATCH - JEM CO 

• 1 


* 

1 

: i 



.600 

.510 

ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 

£ 

ll‘ 



4i ; • 



1.690 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

jj 

3., 

» 


*4 1 


t 

.690 

.450 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

7 

D.O-i 

2 



re 

. i 

.660 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

7 

J.00 

• 

. "i. 1 1 

. ik • 

.^4 

. : 

.920 

.400 

N ATL . MU IT . ENC . N AMI CO 


c.:- 

J. 

; - 

- .»>' 


. • 

.740 

.430 

NAY Z AX DIES I MOULDS 

E 

, .. . 

A 


vi • 

. - •. 


.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

£ 

c!r< » 

k 

.. 

. • 

. # 


.760 

.620 

MIDEAST PtiARM. 7 5' 

S 

a. oo 


.■> ■ 

7 1 

■ 1 


1.330 

1.020 

UNION TOBACCO 75 ‘ 

E 

C. 00 

•4 

•: »• 

4*« 

. . .’i 


.770 

.570 

RAZZ PBARM. 65' 

E 

C.33 

* 


*5 . 



.760 

.330 

INDS. ENG. 

27. 2 

'..Cl ■ 

1 *- 

■ n 

•.» . 

4 

. . 

.800 

.580 

PEARL S-Vi. P. COOT. 

»■ 

■J-i-. 1 

» 

' ■ 




.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

e 

'1. in. 

A 





-950 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

n . •' 

2.J- 

* * 






GRAND TOTAL 


N : Listed during the past IJ months 
P : P/3 ratio is 100 or snore 
g : Negative P/E 

E : Earning is :ero or N/A lor the moat re.. 



West Bank to get 
first luxury hotel 


RAM ALL AH. West Bank 
(AFP) — Palestinian 
investors backed by 
international financial 
organisations will begin 
construction here soon of 
the West Bank's first luxury 
hotel, it was reported 
Wednesday. 

The Ramallah Park Plaza 
— with 220 rooms, an 800- 
seat conference centre, 
sports facilities and 
gourmet restaurants — is 
slated to open in May 1999. 
coincidently the deadline 
for reaching a final peace 
settlement between Pales- 
tinians and Israelis, the 
local A1 Ayyam newspaper 

reported. 

Nasser Abdulhad. direc- 
tor of the Arab Hotels Com- 
pany, which is financing the 
project with help from the 
European Investment Bank 
and the Development Bank 


of Holland, put the total 
cost of the project at S26 
million. 

“It will run by the Park 
Plaza management compa- 
ny. which currently man- 
ages some 200 hotels 
around the world," he told 
the newspaper. 

Ramallah, considered the 
banking capital of the 
Palestinian territories, has 
been run by Yasser Arafat’s 
self-rule authority since 
December 1995. 

Mr. Abdulhad said exca- 
vations for the hotel, to be 
situated on a hilltop with a 
view of occupied Jerusalem 
10 kilometres away, would 
begin in coming days. 

the only other luxury 
hotel in the Palestinian ter- 
ritories is the Windmill, 
which opened late last year 
on the Ga 2 a Citv seafront . 


Ajman to build 
major tourist resort 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
A tiny Gulf emirate is 
planning to build a fun 
city ancl other tourist 
facilities in a drive to 
attract more visitors 
and develop its econo- 
my, the emirate has 
said . 

The project in Ajman. 
to cost around two bil- 
lion dirhams ($544 
million), includes a 
hotel, apartments, a fun 
city, parks, and shops, 
said Sheikh Ammar lbn 
Humaid A1 Nuaimai. 
the crown prince of the 
emirate. 

“We have received 
bids from international 
companies for the pro- 
ject. It will be financed 


jointly by the govern- 


ment and the private 
sector and some firms 


have already showed 
interest,” he told A1 
Khaleej newspaper. 

Ajman, which has no 
oil, is one of the small- 
est members of the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). with a popula- 
tion of around 50,000 
and gross domestic 
product of nearly two 
billion dirhams (S544 
million) in 1995. 

Sheikh Ammar said 
Ajman had rejected 
offers by international 
firms to build an oil 
refinery in the norther 
emirate because “it is a 
small emirate and we 
do not want projects 
that will affect its envi- 
ronment.” 


Companies clamour for slots 
in UAE airport free zone 


DUBAI (AFP) — U.S. 
companies Boeing and 
IBM are among more than 
200 foreign firms which 
have asked to set up busi- 
ness in a free-rrade zone 
opening later this year at 
Dubai International Air- 
port, officials have said. 

The U.S. aircraft manu- 
facturer and computer 
company want to use the 
zone as a spare-parts sup- 
ply centre. Mohieddine 
lbn Hindi, director gener- 
al of Dubai Civil Avia- 
tion, told A1 Khaleej 
newspaper. 

The German automobile 
firms Audi and Porsche 
also want to set up in the 


zone which will cover 
almost two million square 
meters when it begins 
operating at the end of the 
year. 

Air freight business to 
the former republics of 
the Soviet Union and 
other areas in the region 
has grown sharply. 

Dubai, the trade hub of 
the United Arab Emirates, 
already has a free-trade 
zone in Jebel Ali w'here 
around 900 local and for- 
eign companies have 
invested about S3 billion 
in distribution, manufac- 
turing and other business- 
es. 


!■; orixa. n Marketplace *** J ordan Marketplace 


DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 


Am ra Hotei Shops- 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 beckixxns apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor; 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in A1 Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abc|oun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 > 


STUDIO HAIG 


ProfeMkjmi Quality! in 
1 Hour Service 


Develop your colour film at 
our drop and jet- 


• JUMBO pfetfe 




Bank. Phone 
Swefieh tel: 823691 




-CLEANING SERVICES 

HOVr-Ol-s-lCES. 
PUBLIC PLACES 


-maintenance services 

HEATING SYSTEMS* 
PLUMBING 


-EOR RENT: 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
FT. A ! 5. i FI. RN LSHEDi 
UNFURNISHED 





FOR RENT 


DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 

REAL ESTATE 



\fe3 fia+uamd* 


Teppanyoki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


III : 699369 
I AX : 704414 




CROWM HCra. 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 


-SAUNA. JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 


-FITNESS ROOM 


-TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 



TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




EAL ESTATE 


FOR 

RENT 


Deluxe Vi lifts 
■ C- 

Apparirr.cnis 
in Amman 


Fbr details please oall 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


TO RDUERIISE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
EKt. 223 


PIZZA GRANDEl 

Tte f\cal tteliai) Taste j 

(jourmtt piZZfl , J 

We use tye u&y beet ijpt&ifr 'i 


STJJFFED P\71A*.\ 

U Torn (CMcaoo Stria] 


(Chicago Strial 

t PAN PIZZA 

iTWB-srTbfek&wt] 

(TAUAM SANDWICHES 
fate* Bui . Ilrcfolb. 3 f| 1 j 

Ita Urn Tima By Ttw II* CMrra 

AMdte - AM* 

Sicantore 

TeL 688 471 Ext. 32 









Alpine skiing 

Sykora seeks revenge 


SCHLADMING. Austria (R) — 

Thomas Sykora, the dominant figure 
in men's slalom this season, says he 
has learned his lesson from his disap- 
pointing seventh plat last Sunday 
and is ready to win again oh 
Thursday. 

Sunday's World Cu., slalom in 
Kitzbuehel saw Sykora’ fail to make 
the podium for the first time in a year 
and the Austrian is determined to 
make amends in Schladming. 

"M_v result in Kitzbuehel was a real 
. punch in the face. But maybe it came 
at the right time, as a warning that I 
am not as invincible as I thought." 
said the 28-year-old Sykora. 

In Kitzbuehel. Sykora was suffering 
from hip pains after a heavy fall dur- 
ing practice but he refused to offer 
the injury as an excuse for his defeat. 

"I made a really terrible mistake at 
the bottom. I simply risked too much. 
It was completely my fault." he said. 

“I would like to congratulate 
(Austria's Mario i Reiter for winning 
Kitzbuehel. He won because he was 
the better skier and not because I was 
injured. But I want revenge in 
Schladming." said Sykora. who has 
won five oTthe seven slaloms staged 
so far and finished second once. 

Victory in Thursday's race, which 
will be' held at night under flood- 
lights in a dress rehearsal for the 
world championship slalom in 
Sestriere. Italy, would give Sykora 
the slalom World Cup, with two races 
still to go. 

Alberto Tomba's participation in 


Schladming is, as ever, the subject of 
debate. The Italian Olympic and 
world champion, recently recovered 
from influenza and injury, may want 
to save his energies for Sestriere. 

Reiter is looking forward to 
Schladming, which he considers 
good practice for the February 16 
championship slalom which will also 
be staged at night. 

Victory in Kitzbuehel came as a 
relief for Reiter, guaranteeing him a 
place in the World Championships, 
which open on Sunday, after a poor 
start to the season due to health prob- 
lems. 

"Before Kitzbuehel I was only the 
fifth-best Austrian and only four can 
participate in Sestriere," said Reiter, 
who is now sure of a place along with 
Sykora and the consistent Thomas 
Stangassinger. 

Austria's fourth championship 

slalom bib will be the subject of a 
fight in Schladming between 

Siegfried Voglreiter and Christian 
Mayer. 

Reigning Olympic slalom champion 
Stangassinger, who this winter has 
finished second three times and third 
twice, was disappointed with fourth 
place in Kitzbuehel. 

Stangassinger will have to finish 
ahead of Sykora in Schladming if he 
wants to keep alive his slim chances 
of winning the slalom World Cup. 


Graf easily wins in Tokyo as Majoli advances 


TOKYO (R) — Steffi Graf 
ended a week of personal 
and sporting losses on 
Wednesday with an easy 
victory over Lisa Raymond 
of the United States in the 
second round of the Pan- 
Pacific women’s open. 

Looking relaxed for the 
first time in days, Graf won 
the hour-long match 6-3, 6- 

Graf, who in the past 
week has been knocked out 
of the Australian Open in 
the fourth round and saw 
her father convicred of tax 
evasion, made her return to 
tennis Tuesday in an exhibi- 
tion doubles match with 
American Pam Shriver, 
which she also won. 

But her game Wednesday 
against Raymond was her 
fust serious competition 
appearance and she showed 
no signs of either the 
injuries which hampered 
her at the Australian Open 
or the personal strain from 
her father Peter Grafs con- 
viction. 

The German did not drop 
her serve once in the indoor 
match on artificial turf. 

A court in Mannheim. 
Germany, last Friday sen- 
tenced Peter Graf to three 
years and nine months in 
jail for evading tax amount- 
ing to 12 million marks 
($7.4 million) on his daugh- 
ter’s earnings. 

Graf, who is under inves- 
tigation herself in the affair. 



Steffi Graf of Germany signs autographs for her Japanese fans after beating U.S. Lisa 
Raymond 6-3 6-2 in the second round match of the Pan-Pacific Open women’s tennis 
tournament in Tokyo. Graf on Wednesday broke her silence about her father’s con- 
viction for tax evasion, saying it was not affecting her play (Reuters photo) 


is the top seed in the Pan- 
Pacific and had a first-round 
bye in the singles of the 
$926,000 event. 

Majoli defends title 

Iva Majoli faced tough 
times finding a rhythm to 
match the fast surface of the 
court at the start of her title 


defence at the Toray Pan 
Pacific Open women’s ten- 
nis tournament Wednesday. 

The t9-year-old Croat, 
pitted against Ludmilla 
Varmuzova of San Marino 
in her first match since a 
first-round loss at the 
Australian Open, stormed 
back from 2-5 down in the 
second set, saving two set 


points, before scoring a 6-4, 
7-5 victory over the qualifi- 
er. 

"The first match is always 
the toughest one But it’s 
great to come back as the 
defending champion. 
Hopefully. I can do well 
again this year. It's still a 
long way to go, but I've 
been playing 'some good 


matches here” said Majoli. 

Both Majoli and 
Varmuzova had five break 
chances in the first set, with 
the Croat converting twice 
and Varmuzova once. 

Majoli made a forehand 
error four times in a row to 
go down 2-4 in the second 
set and failed to break back 
in the seventh game after 
having five advantage 
points. 

Majoli, however, neveT 
stopped hitting hard and 
staved off Varmuzova’s 
double set points at 15-40 in 
the ninth game, forcing her 
into making errors. She did 
not give another chance to a 
dispirited Varmuzova. 

"I think I gave her a 
chance to start playing bet- 
ter in the second set,” said 
Majoli after ihe 90-minute 
match. 

Majoli’s second-round 
opponent is Japan’s ace Ai 
Sugiyama, the winner over 
Alexia Dechaume-Balleret 
of France Tuesday. 

Amanda Coetzer of South 
Africa, semifinalist at 
Melbourne last week, 
shrugged off a slow start, 
taking eight straight games 
from 0-4 down before beat- 
ing Yayuk Basuki of 
Indonesia 6-4, 6-1. 

Seventh-seeded Irina 
Spirlea of Romania was a 
straight forward 6-3, 6-4 
winner over Elena 
Likhovtseva of Russia. 


'sim. 
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Emirates Telecommunications Corporation - Etisalat 



Job Opportunities in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

Emirates Telecommunications Corporation - Etisalat, the official telecoms administration of the United Arab 
Emirates invites applications from suitably qualified and experienced candidates for the following positions at its 
Computer Department in Abu Dhabi. 

Job #1 : Computer Technical Analyst (Ref. TA/KSA/97) 

Salary: Dhs.1 0,463/= per month including transport allowance. 

Requirements: Graduate in Computer Science with minimum of 7 years experience in network equipment 

of uni; 


maintenance and operation systems management. A good knowledge 
.; <: to various operating systems would be well regarded. 

*«■ ,r - " Job #2: Sr Systems Analyst (Ret SSA/KS A/97) 

Salary: Dhs.1 0,463/= per month including transport allowance, 
ulre merits: Graduate in ComDuter Sci« 


UNIX databases is required and exposure 

.•i . ?■ y ■ 


rements: Graduate in Computer Science or related discipline with a minimum of 7 years experience in 
application software design, development and implementation. The incumbent is expected to lead a team of analysts 
and programmers executing the in-house software development projects. Knowledge of UNIX and INGRES/RDBMS 
is required. Shall be conversant with software project development life cycle, standard and structure design 
methodologies end ebilitv to • ise CASF tonic* Pm; P rt nianninn cnnrH'nqtion and strono intemersonal and supervisory 
skills are essi 

s /*. 

■■—•■■ ■■■ ••• • ■. 

Salary: Dhs ■•.? t-. • 

Requirements: Graduate in Computer Scitr „ mium oi . ,.c-irs ^ ,-z.- . . eloping and maintaining 

complex databases. Familiarity with UNIX NT and sound knowledge of Relational Database technology and 
excellent command of the SQL programming language and operating system. 

Job 54: Computer SysteL-.s . ..vi'r:.' ‘ = CJ. ! - 

Salary: Dhs. 9,028/= per month including transport allowance, 
lull * * 


Banned Lu returns with World Cup win 


GLASGOW (R) — Chinese 
world champion Lu Bin made 
a winning return to competi- 
tion abroad on Tuesday after 
serving a two-year doping 
ban. 

Lu was one of seven 
Chinese swimmers who test- 
ed positive at the October 
1994 Asian Games in 
Hiroshima and were banned 
for two years. 

She trained throughout her 
suspension and .returned, to 
international competition in 
the Beijing leg of the eight- 
venue World Cup series earli- 
er this month- 

She managed just two fifth 
places and one sixth in 
Beijing hui «n Tuesday cele- 

I'U'.ii'd lit her first 


appearance 
■ . rri'ir 

« 'I e. 


-iirope since 
ihe 1994 
in 


Lu, 20 earlier this month, 
won the 50 metres backstroke 
in 28.74 seconds, seizing the 
lead with a long underwater 
start and holding off French 
challenger Anne-Francoise 
Glarre on the return length of 
Glasgow’s new ToUcross 
Park pooL 

Lu had earlier failed to 
make the final of the 200 
metres backstroke but back- 
stroke is not her speciality and 
she, is using.it to feel henway 
back into competition before 
resuming her main events. 

Lu made a spectacular 
Marie in the 1994 Wodd 
Championships as a 17-year- 
okL winning the 200 individ- 
ual medley, sharing in two 
Chinese relay victories and 
taking silver medals in the 
100 and 200 freestyle. 

!; Asian Games in 
Hiroshima a month later she 


obliterated the 200 individual 
medley world record but the 
time was annulled after the 
positive dope test. 

She has always denied tak- 
ing drugs and suggests her 
sample might have been tam- 
pered with. “One thing is for 
sure. I never took any drugs.” 
she said, her words translated 
by a Chinese team official, 
after Tuesday’s victory. 


“I’d like to show that I have 
this ability to give good per- 
formance in competition. I 
want to show I had something 
in my mind to keep training 
very hard for the last two 
years.” 

Lu was one of three 
Chinese winners on the first 
day of the two-day meeting, 
fifth leg of die World Cup 
series in 25-metre pools. 


neHuiieuiciiia. varaauaie iri uurnpuier science or related aiscipune witn a minimum ot years expenence in 
application software development. The incumbent will be a member of the development team for the Management 
Information Systems. Knowledge of UNIX, RDBMS and experience in developing Management Information Systems 
are essential. Experience in OLAP and multi-dimensional databases is an added advantage. 

Job #5: Analyst/Programmer (Ref. AP/MIS/KSA/97) 

Salary: Dhs. 5,597/= per month including transport allowance. 

Requirements: Graduate in Computer Science or related discipline with a minimum of 3 years experience in 
developing business applications. The incumbent is expected to be familiar with software development life cycle 
and shall possess skills In application design, preparing program specifications, cocfing/documentation and testing. 
Knowledge of UNIX, RDBMS and experience in developing Management Information Systems are essential. 
Experience in OLAP and multi-dimensional databases is an added advantage. 

Job #6: Analyst/Programmer (Ref. AP/KSA/97) 

Salary: Dhs. 5.597/= per month including transport allowance. 

Requirements: Graduate in Computer Science or related discipline with a minimum of 4 years experience in 
developing - business applications using RDBMS and SQL (preferably INGRES). The incumbent is expected to be 
familjar with software development life cycle and shall possess skills in Application design, preparing program 
specifications, coding/docu mentation and testing. A thorough knowledge of 4GL and C languages Is essential. Shall 
have the ability to use Case tools and standard structured design methodologies. Experience in developing GUI 
based front-end systems would be an advantage. 

Job #7: Chief Supervisor Personalisation Centre (Ref. CSPC/KSA/97) 

Salary: Dhs. 4.708/= per month including transport allowance. 

Requirements: Degree in Computer Science or equivalent qualification with a minimum of 3 years experience in 
programming using C++ language and in Relational Database Management Systems (RDBMS) preferably INGRES. 
Sound knowledge of C++ programming and good command of UNIX - preferably SUN SOLARIS 2X. To develop and 
maintain the programs and operational procedures for the personalisation of GSM (Hardware & Software). 

Other Benefits: 

Positions Nos. 1 to 4 provide; 


LET 

A ground floor apartment with a separate 
entrance (furnished or unfurnished) is available 
for rent. Area 300 sq. metres. The apartment, 
part of a building of two floors only, consists of: 
3 bedrooms, maid's room, 4 bathrooms, sitting 
room, living room, dining room and well-equipped 
kitchen, 3 verandas telephone, garden and a 
garage. 

For more details please contact owner on 
Tel: 642895 

between 8-10 a.m. & 1-5 p.m. 


JOB VACANCY ’ 

A non-profit organisation is seeking to recruit bright 
young entrepreneur with lots of energy forenior 
management position: 

Responsibilities: Lead, plan, organise, design, 
manage and control all phases of the organisation 
and its development into a sustainable microfinance 
institution. 

Qualifications: Bachelor degree in analytical field, 
MBA strongly preferred; ability to train and manage 
team; experience in Community Development and 
prior management experience preferred but not 
required; knowledge of computers; excellent 
interpersonal and analytical skills; and demonstrable 
business skills required. Fluency in English and 
Arabic also required. 

If interested, please send your CV to 
Fax 612902 


Free furnished accommodation, 44 days annual leave, air tickets for employee 
and eligible dependents, educational assistance and terminal gratuity. 

Furnished family accommodation, 36 days annual leave, air tickets for employee 
and eligible dependents and terminal gratuity. 

All Etisalat staff are covered under Group Medical Insurance Scheme. 

Interested candidates should apply with detailed C.V. and a recent passport size photograph giving telephone & fax 


Positions Nos. 5 to 7 provide; 


nos. within 10 days from the date of this advertisement mentioning job reference on the application and envelope, to: 

The Senior Recruitment Officer 
P.O. Box 3838, 

Abu Dhabi, UAE. 

Advance copy may be faxed to (+971-2) 214 555/317 000 


MERCEDES FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 

1. 200E, 93. Bomite, automatic transmission, 

sunroof, power windows, powerlock, Baker 
stereo 

2. 200 E, 93, Almendine Red, Air-condition, 
Cruise control, power windows, powerlock. 

Plus other options 

Both cars in very good condition 

Call: 079/29477 or 815381, Mazen 


WANTED 
A YOUNG UNIVERSITY 


► j. 


A foreign international company is looking to employ a 
young university graduate, age around 23 years, fluent in 
as many languages as possible, however, fluency In 
Arabic and English is a musL The successful candidate 
shall be trained by the company to become an 
international trader. Location shall be probably in Amman, 
but training shall take place abroad. 

Applicants shall send a curriculum vitae with a phone 
number to toe following address: 

P.O.Box 815409, Amman 11180 



TENDER FOR PURCHASE OF COWS 
Cooperative Society 
For Cattle Breeders — Zarqa 

The Cooperative Soriety for the Cattle Breeders in Zaiqa announces the 
tender to buy 500 pregnant baiters to produce milk provided its origin is from 
a single country of Holstein Frisian kind (black and white} In accordance with 
Ihe conditions and specifications mentioned m the lender. 

Payment By equal 12 monthly Instalment mWmin. 

Interested people can visit the society offices to obtain a copy of the free 
tender. 

The deadline for accepting lenders February 15,1997. 

N.B. Advertisement fees *oiAJ be borne by whoever wins the lender. 

Address: Tel: 914616, 914617, 914615, Fax: 914095 

Management Committee Secretary 
Sabri AFAmuri 


Jordan Investment Corporation 
(JIC) 

announces to sell its (40,000) shares in the Jordan 
Tobacco and Cigarettes Company. 

Z e ^ reare I °?“ estod t0 submit their 
offers with the following conditions. 

* Sealed envelop application. 

shares™™ nUmber of shares t0 bu V is 10,000 

— - — » 

Satldf y ! r | 2 % 0 b Uld 1 997 SUbmitted bef ° re 12 n00n 
For further mformation, please contact JIC, 
-i® 1 *?! Am ")an, 7th Circle, 

T J vuhmj* r lrec £ r General 

Tel. 816181/5 Fax: 81 sais Amman 


TEL634144 ~ CINEMA TEL634144 ’\/" CINEMA TEL:699238 y 

PLflZfl I 


^ Y CINEMA v 

* PHILADELPHIA “1 ” A PHILADELPHIA “ 2 ” 


^CINEMA 


Eddie Murphy & 
Angela Bassett ..... in 

VAMPIRE IN 
BROOKLYN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
V , 


Michael Douglas & 
Annett Benning... in 

THE AMERICAN 
PRESIDENT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

^ 


Keanu Reeves & 
Dofph Lundgren...in 

Johnny Mnemonic 

Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL:677420 

CONCORD 



CONCORD “1” 

SEVEN 

Shows: 12:15, 2:15, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


A A A tnt 


CONCORD “2” 

Coming Soon... “Custom made 
Citizen” 

The satirical play starring Mousa Hljazin 


Nabii & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


The theatre opens on the 
Ramadan Holiday 

with the new play entitled 

Aman.. Ya Ho 






iay, January 30-3 X 
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Sports 




Raptors win by biggest 
margin in club history 


TORONTO (R) — Toronto 
Raptors coach Darrel] 
Walker just hopes it’s for 
red. 

Doug Christie scored 17 
of his career-high 33 points 
in 1 rhe first quarter and 
fuelled a pair of first-half 
bursts that gave the second- 
year Raptors the biggest 
victory in franchise history. 
120-84 over the Portland 
Trail Blazers Tuesday. 

Walt Williams added 24 
points and rookie Marcus 
Camby 18 for the raptors. 

Continental Basketball 
Association signee Reggie 
Slater scored 15 points "and 
Damon Stoudamire added 
11 and 13 assists for the 
Raptors. Clifford Rozier, 
another CBA signee, got 13 
rebounds. 

‘^The guys played well. 
Ttje whole team played 
great,” Toronro coach 
Darrell Walker said. 
“Reggie Slater played great. 
He gave us a presence in the 
post. 

*T hope it’s for real. We 
shot the ball, we rebounded. 
That's what I've been say- 
ing all year. If we do those 
things, we’ve got a chance.” 

The 36-point margin dou- 
bled Toronto’s previous best 
of 18 points, accomplished 
twice last season. 

tn Vancouver, Michael 
Jordan scored 28 points and 
Scottie Pippen added 24 as 
the Chicago Bulls won their 
fourth straight with a 1 1 !- 
96 rout of the Grizzlies, a 
njatchup that featured the 
league’s best and worst 
teams. 

Chicago l38-5) improved 
its league-best road record 
to 17-4. Biyant Reeves had 
18 poults and 12 rebounds 
to lead Vancouver (8-38). 
which fell to 6-20 at home. 

At Indiana. Glen Rice 
scored 30 points and Vlade 
Divac added 14 points, 11 
rebounds and six assists as 
■the Charlene Hornets 
bounced back from their 
""worst-loss of t he-se ason to 
I defeat the Pacers 98r27^ - 
I Rice, who had a streak W 
30-point games snapped at 


five in a 106-73 loss to the 
Cavaliers Saturday, sealed 
the win by grabbing a key 
rebound and hitting a pair of 
free throws in the final four 
seconds. 

Reggie Miller scored 26 
points for Indiana, which 
has dropped three straight. 

In New York, Chris 
Childs’s only basket of the 
game, a three-pointer with 
8.4 seconds to play, lifted 
the Knicks to their 1 8th 
straight victory over the 
Boston Celtics, 109-107. 

Antoine Walker had 27 
points and 16 rebounds but 
Celtics guard Todd Day 
missed a three-pointer at the 
buzzer as Boston fell to a 
league- worst 1-16 on the 
road and 0-12 against divi- 
sional foes. 

Allan Houston had 25 
points and Charles Oakley 
added 20 and 14 rebounds 
as the Knicks won their 15th 
straight home game. New 
York has nor Josi to Boston 
at Madison Square Garden 
since January 10, 1993. 

At Utah, Karl MaJone had 

25 points and 13 rebounds 
and Jeff Homacek scored 27 
points to lead the Jazz to 
their fourth straight victory, 
114-99 over the Denver 
Nuggets. 

The Jazz have won seven 
straight home games and all 
three meetings with the 
Nuggets this season. 

Laphonso Ellis scored 23 
points and Marie Jackson 
notched his second triple- 
double of the season with 
20 points, 12 assists and 10 
rebounds for the Nuggets. 

In Dallas, Shaquille 
O'Neal scored 31 points 
and grabbed 10 rebounds 
and Nick Van Exel added 19 
points as the Los Angeles 
Lakers beat the short-hand- 
ed Mavericks 102-83. 

Jamal Mashbum scored 

26 points for Dallas, which 
was without leading scorer 
Chris Gatling, suspended 
for one game following a 
dispute with coach Jim 
iCleamons, and guard Sam 
Cassell was sidelined with a 
bruised left thigh. 



Portland Trail Blazers’ guard Kenny Anderson (C) 
splits the defence of Toronto Raptors’ guard Damon 
Stoudamire (L) and forward Marcus Camby fR) during 
first quater NBA action in Toronto (Reuters photo) 


At Minnesota, Kevin 
Gamble scored seven of his 
10 points in the fourth quar- 
ter when the Sacramento 
Kings erased a 12-point 
deficit and rallied for a 91- 
88 victory over die 
Timberwolves, who were 
scoreless in the final three 
minutes. 

Mitch Richmond scored 
28 points for the Kings. 

At Washington, Juwan 
Howard had 26 points and 
10 rebounds and Tracy 
Murray added IS points ofr 
the bench as the Bullets 
broke open a close game 
midway through the third 
quarter and beat the 
Orlando Magic 102-S2. 

Chris Webber recorded 17 
points and 14 rebounds and 
Gheoige Muresan added 12 
and 14, helping the Bullets 
to a 53-37 rebounding edge. 

In Los Angeles, Mookie 
Blaylock scored 34 points 
to lead the Atlanta Hawks to 


their third straight victory, a 
112-96 trouncing of the 
Clippers. 

Los Angeles has lost six of 
its last eight games. 

In Milwaukee. Grant Hill 
recorded 22 points and eight 
rebounds and Lindsey 
Hunter added 17 points as 
the Detroit Pistons won 
their third straight, 93-S4 
over the Bucks. 

Vin Baker got 18 points, 
nine rebounds and seven 
assists for Milwaukee. 

At New Jersey, Terrell 
Brandon scored 18 points 
and Bobby Phills 16 as the 
Cleveland Cavaliers held 
the Nets to their lowest 
point total in NBA franchise 
history, S4-62. 

Cleveland had lost eight 
of its last 10 games. 

Kendall Gill tallied 19 
points for New Jersey, 
which, has dropped three 
straight, five of six and nine 
of 11. 
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In preparation for World Cup qualifiers 

Kingdom’s national soccer 
team leaves for Beirut Friday 


By Aleeu Bannayan 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Kingdom’s national soccer team leave 
for Beirut Friday where they will play the first of two 
friendly matches against the Lebanese national team 
Sunday in preparation for their upcoming World Cup 
qualifiers which start April 8 in Manama, Bahrain. 

Jordan Soccer Federation (JSF) secretary Hisham 
Asfour said the Lebanese team will play in Amman Feb. 
6 before the Kingdom’s team travels to Baghdad for an 
extensive training camp March 9-2S where they will also 
play three matches. 

Mr. Asfour said the other friendlies include two against 
Syria, March 16 in Amman and March 23 in Damascus, 
while the matches against the Omani team will be held in 
Muscat March 8 and 1 1 . 

Jordan had last played the Lebanese team in 1993 los- 
ing 1-0 in Beirut and winning 4-1 in Irbid. 

The JSF had allocated almost JD 66.000 to prepare the 
national team who have been in a training camp in 
Amman for the past month. 

Thirty-six Asian countries will contest the first round 
World Cup qualifiers and have been divided into ten 
groups. 

Jondan will be playing in Group 3 alongside the United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain. 

The top team in each of the 10 groups will qualify’ for 


the second round where the teams will be divided into 
two groups. 

The first two from each group will Then contest the 
Asian finals. 

The first three qualify directly for the 1 998 World Cup 
in France while the winner of a play-off between the 
fourth team and the Oceania Zone winner will also qual- 

ify* 

The Kingdom’s team includes Ahmad Abu Nasouh. 
Mu’taz Risheh, Mohammad Abu Daoud. Yousef 
Ammouri. Amjad Taher. Mohammd Khaz'uli, Isam 
Mahmoud. Abdallah Abu Zame'h, Faisal Ibrahim. 
Hussein Shana.ineh, Abdallah Shiyyab. Ra’fat Ali, Adnan 
Awad, Raed Momani, Bassam Al Khatib , Aref Husein, 
Khaled Yousef, Munir Abu Hantash. Nan Yadaj. Walid 
Abdul Rahman. 

Seven of Al Faisali’s players, currently on leave to take 
part in ther Arab Champion Cup in Morocco next month, 
will not join the national team's match in Beirut. They are 
Ahmad Khalil. Mohannad Mahadin, Jama! Abu Abed, 
Subhi Suleiman. Ja'far Hammd, Hasouneh Sheikh, Jiryes 
Tadros. 

Al Faisali will join Arab Cup champs Morocco’s 
Olympic Khreibkeh, Arab Clubs champions Egypt’s Al 
AhJi, and runner-up Morocco's Al Raja. 

Head coach Mohammad Awad said the seven might join 
the team starting with the matches in Oman. 


Kanchelskis set to move 
from Everton to Fiorentina 


FLORENCE (AFP) — 
Italian Cup holders 
Fiorentina have made a 
six-million pound swoop 
for Everton ’s troubled 
Russian winger Andrei 
Kanchelskis. 

Fiorentina, who claim to 
have Kanchelskis’ agree- 
ment for the move, tabled 
the offer in a fax to the 
Merseyside club. 

Depending on Everton’s 
response, top Italian offi- 
cials will be flying to 
England later on 
Wednesday. Fiorentina 
face a race against time as 
the transfer market here 
closes at midnight on 


Thursday. 

Fiorentina managing 
director Luciano Luna 
said: “Kanchelskis has 

always been one of our 
objectives. On Monday 
night, we made a substan- 
tial offer to Everton. Now 
we’re waiting for an 
answer.” 

But he added: “We hope 
to wrap everything up by 
January 30, so that he can 
start straight away. 
However, we’re also will- 
ing to buy him after 
January 30. He’s of inter- 
est to us for the present 
and for the future. 

“Club president (Vit- 


torio) Cecchi Gori has 
always been willing to 
strengthen the squad so 
that In the future, it can be 

{ •uaranteed of making a 
eap forward in terms of 
quality. 

He went on: “We’ve 
already agreed terms with 
Kanchelskis over salary 
and the length of the con- 
tract” — which is believed 
to be 600,000 pounds net a 
season until 2001, plus 
bonuses. 

Fiorentina coach Claudio 
Ranieri has been 
impressed with the 
Russian winger after 
watching recent tapes of 


him in action. u 

The Italians hope that, 
playing alongside 

Argentine ace Gabriel 
Batistuta. Kanchelskis 
would give them a chanc^ 
of finishing second in the 
Serie A this season and 
earning a place in the 
expanded champions 
league. 

Everton. rocked by 
Saturday's stunning FA 
cup defeat to first division 
stragglers Bradford — 
have lost six matches in a 
tow, with Kanschelskife 
hampered by injury and } 
loss of form. 
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Saddam's wife placed 
under house arrest 


in clan feud — exiles 


Iraq: Iran refuses to give up assailants 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Saddam Hussein has put his 
wife under housearrest after 
she opposed his plan to forgive 
the killers of his twosons-in- 
bw as a way to reunite his 
feuding clan, Iraqi dissidents 
and other sources said 
Wednesday. 

In another development, the 
Iraqi government accused Iran 
of refusing to surrender sus- 
pects in a Dec. 12 attack on 
President Saddams' eldest son 
Uday. 

Since the Gulf war. 
President Saddam's regime 
has increasingly relied on a 
dwindling inner circle of close 
family members. 

According to the dissidents. 
President Saddam wanted to 
arrange for relatives of the 
sons-in-law to forgive the 
killers, who also were mem- 
bers of the Saddam clan. 

But. the dissidents said. 
Sajida Talfah. President 
Saddam's first wife, insisted 
that those who look part in the 
slaying of her sons-in-law 
must be punished before there 
can be a family reconciliation. 

A senior U.S. military offi- 
cer also said Tuesday in 
Washington that Sajida Talfah 
was under house arrest but 
offered no details. He spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

“I think its very interesting 
that Saddam has just put his 
wife under house airesL” he 
said. The officer, who asked 
not to be identified, said her 
arrest was learned "from a 
good source." 

“Uday has been hit very, 
very hard and has one or two 
bullets left in his spine and is 
somewhat paralysed." he told 
reporters. 

i Rolf Ekeus. the U.N. envoy 
in charge of disarming Iraq, 
reported that Uday also had 
developed gangrene and was 
in danger of losing his leg. the 
officer said. 

President Saddam's sons-in- 
law, Hussein Kamel AI Majid 
and his brother Saddam 


Kamel, were killed by family 
members after they returned to 
Iraq in February from Joitian, 
where they had defected from 
the Saddam regime. 

Hussein Kamel Al Majid 
had been in charge of Iraq's 
secret weapons programme, 
while Saddam Kamel AI 
Majid was deputy head of the 
Iraqi leader’s palace guard. 
The two were married to 
President Saddam's daughters 
Raghda and Rana, and' their 
defection was a major embar- 
rassment to the regime. 

At the time. President 
Saddam blessed the killings 
and called the sons-in-Iaws 
traitors. 

But Haroun Mohammad, a 
spokesman for the Iraqi 
National Accord, a dissident 
group based in Jordan, said 
President Saddam now hoped 
to repair the two brothers’ rep- 
utations and forgive their 
killers as a way to unite his 
dan. 

According to Mr. 
Mohammad, President 
Saddam is particularly anxious 
to end rifts in his family after 
an attack last month that left 
his son Uday wounded and 
hospitalised since some have 
charged dissident members of 
the Saddam family carried out 
that attack. 

Mr. Mohammed said that 
President Saddam decided to 
give the AI Majid family 750 
million dinars ($750,000) in 
blood money and so the killers 
of the sons-in-law could be 
forgiven. 

At the same time. Mr. 
Mohammad said, Saddam 
wanted to restore the military 
pensions of the Al Majid 
brothers and refer to them as 
” martyrs of tribal rage" as a 
way to clear their names as 
defectors. 

But Mr. Mohammed said 
that Sajida has insisted that all 
those who participated in the 
slayings must be punished, 
including General Ali Hassan 
AI Majid, a former defense 


minister who reportedly led 
the group that killed her sons- 
in-law. 

President Saddam and 
Sajida, have five children — 
three daughters and two sons. 
Since the slaying of the sons- 
in-law. Sajida and her two 
daughters have reportedly had 
a failing out with President 
Saddam and live in TikriL the 
Iraqi president's home town. 

President Saddam is 
believed to have married a sec- 
ond wife, whom he has since 
divorced, and then to have 
taken another wife, Hana Al 
Khafaji. 

Iran has refused to put on 
trial or surrender people 
whom Iraq suspects were 
behind the bid to assassinate 
Uday in December. Iraqi offi- 
cials charged Wednesday. 

In a message to UjN. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
published here. Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Al Sahaf 
denounced '"Iran’s refusal to 
hand over or try criminals who 
committed this odious act 
against Uday Saddam 
Hussein." 

Baghdad made such a 
request to Tehran after gun- 
men shot and wounded Uday 
as he was driving through the 
wealthy Mansur neighbour- 
hood of the Iraqi capital on 
Dec. 12. 

The Iranian-backed Shiite 
Muslim group Al Daawa was 
the first group to claim respon- 
sibility for the attack, but a less 
known group. Al Nahda. 
announced last week it staged 
the ambush. 

Mr. Sahaf said he had 
received an Iranian response to 
the Iraqi request through its 
U.N. representative that "car- 
ries expressions contrary to 
diplomatic custom." 

He urged the U.N. secretary 
general "to help push the 
Iranian government to respect 
its international commitments 
by trying criminals or handing 
them over to the Iraqi authori- 
ties for trial." 


Clinton confident of Saudi cooperation 
in investigation into Dhahran bombing 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Bill 
Clinton said on Tuesday he had been 
assured by the Saudi government at “the 
highest level" that il would cooperate in 
investigating the bombing that killed 19 
U.S. soldiers near Dhahran last year. 

Mr. Clinton, asked about criticism by U.S. 
officials of Saudi cooperation, said at a 
news conference: “I'm confident that in the 
end they will do what l have been assured 
personally by the highest levels of the Saudi 
government that they should do." 

Last week Federal Bureau of 
Investigation tFBI) Director Louis Freeh 
and Attorney General Janet Reno said Saudi 
.Arabia was frustrating U.S. efforts to deter- 
mine responsibility Tor the June 25 bomb- 
ing. saying Saudi Arabia had failed to pro- 
vide answers to key questions. 

“The Saudi government has assured us at 
the very highest level that (the FBI) would 
get answers to those questions and so I 
expect that to happen." Mr. Clinton said at 
his first news conference since his second- 
term inauguration last week. 

“An investigation of this kind raises all 
kinds of complex questions about coopera- 
tion ... (versus Saudi) sovereignty, about 
what other interests of that nation might be 
in play." he said, adding: “We still have fur- 
ther requests for information ... we’ll see 


how it comes out." 

The Saudi embassy released a statement 
on Friday from Ambassador Prince Bandar 
Ben Sultan saying close cooperation 
between officials from both countries 
would continue. 

"We have always reached agreement on a 
broad and significant range of issues. 
Excellent working relations exist between 
officials of both countries at all levels. That 
close cooperation will continue." the state- 
ment said. 

Mr. Clinton also said that after last year’s 
bombing, and an attack in 1995 that killed 
five Americans in Riyadh, security had 
been stepped up considerably to protect the 
35.000 U.S. personnel in the kingdom. 

“There is no such thing as a risk-free 
world.” he said, but after the considerable 
investment by Washington and the Saudis 
over the last year he felt the troops there 
were safer. 

The U.S. embassy in Riyadh last weekend 
issued a statement saying it continues to 
receive unconfirmed reports of possible 
attacks on U.S. interests in the kingdom and 
urging Americans to exercise extreme cau- 
tion. 

The warning was issued on an embassy 
emergency telephone line and dated Jan. 25. 



Ahmad Jadallah (right) touches the plain wooden coffin of his brother Salah as Palestinian police 
unload the body from an Israeli military truck on Wednesday at the Beit Hanoun checkpoint leading 
into the Gaza Strip. Israel handed over the remains of two militants to the Palestinian National 
Authority, more than two years after the guerrillas were killed. Salah Jadallah was killed when Israeli 
troops stormed a West Bank hideout to free soldier Nachshon Waxman who the militant Hamas move- 
ment had kidnapped and were holding hostage. The second guerrilla, Hassan Abbas, was killed in 
Jerusalem during an attack on Israelis at a mall of sidewalk cafes (Reuters photo) 


Hamas warns against Abu Marzouk 
extradition after he drops court battle 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
The Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) 

Wednesday warned the 
United States and Israel 
against the extradition to 
Israel of one of their leaders, 
Musa Abu Marzouk. who is 
in detention in the United 
Stares, saying the move 
would trigger unrest in the 
region. 

Dr. Abu Marzouk said earli- 
er he would drop his legal 
challenge to extradition to 
Israel. 

“I have instructed my 
lawyers to demand that the 
State Department effect my 
immediate surrender to 
Israel," he said in a message 
tape-recorded on Jan. 16 in a 
prison in New York where he 
has been held for over 18 
months. 

“I am ready to go to Israel 
and suffer martyrdom." he 
said on the tape played at a 
press conference. 


Dr. Abu Marzouk, who 
maintained his innocence of 
charges that he ordered anti- 
Israeli attacks , is expected to 
be sent to Israel within 60 
days of die withdrawal of his 
legal appeal Tuesday. 

"Rather than continuing to 
be part of this unfair process 
... I am ready to go to Israel 
where at least I will be afford- 
ed a hearing on these absurd 
charges." 

Dr. Abu Marzouk. who has 
lived in the Uniced States 
since 1982. said he was 
responsible only for Hamas' 
social activities and fund-rais- 
ing. He was arrested under an 
Israeli international warrant in 
July 1995. He unsuccessfully 
appealed a court' ruling for his 
extradition and had launched 
a second challenge. 

“It has become apparent 
that my incarceration serves 
only the political interest of 
the Israeli government." he 
said. 


His lawyer Michael 
Kennedy said his client had 
decided to terminate the legal 
battle “since the whole 
process is political." 

Mr. Kennedy and Dr. Abu 
Maizouk’s other attorneys 
said they were seeking guar- 
antees from the State 
Department that the United 
States will press Israel to try 
the Hamas leader in a civil 
rather than military court. 

Dr. Abu Maizouk’s wife, 
Nadia Al Ashi, listened to her 
husband's words with tears in 
her eyes. She made a separate 
appeal to the State 

Department and to the presi- 
dent and first lady that her 
husband not be extradited. 

The followers of Dr. Abu 
Marzouk will carry out 
attacks if the United' States 
extradites him to Israel for 
trial on murder and conspira- 
cy charges, said his brother, 
Mahmoud, a brigadier in the 
Palestinian police force in the 


Gaza Strip. 

“I advise the U.S. adminis- 
tration not to extradite him to 
Israel if they don’t want more 
victims,” Mahmoud Abu 
Marzouk told the Associated 
Press. 

“There is no power that 
could stop vengeance if any 
harm comes to him." he said. 
”His followers.. .will attack, 
and there are many follow- 
ers." 

He suggested that Hamas 
followers might attack U.S. 
targets. 

“The United States will be 
responsible for this criminal 
extradition." he said. “The 
United States knows how 
many 

followers and supporters he 
has in the Arab and Islamic 
World." 

An Abu Marzouk trial in 
Israel could cause new com- 
plications in the peace talks 
between the Palestinians and 
Israel’s government. 


Weapons found at Kuwait 
oil export terminal — report 


KUWAIT (R) — Weapons 
and ammunition were 
found hidden at Kuwait's 
crude oil and refined prod- 
ucts export terminal of 
Mina Al Ahmadi. Al Rai 
Al Aam newspaper report- 
ed on Wednesday. 

The doily said the 
weapons were not related 
to the 1990-91 Gulf crisis 
and were recently placed 
there “for later use". 

Officials refused to 
immediately comment on 
the report. 

The newspaper quoted 
"informed sources" as say- 
ing in the front-page report 
that the Interior Ministry 
had uncovered a variety of 
arms hidden in a room at 
Ahmadi including hand 
grenades and rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades. 

State refiner Kuwait 
National Petroleum 

Company has a 440.000 
barrel per day refinery at 
Ahmadi. a major exporter 
of middle distillates such 


as .gas oil (diesel) and 
kerosene to Asia and the 
Indian subcontinent. 

“The sources said that 
the arms were very care- 
fully stored. The method 
of storing does not indicate 
that the weapons were left 
behind after the (1990) 
Iraqi invasion (of Kuwait) 
but indicates that they 
were recently placed at the 
port... and stored for later 
use," the newspaper added. 

It gave no further 
details. 

Iraqi troops left behind 
tonnes of weapons and 
ammunition in the emirate 
as the U.S.-led Gulf war 
military coalition chased 
them into Iraq six years 
ago. 

Kuwait, a member of the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), has a two million 
bpd quota and a local 
refining capacity of about 
850,000 bpd. 


Orthodox Jews secure victory against secular Israelis 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In the 
latest wrangle between 
observant and secular 
Jews, officials on Tuesday 
removed from a museum 
exhibit photographs that 
offended the 


religious 
community by combining 
nudity and religious 
themes. 

Secular activists protest- 
ed the unprecedented 
move as religious coercion 
and said they planned to 
protest. 

The two photographs, 
part of an exhibit in hon- 
our of the late Israeli poet 
Yona Wallach. portrayed 
naked men wearing teFi 11- 
in, or phylacteries — a 
leather strap connected to 
a case containing holy 
scripture which is used by 
Jews in prayer. 

Zvi Bar. the mavor of the 


Tel Aviv suburb of Ramat 
Gan, said he ordered the 
photos removed from his 
town's art museum 
because they manifested 
insensitivity toward the 
religious community. 

“We indeed live in a 
democratic country', but 
there is a limit" Mr. Bar 
said in a statement. 

Mr. Bar admitted that 
such outright censoring of 
a museum exhibit was 
unprecedented but 

expressed the hope that the 
measure will help bridge 
between Israel’s increas- 
ingly polarised religious 
and "secular communities. 

Secular rights activist 
Oman Yekutieli suggested 
it would more likely have 
the opposite effect 

“Aner all the efforts the 
stare has made to become a 


Western country, Israel is 
now on its way" to becom- 
ing a Jewish Iran.” he said, 
alluding to the fundamen- 
talist regime in Tehran. 

Although Tuesday’s was 
a municipal issue. Mr. 
Yekutieli saw it as part of 
growing religious confi- 
dence since the Mav elec- 
tion of Prime Minister. 
Benvamin Netanyahu, 
whose victory was enabled 
by massive religious sup- 
port. Religious lawmakers 
make up a third of 
Netanyahu's coalition and 
hold a record 23 of 120 
Knesset seats. 

In recent months, the 
religious leadership has 
waged a campaign on an 
array of issues, including: 
focusing intense criticism 
on the traditionally liberal 
supreme court: demanding 


that a key Jerusalem thor- 
oughfare be closed on the 
Jewish Sabbath from sun- 
down Friday to sundown 
Saturday: and trying to 
force businesses to shut 
down on the Sabbath. 

Mr. Yekutieli said that he 
was recendy involved in 
the creation of a new 
organisation called “a free 
people” which aimed to 
fight religious coercion. 

Micha Kerschner, the 
photographer of one of the 
pictures, told AP that he 
and his colleagues planned 
to demonstrate at the 
Ramat Gan art museum 
Friday. He said that 
although only two of 25 
photos in the exhibit were 
removed, be was con- 
vinced photographers 
whose works were spared 
would remove them volun- 


tarily in protest. 

“I am embarrassed and 
afraid," said Mr. 
Kirschner, who took the 
offending picture 15 years 
ago. “I see how far reli- 
gious fanaticism takes 
people. We are on the edge 
of a dark period." 

“For me, as a secular per- 
son, the phylacteries' are 
nothing more than a sym- 
bol." Mr. Kirschner added. 

But Rabbi Avraham 
Ravitz, a religious legisla- 
tor. maintained that the 
religious could not be 
expected to tolerate such 
an affront. “Do we Jive in a 
society where everything 
is permitted? How can 
people lack any human 
feelineT he demanded. 


House okays 18 articles 
of draft companies law 
seen as key to progress 


By Maria Bizri 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament on 
Wednesday ratified 18 of 
the 292 articles of a draft 
companies law. 

Described by the prime 
minister, Cabinet minis- 
ters and several deputies 
as a beacon for Jordan’s 
economic future. the 
draft law contains mea- 
sures which aim at intro- 
ducing decentralisation, 
reducing bureaucratic 
red-tape and removing 
legislative inadequacies 
present in the 1 989 law. 

The law targets a wide 
range of corporate issues 
previously unaddressed, 
including the prevention 
of double taxation and 

incentives for invest- 
ments. 

The draft introduces 
amendments to articles 
governing mergers and 
also provides what the 
government describes as a 
coherent guide for the 
process of privatisation in 
the Kingdom. 

The House session, 
chaired by Speaker Sa’d 
Hayel Sour and attended 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariii. was 
marked by an agreement 
between deputies and 
Cabinet ministers over the 
importance of the draft 
law in shaping the eco- 
nomic future of Jordan in 
light of the regional and 
international economic 
developments. 

The draft law is pan of a 
package of economic leg- 
islation that would cover 
the capital market, intel- 
lectual property rights, 
customs and foodstuffs 
and contains articles 
which will serve to 


encourage investment and 
competition in Jordan. 

Earlier in the session, 
the House listened to 
comments made by 
deputies on local issues 
including health facilities 
in the south, reports on an 
incident involving 

Jordanians in Kuwaiti 
prisons (see separate 
story), the need for draw- 
ing up new criteria for 
appointment to govern- 
ment posts and the 
alleged arrests of stu- 
dents. 

Deputy Ahmad Kofahi 
stated that security forces 
had arrested several stu- 
dent leaders at various 
universities on charges of 
being Islamic activists. 
He said that rhe arrests, 
which were made at night! 
were conducted in a man- 
ner which violated 
human rights and 
demanded the release of 
all students. 

Deputy Badr Ri ati 
called special attention to 
the health situation in the 
S0 J! th f rn region and 
caned on the government 
to furnish the Princess 

!? os P ,lal Aqaba 
with all necessary equip- 
ment which would enable 
11 10 P rov ide full medical 
care to the citizens of the 
region. 

Bassam Emoush 
J^ed the government to 

■ eV !7 P ° SSible 

effort in order to ensure 
the p°s s ibj e re ] ease of 2 * 
Jordanians detained i n 
Israeli prisons. Officials 

of V L Said lhat lhe num ber 
°t detainees were 17 . 

ex^h™' VaS n ° imrne diate 
n*Sr l 00 ^ 10 th * diS- 

jjcr of deraTnees quoted by 



New Zealander wrestles: 
sbark on a whim 


WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand has produced its own 
answer to Australia’s 
“Crocodile Dundee.” 

Newspapers and radio said 
that a man jumped off a boat lo 
wrestle a four-metre shark- in 
the popular south island tourist 
spot of Milford Sound. Grant 
Lightfoot leaped in, tussled 
with the large thresher shark 
and killed it with a knife. *1 
don't know why 1 did it. ft was 
a spur-of-the-moment thing,' 1 
said Lightfoot. who added that 
he had previously wrestled 
conger eels and octopuses. 
The incident on TtiSsday 
matched the feat of Croaxtile 
Dundee, the fictional ijoco- $ 
dile-wrestling Australia out- 
back hero played by Paul 
Hogan in the film of tbeSame 
name. 


Diana plans gala dress 
sale for charity 


LONDON <R) — Princess 
Diana is planning to donate 
her wedding dress to a British 
maseum and to sell 65 evening 
dresses for charily, a newspa- 
per said. The Daily Telegraph 
said the ex-wife of heir-to-tbe- 
throne Prince Charles is deter- 
mined lo redefine her image 
and “pursue a new role outside 
lhe conventional royal mouM.” 
"She will announce that she 
intends to give the dress which 
stunned the world in 1981 to 
the Victoria Albert museum 
for permanent public display," 
the newspaper said. “At the 
same time, she will announce 
the most glamourous second- £ 
hand clothes sale in history 
with a proposed auction of 65 
evening dresses in June.” The 
charity sale, expected to be 
held at Christie’s auction 
house, could make more than 
one million sterling (Si. 61 
million). 


Youth robbers use 
chewing gum 


MEXICO CITY CR ) —Young 
robbers in a Mexico City sub- 
urb are using chewing gum as 
their main tool to plunder cars 
at stoplights. Dozens of hap- 
less drivers waiting for the 
lights to turn green in 
NezahuaJcoyotl have been 
robbed after chewing gum has 
been stuck to their windows, 
effectively making them 
marked cars. TV reports and 
authorities said. Young gan g 
members wander around 
idling cars and mark those 
with booty inside. At follow-.^ 
ing lights, older members look * 
out for the tell-tale gum sign 
and cany out smash and grab 
robberies. 


Virginia to ‘retire’ racially 
offensive state song 


RICHMOND. Virginia (R) — 
The Virginia Senate has voted 
to retire the official state song 
after charges that its references 
to “darkey" and “old massa" 
were racially offensive. The 
Senate voted 24-15 to make 
“Carry Me Back to Old 
Vnginny" the “Official Stale 
Song Emeritus," a compro- 
mise for those who wanted the 
song junked entirely. It also 
voted to set up a committee to 
find a new state song. Debate 
over the sang has ragsd far 
several years and blacks and 
whites bridled at lines 
“There's where the oid'dars- ' 
ey's heart am longed, to go. 
That's where I laboured so 
hard for old massa.” 


Bangladeshi men 
wrestle for love 


DHAKA (AFP) — Two 
young Bangladeshi men were 
forced to wrestle for the hand 
of a woman after she 
announced she loved both and 
was unable to choose between 
her suitors, a report said here 
Wednesday. The wrestling 
match in a fishing village in 
southern Bhola district was 
organised by the woman’s 
family and took place 
Tuesday, the Ittefaq daily ^said. 
Mohammad Rafiq. 26, defeat- 
ed his 25 year-old rival. 
Mohammad Salum, in front oF 
a crowd of hundreds whfcjjrt 
included the subject of their 
affections. Sahera Khatun.and 
her family. Khatun’s age was 
rot given. The wedding took 
Place shortly after the 
wrestling match. 
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